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comment 


The Easter weekend was a hugely successful one for motor racing 
generally, with huge crowds reported at all the major British 
meetings. It also saw the reintroduction of the RAC Sports Car 
Championship after a number of years absence. 

With all the politicking now hopefully forgotten, this class of 
racing in Britain must be looked at closely with an eye to next 
season. This country needs the variety which sports car racing 
provides, and the powers that be are currently tossing around pro- 
posals for next year’s championship. 

The situation at the moment is that there are not enough pukka 
2-litre sports cars to make a really healthy series on their own, but 
the introduction of Class A Clubmans Supersports cars at the very 
least made the opening two rounds worthwhile. 

An alternative, expressed by the BRSCC’s Peter Browning in 
the latest British Racing News, is that a new class be created for 
1977 which would basically consist of FF2000 cars with two- 
seater bodies. In theory, this sounds fine. So did F100 (based on 
oe cars) a few years ago — but that died a long and painful 

eath. 

We have our doubts that the same idea utilizing FF2000 bits 
would work. First of all, it wouldn’t be cheap. An FF2000 car 
costs a minimum of £5000 to put on the track at the moment, anda 
two-seater body and other ancillaries would add an estimated 
£1000. If a competitor bought such a machine he would only be 
able to race it in whatever British championship was created. To 
make that worthwhile, there would probably have to be 20 or so 
races in the series, which is too many. And one thing we don't need 
is a big increase in the amount of racing. The big question, really, 
is do we need a new formula at all? 

We do need a proper sports car championship, certainly. Group 
8 has been successful in utilizing existing machinery for a healthy 
and popular class of single-seater racing; could not the same 
principle be applied to sports cars? 

In making up the numbers for the current RAC 2-litre 
championship, the Clubmans A-Class cars have introduced a 
welcome (almost embarrasing) streak of competitiveness as well 
— except for one very professional 2-litre outfit, there seems little 
to choose between the two categories. Instead of putting a com- 
petitor through the expense of buying a new car for a new hewmen 
and making him go through all the attendant hassles. could not a 
proper equivalence formula be worked out? For instance, the 2- 
itre cars could carry ballast (removable to make them immediate 
European sports car race runners); and the Clubmans cars could 
incorporate side pontoons (which, combined with the cvcle wings. 
would virtually give the appearance of an all-enveloping body, but 
would retain the type’s individuality). A field of nearly 40 cars 
could thus be guaranteed. 

This need be the only championship for the A-class Clubmans 
cars, as at nearly £4000 complete they are perhaps above the pure 
club championship level; their place in the club calendar has 
already been filled by the immensely successfull and logical FF- 
engined B class, which cost about half as much. 

f such a formula was created on a proper, but inexpensive equi- 
valence basis, there would be a guaranteed large field. There are 
already over 40 Clubmans A class cars and perhaps 20 2-litres. 
The front-versus rear-engined battle could be fascinating, in the 
same way as F1 v F5000 v F2 v Atlantic can be in G8. 

Britain certainly doesn’t need a new formula to clog the 
calendar even more; it does need a healthy sports car class, 
however, and we think the above could be a logical step to take at 
this time. Any comment? 


next week 


Major colour feature of the sensational Tyrrell Project 34 six-wheel 
Grand Prix car and Jody Scheckter’s driving impressions — Full 
reports of the world's toughest rally, the East African Safari, and 
the classic Circuit of Ireland — A full preview of the first European 
Grand Prix in Spain — Nick Brittan’s controversial Private Ear.* 


cover picture 


Top: Jean-Pierre Jabouille led the strong French Formula 2 attack 
at the Easter Monday Thruxton European Championship round — 
read about his dramatic finish on page 8. Photo: Jeff Hutchinson. 
Bottom: This prodsports action is typical of the mass of club racing 
which took place in Britain over the holiday weekend. All the stories 
and results are in this issue. Photo: David Winter. 


#' These tems were correct at the time of going to press. 
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Mario Andretti — back to Lotus? 


Andretti 
for Lotus? 


Although there were no official 
reports confirming that it had 
happened, stories were circulating 
earlier this week that Mario Andretti 
had accepted an offer to drive for 
John Player-Team Lotus in Grand 
Prix races this coming European 
season. 

Andretti, who drove for the team 
in this year’s Brazilian Grand Prix, 
has been more or less ‘on the market’ 
ever since the Vel’s Parnelli F1 team 
ran into financial problems. Team 
Lotus hoped, after the Brazilian 
race, that they could persuade Mario 
to race for them in South Africa 
although the Parnelli team made two 
last vailant attempts at Kyalami 
(where he finished sixth) and at Long 
Beach to stay afloat and attract a 
suitable commercial sponsor. Bob 
Evans was drafted into the team to 
race in South Africa and at the Race 
of Champions where his performance 
warranted a further outing at Long 
Beach. Sadly he was unable to 
qualify. However, with Gunnar 
Nilsson being under a two year 
contract, Evans was obviously well 
aware that his days in the team 
could be numbered if a ‘‘star”’ like 
Andretti came on the market. 

When the American drove for 
Frank Williams at Silverstone the 
other week, the odds perhaps swung 
towards this Walter Wolf-financed 
team (which would have possibly 
have meant an exit for Michel 
Leclere) but Team Lotus and John 
Player look as if they’ve got their 
man. 


Indylantic 
suspended 
by MCD 


At the time of going to press all 
future BRSCC-run Indylantic race 
meetings due to be held on MCD 
circuits had been suspended but 
“Whatever happens we'll look after 
the competitors”, said John Webb. 


' “So will we”, replied Indylantic’s 
Steve Prior. 


Following the opening round of the 
series at Brands Hatch a few weeks 
ago, both Webb and the BRSCC’s 
Peter Browning were less than 
happy with the behind-the scenes 
running of the show i # Indylantic 
Promotions, and ebb _—ihas 
suspended the meetings ‘‘pending re- 
negeietine of the contract”’. 

rior said that he wasn’t prepared 
to renegotiate the contract: “But 
we'll define more clearly certain 
= of it. As far as we're concerned 

CD broke the contract’”’, he said to 
Webb on Monday. 

The two men then discussed their 
problems out of earshot of the press 
and Prior emerged saying that he 
was going away to think it over: “I 
understand what they want but I’m 
not certain that I will agree to it’’. 

The next round of the Indylantic 
series is scheduled for Brands Hatch 
on May 9, and Webb told all Atlantic 
competitors who were racing in G8 
over the weekend that a race would 
be held for them whatever: “They 
put on a good show and they’re 
definitely worth running”, he told 
us. 

Incidentally, we are informed that 
all Indylantic competitors received 
£200.53p for the first meeting, the 
first three in the race sharing a 
£1000 bonus put up by Indylantic 
Promotions. 


@ With the steam still rising off his 
head following the remarks Nick 
Brittan made about the BARC, 
General Manager Sidney Offord was 
heard to say last Monday: “Well, 
we're a 60 watt organization today!” 


@ Rodenstock, a company who make 
trendy-looking sunglasses, are 
teaming up with Schnitzer to 
sponsor a BMW CSL in the German 
tourin car championship for 
Albrecht Krebs. 


Changes at Monaco 


“It’s in the interest of crowd safety”, said a prominent Grand Prix driver 
when we talked about the new alterations at Monaco. The entry into St 
Devote (below) has been tightened so that cars will approach the Casino 
Square at speeds below the estimated 140mph “‘so that we can avert another 

ulme/Beltoise incident”: while the exit from Rascasse (right) has been re- 
routed so that the cars won’t become ‘light’ which, “in the wet, is very 


’ 


dangerous.’ 
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Completed late last week was the new Formula 1 Ensign N176 which Chris 
Amon (sitting in car) will debut at the Spanish Grand Prix next week. 


Amon tests new Ensign: 


Chris Amon and Morris Nunn’s 
Ensign team were due to leave 
Britain yesterday (Wednesday) en 
route for Jarama to test their new 
Ensign N176 Formula 1 car prior to 
the Spanish Grand Prix. The new car 
is very heavily based on the 1975 
N175, with the new regulation airbox 
and so on and a number of detail 
changes designed by Dave Baldwin. 
Amon has suggested several subtle 
suspension geometry changes which 
have been incorporated in the 
design, and the new car, unlike the 
N175, has twin-caliper front brakes 


mounted outboard. Baldwin reckons 
that the car is a good 40lbs lighter 
than its predecessor (which is now 
starting life as the Boro, run by the 
Dutch Hoogenboom brothers for 
Larry Perkins); this should put it 
about 15-20lbs over the F1 weight 
limit, and Baldwin feels that there is 
more weight to come off. Work has 
not yet started on a second N176 
but, once the initial problems with 
the new model have been ironed out, 
one will be built by this ‘‘dark horse” 
one-driver team. 
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Pardon 
for JPB 


A press communique from the FIA 
last week stated: “The President of 
the Federation Internationale de 
l’Automobile, Prince Metternich, has 
been informed by the President of 
the Automovil Club Argentino, Dr C. 
Carman, that the Government of the 
Republic of Argentina has décided to 
pardon Jean-Pierre Beltoise and 
cancel the condemnation he had in- 
curred following the accident at the 
1971 Grand Prix of Buenos Aires.”’ 

The controversial incident to 
which this refers was when Beltoise, 
pushing his stricken Matra sports- 
prototype back to the pits, collided 
with Ignazio Giunti’s Ferrari (which 
was leading the race at the time). The 
Italian subsequently died from his 
injuries. Beltoise, despite having his 
licence suspended by the FIA that 
year as a punishment, has had a 
criminal charge pending in 
Argentina ever since. 


Jean-Pierre Beltoise — pardoned. 


Pr) 


Briefly .. . 


@ Seen watching the F2 and F3 races 
at Thruxton last Monday with avid 
interest were Ken Tyrrell, Bernie 
Ecclestone, Frank Williams, Max 
Mosley, Ronnie Peterson, Carlos 
Pace, John Watson, Gunnar Nilsson, 
Keith Duckworth, Brian Hart, Peter 
Asheroft, Robin Herd, Francois 
Guiter and Jochen Neerspach, to 
name but a few influential racing 
personalities. 


© There are rumours in the Italian 
press that Luigi Chinetti’s NART 
team will have a G5 Silhouette 
Ferrari 308 GTB ready for Mario 
Andretti_and Clay Regazzoni to 
drive at Watkins Glen. 


@ The motorcycle press are now on 
the receiving end of stories wafting 
down from the BRM workshops. 
Last week they carried stories to the 
effect that the organisation were 
lanning to campaign a combination 
in the world sidecar championships. 


® The American Laguna Seca F5000 
race, scheduled for October, is in 
danger of being cancelled. 


® Roy Kennedy, who ran Masami 
Kuwashima and Tom Walkinshaw in 
F2 and F5000 last year, was at 
Thruxton last weekend looking a 
little lost. Apparently his deal to run 
Yugoslav rally driver Sead Alihodzic 
in a brand new F2 March-BMW 
hasn’t taken off. 
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Geoff Ferris — designer. 
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John Watson giving the new Penske PC4 arunat Silverstone last week. 
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Penske’s all-new PC4 for Watson 


The new Geoff  Ferris-designed 
Penske PC4 Grand Prix car made its 
first appearance in testing last week 
and, as can be seen from the accom- 


panying photographs, the car is sub- © 


stantially different in many respects 
to the team’s existing 
contender. 

Ferris has designed a brand new 


ormula 1 


monocoque which is much shallower: 


than his previous creations. The 
front euerension geometry is now 
quite different with the cantilever 
rocking arm principle replacing wish- 
bones. Because the monocoque is so 
flat, the pick-up point off the front 
UBEe HES are taken within them 
which, as team manager Heinz Hofer 
explained, allows them to get away 
without having. “to stick ears on the 
tub” like the Williams (nee Hesketh) 
does. A lot of attention has been paid 
n getting as much fuel to the centre 
of the car as possible as is the 
current vogue in racing car safety. 
The oil and water radiators are now 
integral which follows March 
practice. 

The rear suspension is basically 
the same as on the current PC3 


Sweet Mazda 


It must be a competitor’s dream but 
when John Markey and David 
Palmer were bringing their Mazda 
back from the Monza G2 race they 
bought some glucose travel sweets 
on the way. Noting that they were 
made in Britain, they phoned the 
manufacturer on their return to ask 
if he’d like to support the car in 
Eutope. After a little discussion, the 
answer is “yes” and the name of 
Smiths Kendon, makers of the 
sweets, will be seen on the G2 Mazda 
for the rest of the season. The 
company apparently export 70 per 
cent of their production. 


which, in turn, is virtually the same 
as the original PC1. The new car has’ 
a slightly longer wheelbase but the 
front and rear tracks are almost the 
same. The new design has also 
allowed the team to fabricate their 
own dry sumping system on the 
Hewland gearbox. 

Three of the most notable features 
on the new car are the single-wing 
arrangement on the nose, although a 
full width version is being con- 
structed for back-to-back tests. The 
car, which regular driver John 
Watson tested last week at Silver- 
stone and Goodwood, complies to 
the new F1 regulations which come 
into force at the beginning of next 
month. It has a new air scoop 
arrangement which is integral with 
the cockpit surround while the rear 
wing has been brought forward no 
less than eight inches as the rules 
now require. 

“The car’s first race will be against 
the PC3” wisecracked Hofer. In 
other words, until the car has proved 
superior to the existing machine, it 
won't race so Watson will have his 
regular machine in Spain next week. 


a Ye ee ol Poe Ye | 
Snug fit for Watson. Note the 
mandatory roll-over hoop around the 
instrument panel (above) while canti- 
lever rocking arms (far left) are em- 
ployed in the front suspension 
design. Watson at speed (below); 
note the new airbox and rear wing 
support. 


TRAVELERS CHECKS 


After his surprise defeat in the last 
race, Ian Scheckter restored the 
status quo in the South African 
Philips-sponsored Formula Atlantic 
championship at the Roy Hesketh 
circuit near Pietermaritzburg last 
Saturday. Driving his Team 
Lexington March 76B, the car 
having a new monocoque chassis 
following its ding at the last race, 
Scheckter secured the pole by 0.5s 
from Tony Martin’s~ Bic Racing 
Chevron B34. He led straight from 
the start and pulled out 5s in five 
laps, eventually winning by a com- 
fortable 11s. Scheckter’s win now 
gives him a 30-point lead in the series 


Scheckter at Roy Hesketh 


with six races left torun. 

Apart from Scheckter’s domi- 
nation, it was a good race featuring 
dices throughout for the lesser 

lacings. Dave Charlton in the 

odus, Martin and Guy Tunmer, the 
latter driving his newly acquired ex- 
Bill Brack Chevron B34, fought hard 
over second place, Charlton just 
pipping Tunmer, with Martin fourth. 
A whole 27s further back, Basil van 
Rooyen (Chevron B34) succeeded in 
holding off Nols Niemen in the B&H 
Wheatcroft. Roy Klomfass, winner 
of the last round in the Gunston 
Ralt, was unable to start having 
blown both his engines in practice. 


Danny Sullivan — F2 drive. 


Rapid move 
to Japan 


American Danny Sullivan and 
Brazilian Alex Ribeiro, two drivers 
who finished equal second to Gunnar 
Nilsson in last season’s BP Formula 
8 Championship, are to team up to- 
oe for a race in Japan on May 3. 

oth drivers have been invited, via 
Ted Moore of Rapid Movements, to 
seepcte in the JAF Grand Prix at 
the Mount Fuji circuit. 


‘Masami 


Ribeiro, who finished second in his 
third F2 race at Thruxton last 
Monday, replaces Canadian Formula 
Atlantic champion Bill Brack, who 
has a prior commitment. Ribeiro will 
drive a locally entered (and prepared) 


‘F2 March-BMW 752, while Su ivan, 


who has been surprisingly unable to 
secure a drive this season following 
Rapid’s temporary withdrawal, will 
race a Mitsubishi R39B-II powered 
March 742. This is the same car used 
in last year’s race by Jacques 
Laffite. 

Both Ribeiro and Sullivan will find 
the local opposition pretty hot for, 
although Tetsu. Ikuzawa and 
Kuwashima will not be 
doing the event, Kazuyoshi Hoshino 
(last year’s winner), Masahiro 
Hasemi, Kunimitsu Takahashi, 
Noritake Takahara, Hiroshi Fushida 
and Motoharu Kurosawa (who has 
raced F2 in Europe) will. 3 

This year’s JAF Grand Prix has a 
particular significance for the 
Japanese, as this event will be held 
as a “‘test’’ race for the proposed F1 
Japanese Grand Prix, which is sche- 
duled to take place at the Fuji circuit 
on October 24. 

Although it is the custom for a 
country to hold a non-championship 
F1 race prior to a World Champion- 
ship event, the FIA and the FICA 
have recognised the exception and, 
providing the JAF GP compiles to 
the visiting CSI representatives’ 
wishes, it is expected that the actual 
Grand Prix may be given the go- 
ahead, finance permitting. 


Patrick’s two-year deal 


Patrick Neve, Belgium’s latest hope 
for Grand Prix stardom, has signed. a 
two-year sponsorship agreement 
with model car kit manufacturers 
Grand Prix Models. It will be remem- 
bered that GPM backed Jock 
Robertson and Mick Leary in their 
Mazda saloons last season. 


The agreement with Brian 


Having acquired the ex-Jean-Pierre 
Jabouille 2-litre — Alpine-Renault 
A441 sports-prototype in which the 
Frenchman contested the 1974 
European 2-litre series, Jimmy 
Mieusset began his quest to re- 
eset the European Hillclimb title 
which Mauro Nesti won last year) 


First Blood to Mieusset 


Harvey’s company means that Neve 
will carry the Grand Prix Models 
logo on his helmet and overalls 
throughout the next two years. In 
addition to driving the RAM F1 
Brabham BT44C and the Luigi 
BMW G2 car, Neve will also make 
guest appearances in a “super 
saloon” now being constructed for 
Grand Prix Models. 


by winning the sports car category 
at the Cote d’Ampus climb at 
Draguignan on April 4. However, 
ascending in a quicker time (al- 
though only by a scant 1s) was Pierre 
Maublane’s F2 March-BMW 7€2, al- 
though formula cars don’t qualify for 
points these days. 


Frenchman Jimmy Mieusset ascends the Ampus-Dragnignan hillelimb in his 
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latest acquisition, an ex-works Alpine-Renault A441. 


car of 


The Luigi BMW CSLs won convincingly at Salzburg over the weekend. 


Belgian BMWs one-two 
at Salzburg ETC 


The Belgian Luigi BMW team were 
the dominant victors of last 
Sunday’s European Touring Car 
Championship race which took place 
at Salzburg in Austria. Running like 
trains throughout the four hour race, 
the team made it two wins in two 
races with the Patrick Neve/Hughes 
de Fierlandt 3.3-litre CSL coming 
home 1m 31s ahead of the sister 
Jean Xhenceval/Pierre 
Dieudonne. Both cars completed a 
total of 156 laps. 

Practice had seen both the Luigi 
cars on the front row with the 
Zakspeed Ford Escort driven by 
Herbert Muller/Martino Finotto and 
the Leyland Cars Triumph Dolomite 

rint, with Derek Bell and David 

obbs at the helm, forming the 
second rank. 

The Zakspeed car, as it had been at 
Monza, was suffering from gearbox 
problems and after lying third 
during the first hour or so, it event- 
ually retired. The Dolomite was 
gradually catching the Escort at this 
stage when, with Bell driving, the 
engine broke a rocker and the car 
Sabeequcnale retired. 

The second works blessed Escort, 
entered by Derek McMahon and 
driven by Alec Poole and John 
Handley (Juan Cochesa was racing 
F2 at Thruxton), had another 
fraught race meeting, although the 
car did finish, albeit ninth overall 
and fifth in class on 140 laps. The 


trouble started before practice when 
the skew gear on the distributor 
broke while the engine was being 
warmed up. The team then suffered 
further gearbox problems but, 
despite two punctures, they came 
through to finish. The third British 
entry fared a little better and in fact 
the Japanese Mazda RX3 driven by 
John Markey/David Palmer finished 
and won the 3-litre class. However, 
they too had their problems for the 
heat from the engine became so 
intense, the exhaust pipes from the 
manifold gradually melted! They 
lost 22 minutes in all which dropped 
them well down, although they still 
had a five lap cushion over their 
class rivals as they limped across the 
finish on 128 laps. 

Making it a resounding success for 
BMW was the third placed CSL, also 
prepared by Luigi although not a 
“works” car, driven by Corbisier/ 
Kintosh who finished on 147 laps. 
Fourth however, and one of the stars 
of a dull race, was the 2-litre class 
winning 1.6-litre VW _  Scirroco 
crewed by Dieter Frohlich/Manfred 
Mohr which finished two laps behind 
the third placed BeeEm and a lap in 
front of the fifth and sixth placed 
Alfa Romeo 2000 GTVs driven by 
Bigliazzi/Ciardi and  Ghislotto/ 
Camaphias. The small 1300cc class 
went to a German-entered Fiat 
128 driven by Henningschmidt/ 
Tubbesing who completed 127 laps. 


Bugatti win 
for Snobeck 


The 1976 Formule Super Renault 
season got under way at the Le 
Mans Bugatti circuit on April 4, and 
the race resulted in a last minute win 
for Dany Snobeck’s Martini. In the 
supporting Formule Renault 
(FF1600 equivalent) event, Elf’s 
Ricard trophy winner, Alain Prost, 
made a sensational race debut by 
winning his heat and then the final in 
his Elf Martini. 

Practice for the Super Renault 
event had seen Snobeck take the pole 
just in front of Didier Pironi 
(Martini) with Mare Sourd (Martini) 
and Richard Dallest forming the 
second rank, the latter now driving a 
Lola T410. Fancied names such as 
Alain Cudini (also now in a Lola), 
Jean Ragnotti (now in an AGS) and 
Jacques Coulon (new Martini 
convert) were well down the grid. 

Pironi made a beautiful start to 


lead immediately and pull clear of 
the pack. Dallest initially held off 
Snobeck while Sourd came through 
to dispute second place along with 
the other two. Dallest, having put in 
the fastest lap, looked to have it 
sewn up before his motor expired 
with three laps to go. Then, near the 
very end, Pironi’s engine cut out 
through lack of petrol and Snobeck 
nipped through to win by 1.1s. 


@ Looking for a permanent return to 
rs in Formula Atlantic if 
possible is former BRM F1 driver 
Mike Wilds. He’s due to be testing a 
Chevron B27 (recently acquired by 
one of his former entrants, Jeremy 
Somner) in the near future, and 
hopes to be racing it at Brands on 
May 9. 


@ Having served his apprenticeship 
in Formula Ford (where he finished 
third in the 1973 Swedish FF series) 
and Super Vee Kaimanns, 25-year- 
old Swede Bengt Arvelid is goin 
Formula 3 this year with a bran 
new Van Diemen sponsored by 
Bilsom (they make ear-defenders) 
and Dextrosol. 


Patrese’s F3 Zandvoort 


Italian Riccardo Patrese, driving his 
Trivellato-entered Chevron-Toyota 
B34, moved himself into the lead of 
the European Formula 3 Champion- 
ship when he won the second round of 
the series at Zandvoort last Monday. 
However, the star of the race was 
local hero Boy Hayje, who has found 
sufficient sponsorship to buy a 
brand new Ralt in which he hopes to 
contest the remaining races. 

Hayje was the sensation of 
practice and on a circuit he knows 
well, the former F5000 March driver 
ended up on the pole at 1m 30.0s. 
eee the Dutchman's time was 
Conny dersson in his familiar 
March-Toyota 753, while Patrese 
was 0.2s slower. 

The race was run in two heats, one 
of 15 laps and one of 20 laps. Hayje 
went into the lead immediately, 
while Andersson’s race only lasted 
two laps before distributor trouble 
intervened. Chasing the Ralt for the 
lead was Gianfranco Brancatelli’s 
semi works March-Toyota 763 and 
Patrese, but on lap 5, entering the 
Tarzan hairpin, Brancatelli tried to 
outbrake the leader and both cars 
spun off out of contention with 
punctures. Patrese cruised home toa 


comfortable win from Marc Surer 
(KWS March-BMW 763), Piercarlo 
Ghinzani (March-Toyota 768), 
Bertram Schafer (Ralt-BMW 
RT1) and Guiseppe Bossoni (March- 
Toyota 763). 

The grid lined up for the second 
heat in the finishing order of the 
first, but no-one was going to deny 
Patrese his win, and the blue Stebel- 
backed Chevron won easily to take 
the race on aggregate. 

Wolfgang Klein, in his new March- 
Toyota 763, beat Surer, but the 
latter had a big enough advantage to 
claim second overall on aggregate 
times from Klein. Bossoni finished 
fifth again, this time behind 
Brancatelli, but it was enough to 
make him fourth overall in front of 
Schafer and Swede Hakan Alriksson 
in his Brabham-Ford BT41. 

Local interest in the second heat 
focused on Hayje’s progress from the 
back of the 26-car grid but, having 
climbed to ninth by lap 3, Boy spun 
off and damaged the nose, restarting 
to finish well down. Fastest lap went 
to Brancatelli at 1m 31.1s, while 
Ghinzani’s chances of finishing in 
the top six were ruined in the second 
part by tyre problems. 


McLaren 
Fl mods 


A new style rear wing and airbox to 
the latest F1 regulations, which come 
into force on ‘May I, were tried by 
McLaren drivers Jochen Mass 
(below) and James Hunt at Silver 
stone last week. Their lap times were 
reported to be 3s off that achieved by 

unt at the Graham Hill Trophy 
meeting. 
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At the 10th annual Union '76 Pit 
Crew Race for NASCAR Grand 
National teams, which was held at 
Rockingham recently, Richard 
Petty’s STP crew won the honours. 
Working under the direction of crew 
chief Maurice Petty, crew members 
Dale Inman, Wade Thornburg, 
Be Dodson, Wayne Dalton and 
Bill Biscoe proceeded to change two 
right-hand tyres and add 14 gallons 
of fuel to Richard’s STP Dodge in 
19.689s. And this included a 2s 
penalty. ... 

In the runners-up slot was Lennie 
Pond’s Pepsi-Cola Chevrolet crew, 
who, led by crew chief Charlton 
Hogwood, turned in a time of 


New F2s at Thruxton 


Australian Bobby Muir debuted the new F2 Minos (above) at Thruxton. Muir, 
who designed and built the car, based it on his Birrana Formula Atlantic car 
from last year. Brian Henton (below) practised the new Wheatcroft P26 but 
was prevented from racing when an oil feed pipe fractured on the glorious- 
sounding Holbay-developed Abarth eng 


ine. 


19.796s (with no penalties). J. C. 
Elder, crew chief on Benny Parsons’s 
Chevelle, led his crew to third place 
with a time of 20.076s (no penalties), 
while world record holder Mario 
Rossi had his crew working quickly 
on Darrell Waltrip’s Gatorade 
Chevelle to stop the watches on 
18.452s. However, they incurred a 2s 
penalty for not completely emptying 
one of their fuel churns. 


® Italian Lamberto Leoni, who 
drove F2 last year for the Everest 
team, is expected to go F8 this year 
with a Ralt-Novamotor. 


© Wealthy American car collector 
Harley Cluxton has added the two 
Gulf GR8s which came first and 
third at Le Mans last year to his 
stable. He hopes toracethecarsat Le 
Mans once again this year. 


® Mexican Hector Rebaque brought 
his brand new Lola T342 home to win 
the first race in the Mexican 
Formula Ford series recently. Lolas 
filled the next two places as well. 


CATCHPOLE 


H\ 
MAD D0G, 
WHY ARE YOU 
LOOKIN SO 
PENSIVE ? 
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WELL,! HAVE JUST GOT MYSELF 
A NEW SPONSOR, ITS LLOYDS THE 
INSURANCE PEOPLE. 


L 


GREAT! WHATS 
THE DEAL? 


By Barry Foley 


THEY ARE WILLING TO 
PAY ME TWO THOUSAND 
AYEAR- IF I'LL GIVE UP 
MOTOR RACING. 
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Flammini gets the jump on Ribeiro and Tambay at the start (above) and feels pleased with himself at the finish (below). 


THRUXTON F2 


Maurizio masterminds a 
one-two for March-BMW 


By CHRIS WITTY Photos by DAVID WINTER 


Apart from the goodly sized crowd, the sun also blazed down on Maurizio Flammini in the 
Formula 2 race at Thruxton last Monday. The Roman, in a style reminiscent of Hans- 
Joachim Stuck the week before, took his works BMW-powered March 762 to a superb 
victory, having started from the pole position. Leading from flag to flag, he also broke the 
circuit record on the way. However, it was a hard earned victory and, at times, the Italian 
seemed to be so aggressive with his car that it seemed doubtful that the March could stand 
up to such a pounding. It did, quite superbly. 

Having survived a heart-stopping moment early in the race, when he almost spun the car 
at the chicane and actually stalled the engine, Flammini quickly got back into the groove 
before any of his pursuers could benefit from his error. He was able to withstand pressure 
from his works March team-mate Alex Ribeiro, the diminutive Brazilian driving a crackin 
race as well. Then Jean-Pierre Jabouille came on the scene with his Renault-powered Elf 2J, 
having taken over from fellow-countryman Patrick Tambay, whose Renault-engined Martini 
was having handling problems. Jabouille closed the gap to race leader Flammini 
dramatically during the final laps, only to fall foul of a slower car at a crucial curve. 
Unbalanced, the yellow Elf spun round at well over 140mph and was unable to restart, 
leaving Flammini, who was now nursing a punctured front tyre, to come home a worthy 
winner. . 

Ribeiro inherited a superb second place to send the works March-BMW team into 
raptures, while Tambay made a last-minute effort in vain to pip the Brazilian. Excellent 
drives were put in by Eddie Cheever, the young American bringing Ron Dennis’s (Hart- 
engined) March 762 home fourth, while Ingo Hoffmann did what he intended to by bringing 
his ill-handling March-Hart 762 home to finish fifth. Francois Migault did well to bring his 
Osella-BMW home sixth, but spare a thought for Ray Mallock who, after a brilliant start 
to initially lie third, had a gear selector break on his Team Ardmore March 74B while looking 
certain to finish in the points. 

Incidentally, there were three different engines among the first four finishers, and five 
variants in the first eight. That’s variety, and Formula 2 is “in”. 
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Well, this was going to be the big one. This was 
the race that, as far as the organising BARC were 
concerned, would see them either sink or swim. As 
many will already know, the BBC’s decision not 
to televise the race unless the competitors 
adhered to a defunct advertising ruling saw DJM 
Records, who were to sponsor the event, pull out. 
On reflection, companies who feel that sponsor- 
ship of one race, or even a championship, gets 
them better value than backing an individual 
team or specific car whereby the spectator can 
draw on a separate identity ceases to amaze. 
Obviously the BARC personnel were thankful 
that Saturday’s day of practice was blessed with 
a superb summer sun that sent temperatures 
soaring to pleasant proportions. “If it’s like this 
on Monday then, hopefully, we'll get a good 
crowd” seemed to be the club’s desperate hope. 
Surely warm weather over any holiday sends the 
ublic toward the beaches or even the National 
rust parks. That’s it, perhaps Thruxton ought to 
be sold to the National Trust. Just picture it; 
grassy slopes, children picking daisies and butter- 
cups, mum opening up the picnic hamper and dad 
and eldest son fishing in a nearby stream. Okay, 
let’s not be facetious or else Sidney Offord, the 
BARC'’s flag dropper, might have a valid point 
when he told us last week that the British 
motoring press do nothing but criticise. He drew a 
ee with Angling Times saying “they really 
elieve in their sport and do everything they can 
to support it’. Sounds a bit fishy to me. 


ENTRY AND PRACTICE 


Following the opening round of the European 
championship at Hockenheim the previous week, 
the teams had either come. straight across the 
channel or briefly popped into their European 
bases to give the cars a quick check over. There 
had been no time for any major alterations, only a 
few additions that hadn’t made it to Germany. 

As at Hockenheim, the works March team were 
right on the ball. Although several clients of 
Motor Race Consultants had the privilege of some 
hi testing at the circuit last Thursday, 

arch Engineering were able to get their works 
development car out (Hans Stuck’s Hockenheim 
winner) for Maurizio Flammini to have a whirl in. 
According to reports, Flammini discovered this 
particular 762 superior to his own and found that 
the fast, heart-thumping, sweeps out around the 
back could be taken, figuratively speaking, with 
one hand on the steering wheel. And yet all three 
works cars are identical. 

Flammini lapped consistently in the tens, 


eventually setting a target figure for Saturday’s 
official practice at 1m 9.9s. Martin Walters, 
March Engineering’s development engineer, was 
pene and surprised that by the time practice 

ad finished, no one had got into the nines. In 
fact, Jacques Laffite’s pole time from last year 
(1m 10.1s) hadn't even been broken. 

Flammini was the man who had the pole tied up 
pretty much from the word go. In Saturday 
morning’s one hour session, he pushed his Scaini/- 
Texaco-backed 762 around in 1m 10.52s. Then in 
the afternoon the bespectacled Roman gladiator 
shaved 0.3s off this to make sure of the premier 
starting position. Maurizio’s only problems were 
neck strain through the fast sweeps (his able 
mechanics soon jigged up a helmet support taken 
off the roll-over hoop stays) and a sticking 
throttle which caused a few hair-raising moments 
entering the chicane. A spectating Robin Herd 
registered a strained cry as the Italian appeared 
on one lap, wheels locked and engine still running 
strong. A little time was lost changing the meter- 
ing unit in what looked like a successful effort at 
curing the problem. 

Supporting Flammini on the front row was 
team-mate Alex Ribeiro. It’s amazing what one 
week can do. Last row of the grid to first in one 
easy lesson. The easy lesson was a 762 which 
March designer Herd reckons to be one of his best 
ever cars. The Brazilian baptist was driving the 
same car that Ronnie Peterson had used the 
perinee week. On a circuit he knows well from his 

3 days, Alex was fractionally slower than 
Flammini in the first session but improved by a 
further 4/100ths in the afternoon to take up his 
front row slot. He may well have improved but 
after a dozen laps, his BeeEm burbled like a two- 
stroke. “It looks like a tappet screw or a cam- 
shaft”’ said Walters afterwards. 

In a similar vein to Ribeiro, one week has made 
a helluva lot of difference to Eddie Cheever. More 
to the point, Ron Dennis, his mechanics and the 
outside suppliers have made the difference. 

A decision was taken earlier in the week to 
install one of Brian Hart’s 420R engines into the 
back of the team’s 762 which Jochen Mass 
appeared in, albeit briefly, last week. The Lancia 
engines, which proved so unreliable, have gone 
back to Tino Brambilla’s Monza workshops and, 
at the request of Lancia, won't appear again until 
they last a little longer. That’s why Vittorio 
Brambilla was a non-starter. 

Many thought it would be impossible for 
Dennis’s team to complete the engine swop in the 
time available but it was done. The actual unit 
was borrowed from Ian Grob while a special 


Maurizio drove a masterful race, even if he was rather hard on the March. 
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thanks, on behalf of Dennis, goes to the lads from 
TDC who made the exhaust system with the 
engine fitted in the car. 

heever, admitting that it takes a little while 
getting used to oe our right foot down 
around the back, rewar sl she Project 4 equipe 
with a pleasing 1m 11.83s in the opening session. 
Any hopes of an improvement in the afternoon 
were thwarted when a tweak, administered by 
Dennis to cure a small wheelspin problem, caused 
Cheever a couple of hairy moments coming 
through the chicane. One was enough to see him 
gently attack the curbing which, amazingly, 
graunched the underside of the monocoque so 
badly that a new front bulkhead would have to be 
fitted before the race. 

The next fastest March was that of Frenchman 
Bernard Chevanne who was driving the ex- 
Patrick Depailler 742 with Elf backing. Chevanne, 
in his mid-twenties, was having his first F2 race 
and judging by his attempts in the first session 
which looked far from competent, there was an air 
of doubt over his final time. 

Chevanne, incidentally, is the grandson of 
Monsieur Floirat, owner of the entire Matra 
corporation and Europe No. 1, the leading French 
commercial radio station. ‘ 

If Chevanne’s time was dubious then Ra 
Mallock’s effort in his ex-Jacques Coulon March 
74B was poetic justice for all the misfortune that 
has hit the enthusiastic Ardmore Racing team so 
far this season. Ray ran well in both sessions, 
having let Ian Ashley hire the team’s troublesome 
Lola, and his Swindon BDX took him well into the 
twelves. As team manager John Heitman said: 
“It's bonzer mate.”” We presume he meant ‘great’. 

After his superb performance in Germany, Ingo 
Hoffmann was obviously hoping to continue in a 
similar vein this weekend, although with a little 
more benzine in the bag tanks. The Willi Kauhsen 
Racing Team brought along just one car for Hoff- 
man, the spare carpet being left at their 
Aachen workshops while Klaus Ludwig’s Hocken- 
heim wreck wouldn't have been required anyway 
as the German was racing saloons at Salzburg. 

Hoffmann looked to have the Hest-powseen 762 
going well early on in the first session, getting 

own to what turned out to be his final grid time, 
before a screw worked loose in the gear selector 
mechanism. In the afternoon, having only com- 
pleted four laps, Ingo admitted to making an 
error of judgment. The Brazilian put a wheel on 
the dirt at Village. He did the correct thing by 
trying to drive the car on the grass but it struck a 
hidden ditch and the 762 leapt into the air, 
landing quite heavily on the nose. At first the 
damage was thought bad enough to warrant the 
spare and while the Kauhsen team of innumerable 
bosses flapped over Mike Keegan’s sporting offer 
to fly over the spare chassis in one of his BAF 
planes, it was finally decided that Ingo’s descrip- 
tion of the damage was exaggerated and the 
mechanics could fix it afterall. 

Like Mallock, failing to make the race in 
Germany the week before hadn’t detered Richard 
Robarts who had the ex-Brian Henton Ford BDG- 
powered, Myson-backed 752, going reasonably 
well. Reasonable had to be the operative word for 
the Formula Atlantic lap record for the circuit is 
lm 13.2s set up last year by that remarkable 
Swede Gunnar Nilsson and any time over it had to 
be regarded as “‘slow”’. 

Robarts clocked his time, like Mallock, in the 
first session and failed to improve in the after- 
noon due to a main crankshaft oil seal breaking 
again. The engine, since Hockenheim, had been 
rebuilt at Geoff Richardson’s where it was found 
that the valve retainer had broken “probably 
during the earlier Mallory race. Fortunately it 
hadn't dropped onto a piston so it wasn’t as 
costly as it could have been”’ explained Robarts. 
As a matter of interest, Robarts car had been on 
the front row exactly a year ago. 

A new nosecone and frame from March was 
being tried by Willi Deutsch’s team to try and 
cure the vibration on their pristine 762 while 
Italian Alberto Colombo, having blown an engine 
after a couple of laps in the first session, was 
lucky to obtain a replacement from the ever 
present BMW GmbH service crew and therefore 
was able to qualify his 752 surprisingly well up. 

Making his first appearance in the formula was 
former Atlantic champion John Nicholson, the 
Kiwi engine builder of some repute, having 
acquired one of Ron Dennis’ March 752s over the 
winter. Installed in the back was a Nicholson-pre- 


‘pared Chevrolet Vega engine, the first time this 


unit had appeared in the formula as well. 

The engine first appeared a few seasons ago 
when, developed by Cosworth Engineering, it was 
used in 2-litre sports cars. However, despite a 
good power output of around 285 bhp, the engine 
proved troublesome and the project was dropped. 
However, Chevrolet have homologated some new, 
stronger, cylinder blocks (thought to be the 
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Vega’s original Achilles heel) and it is generally 
assumed that the reliability factor will be 
improved and the engine’s potential realised. 

Naturally Nicholson was full of praise for the 
four-cylinder Vega which although producing 
around the same power figure as in 1973, “didn’t’ 
seem to loose out at all to anything else I followed 
today.” Revving to 9500 rpm, the Vega’s asset is 
a tremendous torque curve. 

Nicholson ran the new combination on the 
Thursday “where I ran in the elevens before the 
rear wing broke.” He, rather like the March 
personnel, couldn’t figure out why lap times were 
so much slower two days later. However the tyre 
situation, which we’ll come to in a moment, 
possibly had something to do with it. Nicholson's 
only problem was missing the first session 
because he overslept! ‘“‘My mechanic phoned me 
at nine and said ‘practice starts at ten’ to which I 
replied ‘no way cos I’m in the bath’ and the 
circuit’s more than an hour away.” 

Giancarlo Martini, forsaking his F1 Ferrari, 
arrived with a new Everest-backed (the 
Italian equivalent of Durex) 762 which, after early 
pores: he qualified. His ‘‘team-mate” Lorenzo 

iccolini and fellow Italian, Sandro Pesenti-Rossi, 
both had brand new 762s, although the latter had 
engine problems and failed to make the race. He 
should have brought his rapid 742. 

Having journeyed’ down from Oulton Park 
where he’d been racing his 742 in the ShellSport 
5000 race, Val Musetti got onto the grid fairly 


comfortably (his spare car was kept in the trans-. 


shee! ready to qualify for the 5000 race at 
rands should he fail here) while further down the 
grid, Bernard de Dryver had left the new Van. 
Hoo! at home and dusted off his March 752 from 
last year in an effort to be sure of making the grid. 
Meanwhile back at the front of the large 33 car, 
grid, Patrick Tambay had issued the French 
challenge to the works Marches By eae: his 
Renault Gordini-powered Martini 19 on the 
outside of the front rank. Like Flammini and 
Ribeiro, Tambay had set the pace in the morning 
as well as the afternoon, the Frenchman looking 
smoother than the two works March drivers 
although it took him longer to equal Ribeiro’s 
time, possibly because of the tyres he was using. 
As for team-mate Rene Ammoux, again in the 


older Mk16 Martini which won this race last year, . 


he had a few problems in practice; first with a mis- 
firing Renault engine which was fixed by 
changing the alternator and then in the afternoon 
when one of the engine’s many cogged belts 
nearly chaffed through. 

As for Jean-Pierre Jabouille, heading the other 
prong of the French Elf/Renault attack, he found 
it took time to adjust his car to the circuit and 
was only able to improve significantly in the 
afternoon. Again, the initial lack of speed (com- 
pared to the works Marches) was down to tyres. 

Apparently the Goodyear personnel had 
decided that as Thruxton had an abrasive surface 
and it was a longer 55-lap race, their G54 com- 

ound, being harder, would suit competitors and 
ast the race. Therefore, with limited space in the 


International Tire Services truck, G54s had to be 
the general order of the day. 

However March Engineering fitted their cars 
with the softer G50s (kept over after Hockenheim) 
and they proved quicker. However, the French 
found themselves a little short so they had to 
make do with G54s on the left and G44s on the 
right. ‘‘We will only use the G50s to qualify for a 
grid time in the last few laps” explained 
Jabouille’s team manager Jean Sage, and he did. 

Interest now centred around the works 
Marches to see whether they could last the race 
distance on a set of G50s although they com- 
promised with the G54s in the end as did most of 
the front runners. 

Jabouille’s team-mate Michel Leclere was, for 
the second week, going through a bad patch. This 
time it was the fuel syaten in his Elf 2J, this 
being the new car which the team had at Hocken- 
heim last week as a spare. 

Leclere ran in the first session with a different 
airbox, this being to accommodate the longer and 
differently angled injection trumpets on an earlier 
series Renault engine which happened to be in- 


stalled in the car. Leclere’s fuel surge problems in ~ 


the morning saw an engine swop to a later series 
unit (and an airbox to go with it) during the lunch 
break but the starvation still persisted. The team 
thought it was perhaps a piece of metal stuck in 
the system somewhere and once they’d learned 


Patrick Tambay pressing on to no avail in the third-placed Martini. 


Tony Rouff gave the Boxer, here holding off Rene Arnoux ’s Martini, a fine F2 debut. 


that Michel had qualified (just!), they set to work 
to trace the trouble. 

Jabouille’s retirement at Hockenheim had been 
piston failure attributed to a fault in the car’s 
water system which was not cooling one of the 
engine’s cylinder heads properly. “It’s our fault” 
said Sage, “not Gordini’s.” : ‘ 

The pee for the best sounding car must go to 
the Abarth-engined Wheatcroft which Brian 
Henton was driving in public for the first time. 
The Holbay-develop straight-six engine 
astounded the cynics by lasting far longer than 
many thought. The new car, which hadn’t gone to 
Hockenheim because Holbay hadn’t produced 
sufficient engines, had a more or less trouble free 
time during the morning session, Henton admit- 
ting to ‘‘a few niggling problems here and there.” 

Although Brian improved by 1/100th in the 
afternoon, their session was cut short when the 
engine ran its bearings. With no spare, the team 
set about removing it so that Holbay could fix it 
back at their workshops on the Sunday. Trying to 
remove the engine was like looking for a haystack 
in a needle! 

Continuing the form he’d shown in Germany 
was Italian Roberto Marazzi in Sibicar-backed 
(they make fork lift trucks) Trivellato Chevron 
B35. Looking fast and smooth, this personable 24 
year old from Rome (see Pit and Paddock) was the 
fastest Chevron runner although Harald Ertl, 
driving his brand new BMW-powered B35, wasn’t 
far behind. The Austrian missed the first session 
because the car hadn’t been finished but, like the 
Chevron runners last week, he had no problems 
qualifying it from “‘off the shop floor”. 

Jose Dolhem’s Fred Opert Chevron B35 had 
been rebuilt by the Opert mechanics during the 
week after its Hockenheim incident and, along 
with Juan Cochesa, they qualified without any 
major hassles although Jose did have the Bis | 
module on the Lucas ignition system brea 
delaying his first practice while Juan got caught 
out by the infamous hump at Church and rooted 
the nosecone. 

The two other Chevrons that made the grid 
were Willi Lovato’s Trivellato B35 and Xavier 
Lapeyre’s Michelin-shod B29, the latter in fact 
being able to start as lan Ashley scratched in the 
Ardmore Lola. 

Ashley’s intentions had been to hire a car foi 
this race in order to prove his obvious capabilities 
Unfortunately, and it’s here that we anticipate ar 
irrate telephone call from Lola’s Derek Ongaro 
the new T450 has proved very, very, disap 
pointing. The development car, according to thos: 
who drove it late last year, bore little resemblance 
in handling characteristics to the current produc 
tion car. Mallock’s experiences with the Ardmor 
car so far this season have shown that it has ar 
alarming tendency to spin wheels while the reai 
suspension geometry seems to allow such a tre 
mendous loading on the driveshafts that the} 
knuckle-out and break when subjected to 
forces. 

“Is Ashley running the car in the East Africa 
Safari’ quipped one of our epee. rally guys 
so high was the car’s ride height at the back in i 
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vain attempt to cure the wheelspin. Mikko 
Kozarowitzky’s Marlboro-ATS car was having 
the same problem, only worse for at least Ashley 
is on the same wavelength as Lolas. ‘It’s far far 
too stiff’ remarked Gunnar Nilsson, yet another 
driver who was spectating at the chicane during 
practice. 

Ashley said after the first session that unless he 
could get the Swindon BDX-powered car “‘into the 
tens, then there’s no point in racing’. Many 
thought it was a heroic effort to make the 
thirteens. As for Kozarowitzky, he was totally dis- 
illusioned while Mallock must have been laughing 

_ although one still has to remember that Ardmore 
still own the car. 

The Italian Osellas were also having problems 
although none of their drivers, apart from Hans 
Binder, seemed very specific about what the 
— was. “Eet oversteer’’ said Giorgio 

rancia who, along with “Gianfranco” are 
running the same cars from last season although 
in the new style bodywork. 

In the pukka works team, Binder tried running 
his car with part of the nose cut away and without 
the rear engine cover that includes the diahedral 
wings. “I think they cause too much turbulence” 
said the Austrian. ‘The car also springs away too 
much”’ he added. Francois Migault, his French 
team-mate, more or less agreed. Perhaps it’s down 
to their 5in bellhouse extensions upsetting the 
car’s balance? 

Completing the grid were three neatly made 
one-offs plus Freddy Kottulinksy who, apart from 
being hapa about the car, was able to get the 
Lochmann Racing team’s Ralt RT1 well onto the 
grid in order to start his first ever F2 race. 
American Tony Rouff made his third appearance 
in the Netherton & Worth-backed Boxer which is 
run by Brian Lewis although this BD X-powered 
car looked to be suffering from excessive wheel- 
spin at the chicane. 

Jorg Obermoser’s Warsteiner-backed team 
Recaaht along a pair of Michelin-shod ToJ-BMWs, 
although Keijo Rosberg retained the car he raced 
at Hockenheim, now repaired after his off-course 
excursion. The car is, in effect, the ToJ sports car 
chopped in half; the actual tub is different 
although the front bulkhead and suspension are 
the same. Rosberg wasn’t prepared to commit 
himself on the difference between the Michelin 
and Goodyear tyres, saying only that the French 
radials required a more positive driving style into, 
and through, the slower corners. 

Last, but by no means least, was the brand new 
Minos (see Pit and Paddock) which Australian 
Bob Muir drove aggressively in order to make the 

grid. The car had missed the first session when 
the distributor drive broke and having been 
unable to start the engine in order to test last 
Thursday, it looked as if Bob and Marj Brown's 
team were going to be sidelined. Fortunately this 
wasn’t the case. 

___ Of those few who didn’t qualify initially, Ian 
Grob in the Modus looked likely to miss out once 
more; again it was the fuel system which, apart 
from Saturday’s official practice, had played up in 
three separate test sessions throughout the week. 
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British hero Ray Mallock checks his mirrors for an attack from Eddie Cheever and Ingo Hoffmann. 


Patrick Tambay , Alex Ribeiro Maurizio Flammini 
Martini-Renault March-BMW 762 March-BMW 762 
1m 10.62s 1m 10.62s 1m 10.22s 
Jean-Pierre Jabouille Eddie Cheever 
Elf-Renault 2) March-Hart 762 
1m 11.69s 1m 11.63s 
Bernard Chevanne Brian Henton* Roberto Marazzi 
March-BMW 742 Wheatcroft-Abarth Chevron-BMW B35 
1m 12.35s 1m 12.25s 1m 11.83s 
Ray Mallock Harald Erti 
March-Ford 74B Chevron-BMW B35 
im 12.48s 1m 12.37s 
Ingo Hoffmann Francois Migault Jose Dolhem 
March-Hart 762 Osella-BMW FA2 Chevron-Hart B35 
1m 12.87s 1m 12.77s 1m 12.72s 
Willi Deutsch Richard Robarts 
March-BMW 762 March-Ford BDG 752 
1m 13.08s 1m 12.97s 
John Nicholson Hans Binder Alberto Colombo 
March-Chevrolet752 'OsellaBMW FA2  March-BMW 752 
1m 13.26s 1m 13.19s 1m 13.10s 
Tony Rouff Keijo Rosberg 
Boxer-Ford PR2 ToJ-BMW F201 
1m 13.32s 1m 13.27s 
Juan Cochesa Giancarlo Martini | Rene Arnoux 
Chevron-Hart B35 March-BMW 762 Martini-Renault Mk16 
1m 13.40s 1m 13.34s 1m 13.33s 
Val Musetti* Freddy Kottulinsky 
March-Ford 742 Ralt-BMW RT1 
1m 13.77s 1m 13.61s 
Giorgio Francia Bob Muir lan Ashley* 
Osella-BMW FA2 Minos-Ford BJ1 Lola-Ford T450 
1m 14.05s 1m 14.04s 1m 13.91s 
Willi Lovato Bernard de Dryver 
Chevron-BMW B35 March-BMW 752 
1m 14.90s 1m 1434s 
Mikko Kozarowitzky Michel Leclere “Gianfranco” 
Lola-BMW T450 Elf-Renault 2) Osella-BMW FA2 
1m 15.70s 1m 15.62s 1m 15.17s 
lan Grob Xavier Lope re 
Modus-Hart M7 Chevron-BMW B29 
1m 16.47s 1m 15.77s 
Lorenzo Niccolini 
March-BMW 762 
1m 18.23s 
* non-starter 
Non qualifiers 
Alessandro Pesenti-Rossi(March-BMW 762)....... 1m 17.37s 
Roy Baker (March-Ford BDG75B)............... 1m 25.63s 


RACE 


“Sunday’s ‘day off’ had seen the Kauhsen 


mechanics work feverishly turning Hoffmann’s 
car into something regarded as TaceMrOry: The 
tub. was visably crinkled but Ingo reckoned, 
certainly after the warm-up session on race day, 
that it would be okay for a finish. Cheever’s car 
was also okay, while Jabouille had done some 
suspension tweaks and his Elf 2J felt a lot better 
now. Team-mate Leclere had had his fuel system 
sorted out (it was an incorrectly wired up fuel 
pump), while poor Henton became a non-starter 
when it was discovered that the Abarth engine 
had run its bearings and the crankshaft was badly 
damaged. Holbay’s Roger Dunnel told us that an 
oil feed pipe had fractured for the second time in 
three days (it had prevented the car’s testing the 

revious Thursday). Also non-starting, apart from 
Fenton and Ashley, was Val Musetti who, having 


arranged to fly in from Brands where he was also 


racing in the 5000 event, failed to find a 
replacement fuel pump for his F2 car after earlier 
practice problems! These non-starters allowed in 
three reserves. 

Flammini burnt rubber to a bare minimum and 
catapulted away at the start. with Tambay and 
Mallock in pursuit, the latter having made an 
as start from the fourth row. Ribeiro soon 
muscled past the Englishman out around the 
back while Jabouille, Hoffmann, Cheever, Ertl 
and the rest formed the huge queue behind. 

Marazzi was unlucky to lose his clutch on the 
grid and this effectively put him out of the 
running, although he later had a minor off-course 
excursion on the big trail of oil laid by team-mate 
Lovato who blew his engine all over the place. 
Muir unfortunately only lasted until lap 2 before 
the distributor drive broke for the second time in 
two days, while Leclere, having rocketed through 
from the final row to lie 15th after a mere two 
laps, crawled to a halt with the gear linkage 
broken. Ertl was also another early casualty with 
a reccurence of his pre-race warm-up electrical 
misfire. 

Meanwhile, Flammini was really piling on 
the horses, although Tambay’s superb-soundin 
Renault V6 was going with him. Ribeiro ha 
dropped them slightly, while Jabouille had 
quickly relegated Mallock another place. 
However, Cheever and Hoffmann were having a 
much harder time trying to find a way through. 
The young American eventually did on lap 4, and 
then set off after the leaders. Hoffmann stayed 
behind the Ardmore car, his bodywork having 
come loose. Migault, by far the quickest of the 
Osella runners (Binder had fluctuating fuel 
prverane throughout), had fought through to the 

ead of the midfield pack which comprised Ertl 
(about to retire), Chevanne, Robarts, Rouff, 
Deutsch, Arnoux and Nicholson. 

Up front, Flammini was still pi J right on 
the absolute ragged edge, and on lap 6 che 
Scaini/Texaco March violently locked a wheel 
under braking for the chicane. Maurizio’s hands 
were quick to flick on the opposite lock but, 
coupled with missing a vital gear change down, 
the engine died. As Tambay quickly swallowed up 
the distance, the Italian was able to bump-start 
the engine while still freewheeling, and away he 
roared again. It was noticeable, even at this early 
stage, that Patrick was losing ground and that 
Ribeiro and Jabouille were catching him. As the 
Frenchman admitted afterwards, he'd gone wide 
onto the dirt at Church and broken part of 
stabiliser lip on the nosecone. After that, the car 
on to understeer with such force that Tambay 
had to change down to fourth gear around the 
back rather than stay flat in fifth. It was just a 
question of time before Ribeiro swallowed him up, 
and on lap 10 the works ‘Marches were one and 
two. A lap later, Jabouille followed suit. 

This left Tambay to the mercy of Cheever and, 
with the blue Martini firmly in his sights, Eddie 
hauled to him and, at the same time, became the 
quickest man on the track for that period. 

The pattern up front now settled down a ma 2 


1 


THRUXTON F2 continued 


before Cheever disturbed the lap chart by getting 
oo the Martini on lap 21. At the same time, 
abouille closed in on Ribeiro. 

* Further down the field Migault was still chasing 
Hoffmann and Mallock while Rouff and Arnoux 
had come through the “‘bunch” to begin a great 
squabble which lasted for many laps. Chevenne 
had spun out from this group, while Francia had 
come through it to give Deutsch a hard time. 
Robarts had dropped back somewhat to head 
Colombo, Kottulinsky and Dolhem, the latter 
having spun on the first lap and damaged his nose 
splitter which, in turn, upset the car’s handling. 
Robarts eventually had to pit after a plug 
electrode broke, while Francia’s progress towards 
the Arnoux/Rouff battle ended with the throttle 
slides stiffening up. Kottulinsky also departed, 
the throttle ae hetelcie broken, while Rosber 
had his throttle stick open and smashed the To 
into the armco at the chicane, fortunately without 
injury to himself. There was plenty goimg on all 
over the place. 

With 30 laps gone, Flammini had a 6s 
advantage over his team-mate and Jabouille, 
while Tambay still stuck close to the impressive ° 
Cheever. Mallock was still doing a grand job and 
raising a few eyebrows in the process, keeping a 
handy cushion over the seemingly contented 
Hoffmann and aclosing Migault. 

Arnoux passed Rouft’s enthusiastically driven 
Boxer for the first time on lap 31, but Fony got 
his own back two laps later. The positions were 
reversed yet again, although for only one lap 
before the Martini finally left his sparring 
partner, the American driver explaining 
afterwards that tyre vibrations had tended to 
ease his right foot. Still it had: been a worthwhile 
drive for him, but not neccesarily for Arnoux who, 
like his team-mate, was complaining of excessive 
understeer. 

Up front Flammini maintained his kerb- 
hopping, wheel-locking advantage while Ribeiro 
had to submit to Jabouille on lap 36 “because as 
the fuel load pot lighter, the car, she became 
oversteery’’. Cheever, perhaps feeling the pace, 
relaxed ‘fractionally and Tambay whistled 
through, and then we waited: no Mallock. Oh, no. 
The March had stopped, without warning, on the 
far side of the circuit; a broken gear selector 
within the gearbox ending Ray’s best: F2 race to’ 
date. Is there no justice? 

As the race entered its final phase, attention 
turned towards Jabouille and his pursuit of the 
leader. On lap 42, the gap was 4.86s. The next lap 
it was down to 2.62! Then 2.12, then back to 3.94. 
By lap 47, Maurizio had pulled it back out to 4.08, 
thanks to the traffic and there was still plenty of 
that. But the leader had a problem, although he 
claims afterwards that it hardly affected him. He 
had a puncture. It was the front right tyre, but 
Thruxton being a predominantly right-handed 
circuit, all the loadings (apart from on three 
corners) were taken on the opposite side. It 
certainly didn’t seem to affect his lap times, 
although Jabouille now began to bite into his lead 
with half a dozen laps to go. 

From 3.02 on lap 48, it came down to 2.26, 1.69, 
1.71 and then 1.05. There were three laps left to 
run. Could the wily frog leap over the Roman? The 
answer was a spectacular “no” for, as the Elf 
went light cresting the notorious hump at Church, 
the turbulence from Ian Grob’s Modus (which was 
being lapped), completely upset the balance of the 
French car, and it pirouetted off at high speed. 
Maurizio was home, safe and dry. 


Shee weer e ae 


THRUXTON TOURING CARS 


As one driver reported after Monday’s RAC 
Prowse British touring car round, ‘‘yes it’s ok, 
except there’s another Capri ten days in front of 
me’’. That Capri is the car of Tom Walkinshaw, 
and on this occasion, for seven laps of Thruxton, 
he was harried by Andy Rouse’s 2.0 Triumph 
Dolomite Sprint, and those two left behind the 
rest of the field. But having holed an engine in 
practice, Rouse’s 1976 ill-luck continued, for 
having led Walkinshaw on most of the laps that 
he completed, he retired with a cam bucket 
broken, and Walkinshaw was left with an easy 
lead which he maintained to the end to win his 
second GI race of the weekend. It seemed that the 
Team Castrol/London Sports Car Centre Capri 
just didn’t have the handling problems of the 
other Capris around the Hampshire circuit, for 
‘Tom was never worried, and showed that he and 
Rouse are the only two drivers in the same race on 
faster circuits. Chris Craft is in the hunt, but 
neither he nor Gordon Spice could come to terms 
with the handling of their Capris, Spice finish- 
ing second, just in front of Craft. First of the 
1601 to 2300cc cars was Gerry Marshall’s 
Vauxhall Magnum which took a creditable fourth 
overall, three places in front of habitual 1301 
to1600ce class winner Win Percy in the Team 
Toyota Celica. Bernard Unett is equally happy as 
class winner of the up to 1300cc class, and that’s 
what he took, in front of Peter Hilliard who seems 
to have the measure of the more troublesome 
Alfasuds. 


RY PR | 


The RAC Keith Prowse Touring car entry had had 
to make the journey down from Oulton, as well as 
survive that race before their practice late in the 
day on Saturday, so there were naturally one or 
two holes in the entry and the odd bit of re- 
building going on in the paddock. Primary among 
this was the Campari/Alfa Romeo Dealer Team 
who'd had Oulton dramas, while both Vince 
Woodman and Holman Blackburn had had to give 
Oulton a miss after their Silverstone happenings 
so were absolutely fresh. Stuart Rolt and Richard 
Lloyd both had problems with their chosen cars, 
Capri and Commodore respectively, so Stan 
Robinson of Wisharts kindly let them qualify in 
one of the MM Plant Hire Capris and they hoped 
to make Monday’s race, albeit from the back of 
the grid. 

After a long day’s practice, the circuit was 
naturally covered with oil and rubber which made 
handling a very difficult and essential thing on. 
this fast track, and most of the Capri drivers were 
coenpaansg of varying qualities. However, the 
one man who wasn’t unduly worried was Oulton 
victor Tom Walkinshaw in the Team Castrol/Lon- 
don Sports Car Centre Capri II. His 1m 32s was 


Jochen Rindt Memorial Trophy 
Thruxton, April 19 
55 laps — 132.00 miles 
European Championship — round 2 


1, Maurizio Flammini (March-GmbH BMW 762), Ihr 06m 51.54s, 

116.29mph; 

2, Alex Ribeiro (March-GmbH BMW 762), Lhr 07m 18.35s; 

%y aga Tambay (Martini-Gordini Renault V6 Mk19), Lhr 07m 
. 

4, Eddie Cheever (March-Hart 420R 762), Ihr 07m 29.10s; 

5, Ingo Hoffman (March-Hart 420R 762), 54 laps; 

6, Francois Migault (Osella-Schnitzer BMW FA2/76), 54 laps: 

7, Rene Arnoux (Martini- Gordini Renault V6 Mk16), 54 laps, 8, 
Tony Rouff (Boxer-Swindon Ford BDX PR2), 54 laps; 9. Willi Deutsch 
(March-GmbH BMW 762), 54 laps; 10, Alberto Colombo (March- 
GmbH BMW 752), 54 laps; 11, John Nicholson (March-Chevrolet 
Vega 752), 54 laps; 12, Juan Cochesa (Chevron-Hart 420R B35), 53 
laps; 13, Bernard de Dryver (March-GmbH BMW 752), 53 laps, 14, 
Jean-Pierre Jabouille (Elf-Gordini Renault V6 2J), 52 laps, DNF; 15, 
lan Grob (Modus-Hart 420R M7), 52 laps; 16, Xavier Lapeyre 
(Chevron-GmbH BMW B29), 52 laps; 17, Jose Dolhem (Chevron- 
Hart 420R B35), 51 laps; 19 Richard Robarts (March-Richardson 
Ford BDR 752), 51 laps; 19, Giancarlo Martini (March-GmbH BMW 
762), 50 laps; 20, Hans Binder (Osella-GmbH BMW FA2/76), 49 laps 

Fastest lap: Flammini, 1m 10.73s, 119.92mph (circuit record). 

Retirements: Giorgio Francia, lap 39. throttle slides jammed: Ray 
Mallock, lap 37, gear selector; “Gianfranco”, lap 36, engine; Mikko 
Kozarowitsky, lap 21, overheating; Willi Lovato, lap 21, engine; 
Roberto Marazzi, lap 15, crash and clutch; Harald Ertl, lap 9, 
electrics; Keijo Rosberg, lap 7, crash; Michel Leclere, lap 2, gear 
linkage: Bobby Muir, lap 1. distributor drive. 

European F2 Championship positions: Tambay, 10pts, 2, Arnoux 
and Flammini, 9; 4, Ribeiro, 6; 5, Deutsch, 4; 6, Marazzi and 
Cheever, 3; 8, Ertl and Hoffmann, 2; 10, Hans Heyer and Migault, 1. 
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The early duel between Andy Rouse’s Dolomite and Tom Walkinshaw’s winning Capri. 


Tom is Prowse piper 


rivalled by just one other driver, Andy Rouse in 
Leyland ST’s Dolomite Sprint on 1m 32.34s. But. 
unfortunately, this was not without its problems, 
and on a relatively slow lap, the engine blew up 
when, Andy believes, the bearings went. ‘They're 
too small basically for the engine” says Rouse, 
adding that to eke out that extra 5bhp that 
Broadspeed have found over the winter, it has 
erhaps been necessary to overstress the engine, 
ence their recent problems. 

Completing the front row was Silverstone 
winner, Gordon Spice in the first of MM Plant 
Hire Capris on 1m 34.08s, which is more than 2s 
slower than Walkinshaw. Spice and team-mate 
Clark were both complaining of oversteer but 
were otherwise quite healthy. 

Two 1600cc to 2300cc cars were on the second 
row, the second Sprint for Steve Thompson and 
Dave Brodie’s Mazda. Thompson admitted that 
he just couldn’t get Thruxton right, and is still 
learning the Sprint's handling while Brodie, 0.03s 
slower on 1m 34.16s also complained of handling 
troubles and the car was misfiring, so his second 
row was a good effort, especially as he only did 12 
laps. The Capris of Chris Craft and Holman Black- 
burn sandwiched Gerry Marshall's Vauxhall 
Magnum on row three. Craft, on 1m 34.49s, was 
finding the handling odd as was Marshall on 1m 
34.97s, but the difference was that Marshall knew 
what to do about it whereas Craft was mystified. 
Blackburn, on 1m 35.20s, was another to change 
the handling with roll bars in the Hermetite Capri, 
pristine again after its Silverstone roll. 

Colin Vandervell, on row four in the Triplex 
Capri was another mystified by handling having 
set a lm 35.22s to share the row with Martin 
Thomas’ Dolomite Sprint, who felt his only 
problem was himself. More handling stories were 
to be heard on row six from Vince Woodman 
whose Capri had a new engine after Silverstone 
and he was suffering from understeer, while his 
neighbour, Win Percy in the Samuri Toyota Celica 
wasn’t too certain about his shock absorbers nor 
whether he was ne the correct diff, but in a 
minimal number of laps had equalled his la 
record for the up to 1600cc class. Peter Clark 
(Capri) shared the row, but some 1.5s down on the 
other two. 

Paddy Loughnane’s Dolomite Sprint shared 
row six with Barrie Williams, the latter this time 
in the GI Celica that was used by Brian Cutting at 
Silverstone, Cutting now in the Radio One con- 
tending Celica on the next row. He shared this 
with Tim Stock’s Magnum who only did ten laps 
as a ball joint broke in the suspension when trying 
for a time, and German Hartmut Bauer who 
brought along a pretty standard Escort RS2000 
and quickly got to grips with the circuit. 

Bernard Unett was once again quickest of the 
up to 1300cc cars in the Mopar Avenger GT, 
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completely useless fur C 
_ Celica, while Unett still had control of his class 


Jon Dooley (Alfasud) and Dave Hedges (Mini) less than tidy at the chicane. 


having over two seconds in hand over his nearest 
rival, Peter Hilliard, but they were split b 

Brian Muir’s Norman Reeves Capri GT’ whic 

stuck in first gear after three laps so he was going 
to be a charger in the race. Hilliard headed row 
nine in his Alfa Junior, ahead of the Sud some- 
times driven by Malcolm Wayne, but handled by 


‘John Myerscough on this occasion. The ‘two 


Campari ’Suds of Simon Kirkby and Jon Dooley 
were next, while Derek Lawrence’s Mario Deliotti 
car was again with out oil pressure after the Oulton 
dramas so he was to have a new engine. He would 
share that eleventh row with Stuart Rolt and 
Richard Lloyd when they turned up. 


RACE 


It was Rouse who got the best start with 
Walkinshaw, Spice, Vandervell and Marshall 
following, and then that tight gaggle of cars that 
becomes the norm in RAC Touring Car racing, 
with a certain amount of bumping and boring, 
especially with the fast cars at the back. At the 
end of lap one, Rouse was still at the head of the 
train, but by lap two, he and Walkinshaw had 
opened up a little gap to Spice, who in turn had 
a gap to Marshall, Vandervell, Blackburn, 
Woodman Thompson, Craft, Muir (a storming 
start), and Brodie, all in a bunch. Percy was next, 
leading his class well while Unett was leading the 
small class from Hilliard, whose Alfa mates didn’t 
reckon the chicane kerbing much, and seemed to 
totally ignore it. 


The next five laps saw battle royal joined: 


between Rouse and Walkinshaw as they pulled 
out more and more over Spice in second. The 
battle was really tremendous, exactly as tourin 
cars should be, for Rouse’s 2.0 litre engine saemed 
to have enough power down the straights, but 
into and out of corners, Walkinshaw had more 
we and would come right up on him, so much 
so that out of the chicane on lap six, Tom got his 
first taste of the lead and narrowly held it for a 
lap. But then at the end of the next lap, eight, he 
was on his own. A cam bucket had broken on the 
Sprint and Rouse slowly headed for the pits for 
another disappointing retirement. 

Meanwhile, things had been going on behind 
Spice in third place. From the dicing bunch 
behind, first Brodie went out when the fan belt 
broke after a good start and then Blackburn got 
himself out of the bunch with Gerry Marshall. 
But that was to be shortlived for the Capri 
retired a lap later with overheating, so Marshall 
was back in the bunch with Vandervell, Craft and 
Woodman breathing down his neck. Then Craft 
led it for a while as they got spaced out, and Muir 
dropped out with a blown head gasket. 

In the classes, Percy had his lead well sewn up, 
with Williams feeling his shock absorbers 
er back in the other G1 


without problems, Hilliard still ahead of the 
‘Suds, from whose number Myerscough had 


| dropped out with a holed piston. 
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For the first two, Walkinshaw and Spice, there 
appeared no problems, they just toured round to 
their one-two. Craft detached himself from the 
Marshall led bunch and _ pursued Spice 
relentlessly, doing well to get within 0.7s by 
the end, but it wasn’t quite enough. Towards 


THRUXTON F3 


the end of the race, Marshall, who now found 
himself the class leader, was caught and passed 
by Vandervell, but he wasn’t having any of that, 
and soon got his fourth place back again and Colin 
had to make do with fifth, albeit a rather unhappy 
one. Woodman was another unhappy runner. 
with handling problems still, and he came home 
sixth, with class leader Percy just Pipping 
Thompson. The second Leyland driver foun 
himself losing more and more power, and in an 
effort to keep ahead, made a mistake into the 
chicane on the penultimate lap and Percy just 
nipped through for seventh. Unett stayed ahead 
=o with the various ‘Suds completing the 
class. 

Now all the Capri drivers are faced with the 
problem of how to get their cars to handle around 
the long sweeps of Thruxton before the next 
round. At the moment, it seems that only Rouse 
and Walkinshaw are in the ball park. Much has to 
be done, and drivers relish the three week gap to 
the next round. 


BOB CONSTANDUROS 


Keith Prowse RAC Touring Car championship, round 4 
hruxton, April 19, 22 laps 

1, Tom Walkinshaw (3.0 Ford Capri II), 34m 53.73s, 69.12mph; 
2, Gordon Spice (3.0 Ford Capri Il), 35m 14.03s; 
3, Chris Craft (3.0 Ford Capri II), 35m 14.75s; ‘ 
4, Gerry Marshall (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum Coupé), 35m 25.98s; 
5, Colin Vandervell (3.0 Ford Capri II), 35m 26.19s; 
6, Vince Woodman (3.0 Ford Capri il), 35m 32.11s; 

7, Win Percy (1.6 Toyota Celica GT), 35m 54.26s; 8, Steve 
Thompson (2.0 Triumph Dolomite Sprint), 35m 54.73s; 9, Peter 
Clark (3.0 Ford Capri Il), 36m 16s; 10, Stuart Rolt (3.0 Ford Capri 
GT), 36m 32.07s. 

ver 2300cc: 1, Walkinshaw, 89.12mph; 2, Spice; 3, Craft; 4, 
Vandervell; 5, Woodman; 6, Clark. Fastest lap: Walkinshaw, 1m 
33.27s, 90.94s (establishes record). 

1601cc to 2300cc: 1, Marshall, 87.77mph; 2, Thompson; 3, Martin 
Thomas (2.0 Triumph Dolomite Sprint); 4, Hartmut Bauer (2.0 Ford 
RS2000); no other finishers. Fastest lap: Andy Rouse (2.0 Triumph 
Dolomite Sprint), 1m 33.25s, 90.96mph (establishes record). 

1301cc to 1600cc: 1, Percy, 86.62mph; 2, Barrie Williams (1.6 
Toyota Celica GT); 3, Brian Cutting (1.6 Toyota Celica GT): no other 
plan Fastest lap: Percy, 1m 36.78s, 87.64mph (establishes 
record). 

Up to 1300cc: 1, Bernard Unett (1.3 Hillman Avenger GT), 
81.33mph; 2, Peter Hilliard (1.3 Alfa Romeo GT Junior); 3, Jon 
Dooley ps Alfa Romeo Alfasud Ti); 4, Derek Lawrence (1.2 Alfa 
Romeo Alfasud Ti); 5, Simon Kirkby (1.2 Alfa Romeo Alfasud Ti); no 
other finishers. Fastest lap: Unett, 1m 42.87s, 82.45mph 
(establishes record). 


Rupert outbears Bruno 


The antics and efforts of Italian Bruno Giacomelli 
to overtake Rupert Keegan were undoubtedly the 
highlight of Monday’s BP Super Visco F3 round 
at Thruxton. Twice the Italian got by the British 
Air Ferries March, but each time Keegan kept his 
cool, and Giacomelli overcooked it enough to let 
the BAF March lead again. Finally Giacomelli did 
it right, only to exit the chicane too fast, and 
overcook it there instead, and the close following 
Keegan aided his progress. Rupert went on to 
score yet another F3 win while Giacomelli held on 
to third position. Second was Stephen South, who, 
like Keegan has benefitted from last year’s F3 
experience and drove a quiet, quick race watching 
the two in front, once Giacomelli had gone he 
closed up to within 0.7s of the winner at the end. 
The leading bunch and Giacomelli in particular 
made it an interesting race, and for his pains he 
lowered the existing lap record by 0.07s. 


ENTRY AND PRACTICE 


Practice for the 15 lap BP Super Visco F3 
championship round took place over two sessions 
on the beautiful Saturday, the first early in the 
morning over 30 minutes, and the second in the 
afternoon with 45 minutes to play with. The entry 
of 23 was immediately cut by four with the non- 
apperances of Chris Barnett, Tony Dron, Willi 
Siller and Herve Regout. All four are potentially 
good runners, so it was shame to rob the race of 
these four. Siller was at Zandvoort, Dron is with- 
out engines, Barnett is said to have stopped al- 
together and Regout still has to tie up his Safir 


eal. 

Without these four, the entry of 19 was fairly 
representative of a British F3 race. Of the new- 
comers, Brett Riley’s Modus had only just had its 
twin cam engine fitted, the Anson was another 
waiting for a Dolomite engine but made do with 
one of Neil Brown’s twin cam Fords as the 
Triumph mill wasn’t ready, and Patrick 
Bardinon’s Lola made an appearance, albeit not 
too competitive and rather smokey. 

Fastest in both sessions, and surprisingly 
setting his time in the second after various classes 
of racing had deposited oil and rubber on the 
track, was Stephen South. The quiet March driver 


from Harrow is joint lap record holder with’ 


Deer Sullivan and Gunnar Nilsson on 1m 16.4s, 
and although he did 16.48s in the first session, he 
cut that to 16.26s in the second. He still has the 


Dortmunder Union Beer/Bogarts March with 
Toyota/Novamotor engine, and this deposited oil 
onto the rear brakes in the first session, but he 
really went well for his pole winning time. 

Once again well in the ball park was fey 
Keegan on 1m 16.45s who sat his time in the first 
session and was then about 0.3s down on that in 
the second, despite doing more laps than anyone. 
However, his style is really a lot smoother than 
many, and the British Air Ferries March 743 
looked just as good as South. 

Without quite the same control, but fast 
enough to complete the front row was the Italian 
Bruno Giacomelli in the works March, now with a 
brand new Toyota/Novamotor, having returned 
his_ Silverstone winning éngine to Conny 
Anderson. Giacomelli’s 1m 16.55s was not with- 
out its dramas, for in the first session, he had a 
small but fast off round the back of the circuit, 
and then he ran up someone else’s gearbox in the 
second when he set his time. However, there 
wasn’t too much damage. 

Always in the shadow of these three regulars is 
Mike Young in the Anglian Gilt Producers’ work 
tended Modus. He headed the second row on 1m 
17s which he did at the end of the first session, 
and might have lopped a little off that had Steve 
Pettitt not had rather a large accident in his 
March at Goodwood, which slowed things down 
somewhat. Beside Young was the ageing Dastle 
of Barrie Maskell which really was a good effort 
for this old car. Maskell admitted it was a bit 
“blood and thunder” and that oversteer and 
brake problems weren’t helping things along. 

Heading the third row, and the last driver in the 
17s was Richard Hawkins in the Ehrlich run 
March 7438. Both he and Mike Tyrrell seemed to 
be trying very hard, although Hawkins personally 
feels his Toyota/Novamotor is a bit down on 
power, so his 1m 17.79s might have been by dint 
of that of hard driving. Bob Arnott was alongside 
in his March 743 on 1m 18.08s having been 
troubled with spongy brakes in the first session, 
and such understeer that he was having to lift off 
round the long corner at the back which must 
have been costing him a second. The third 
occupant of this third row was New Zealander 
Brett Riley in his new Moduson'1m 18.173 which 
was a considerable improvement on his morning 
time. > 
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Giacomelli grabs the lead but gets sideways — on the other side 


THRUXTON E3 continued 


Exactly two seconds slower than South, on the 
fourth row, was the Belgian domiciled Corsican 
Claude Cuicci in the Neil Brown Dolomite 
powered wie poe eh and he shared the row with 
Mike Tyrrell in the Ehrlich which was troubled by 
gearbox problems. Aryon Cornelsen of Brazil, in 
the second works March and having his second F3 
race, slowly improved to 1m 18.97s, to be 0.02s 

wicker than Tiff Needell in the Anson built by 

rabham mechanic Gary Anderson, and Tyrre 
man Bob Simpson. With the twin cam engine, 
Needell was quite happy, although he couldn't see 
where he was missing out, but he did well in just 
the afternoon session as Airing the engine was a 
very late job. Ian Flux, who had the entire car 
retuned by Ron Tauranac which didn’t seem to 
work, completed the fifth row. Of the rest, just 
Steve Pettitt was a non-starter as he had this 
large accident at Goodwood in the morning which 
wrote off just about everything and must be a big 
blow to his F8 efforts. 


RACE 


Before the start there were dramas as on Sunday 
the BARC reorganised the starting times of races 
which meant that Needell couldn’t make his airlift 
to and from Brands where he was contesting the 
FF 2000 race. The Anson team tried to get Herve 
Regout into the car but he hadn't qualified so 
regretfully the car was a non-starter. 


SUPPORTING RACES 
Warwick's 
FF victory 


The three supporting races that followed the F2 
championship event were certainly varied. Firstly 
there were mouthwatering Ferraris galore, 
perhaps not really a race, but in some cases, 
certainly entertaining. Then there was the cut and 
thrust of Formula Ford where Derek Warwick 
confirmed the established Formula Ford idiom 
that one has to get in front and stay out of 
trouble, and finally an Oldham and Crowther 
Throughbred sports car qualifier which Dave 
Preece’s Jaguar XK120 won after John Harper's 
similar challenging car blew a head gasket once 
-again. 

The idea of having a Ferrari race was really an 
excellent one, and though no-one expected much 
of a race, Willie Green and Richard Bond did their 
best to give one to the spectators. Green had been 
substantially quicker in practice in JCB’s 5.0 
Ferrari 512s, a gorgeous motor car, while Richard 
Bond was another quick one in Michael Vernon's 
3.0 Ferrari 312PB, but some of the 
competitiveness was lost in practice when the 
other two JCB cars had problems. The Dino 206S 
of Alain de Cadenet digested a nut through one of 
the injection trumpets, and the lovely P3 to be 
driven by Frank Sytner had a head gasket 
blowing, so they were non-starters. One of the 
French contingent, Phillipe Verholes, had his 
Dino 246GT catch fire but it wasn’t too seriously 
damaged, although the cost would probably make 
the average spectator hide his cheque book for 
ever. 

Well, the race. What can one say? Green and 
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At the start, there was a fair amount of 
interesting manoeuvring, but they all got into the 
Complex in the order Keegan, South and Cuicci 
who'd madea very good start. But by the chicane, 
Giacomelli was up to third, then a gap to Young, 
Riley, Hawkins, Cuicci, Maskell and the rest. 

By the third lap, the race had taken a pattern, 
for now Giacomelli had got by South and was now 
challenging Keegan. Then there was a gap to 
Young, and Hawkins headed Riley before another 
gap to Tyrrell, Maskell and the rest with Cuicci 
still in there in the Supernova. 

Giacomelli was really trying hard to pass 
Keegan, right up behind the March 743 with 
South just watching behind. The Italian would 
almost get it together at the chicane, but just 
couldn’t quite get the nose in front. Meanwhile 
Young spun at the chicane which dropped him 
back to fifth behind Hawkins, while Tyrrell was 
next up in front of Maskell. 

But all eyes were really on the leading two. 
Giacomelli finally managed to pass Keegan into 
the chicane, only to enter too fast, scrub off speed 
and let Keegan nip past before they exited the 
chicane again. That was on lap seven, and on lap 
nine, exactly the same hing’ happened again, 
exactly the same thing. South was watching all 
this going on from a safe third place for Hawkins 
and the recovered Young were some way back. 

By lap 11, Giacomelli was trying again, and on 
the next lap he finally brought it off, outbraking 
the British Air Ferries March into the chicane. 
The Italian was super careful through the 


Bond disappeared; Green let Bond lead for a little 
before really putting in a couple of quick ones, and 
the crowd must have thrilled to the sight and 
sound. Bond did his best to keep up and kept going 
well but was some way behind, while Mike Salmon 
was a consistent third in an ex-Equipe National 
Belge Daytona. John Harper did a similar job in 
the exciting Ferrari Breadvan, but found himself 
lapped by the flying Green. First of the roadcars, 
a Daytona, was that of Emile Balthazard, while 
among the rest were a Boxer, a 330GT, a 
275GTBIC, a 250GT/L and lightweight 250, and a 
250GTO. The only major incident was David 
Flanagan losing a wheel at speed on his 275 
GTBIC, although Robin Bowes frequently tried to 
do awful things to his Dino. 

The DJM Championship FF event was the 
usual entertaining scramble with Derek Warwick 
setting fastest time in practice in his Hawke to 
lead p one from Rod Bremner, Bernard 
Devaney, David Heale, Ian Moore and the rest. 
Bremner’s departure behind the chicane on lap 
two slightly split the field up which allowed 
Warwick to gain fractional lead, but Bremner was 
soon back in the fray, although by this time, with 
Warwick slightly out in front, Devaney and Heale 
were scrapping hard over second position. Both 
had a turn at leading, but it was Devaney most of 
the time until the sixth of the ten laps, when they 
came up to the chacane side by side, and Heale 
tried to turn into his neighbour from the outside 
of the track. The resulting coming together saw 
both cars in the Armco, Devaney’s being 
tes badly damaged and the Irishman was 
ucky to escape with a bruised ankle. So behind 
Warwick for a lap, Phillip Bullman and Bremner 
were challenging the slightly hairy Dave 
Buttigieg, but the former pair spun in unison at 
the chicane, somehow both fitting behind the 
barrier at once, and both restarting undamaged. 
But it was Warwick all the way, and he was the 
eventual 8s victor with Buttigieg next from Ian 
Moore who'd avoided the neobioene, and John 


chicane, with Keegan right up his tail, almost 
finding the Italian’s pace too slow. But Bruno 
booted it too hard, and the following Keegan 
found himself right beside the Italian, and just 
couldn’t help but assist Bruno along in his spin; 
Rupert got through, while Giacomelli recovered 
behind South. The latter now found himself in 
second place, with no further dramatics likely to 
take place in front, and duly towed himself up to 
within 0.7s of the BAF driver by the end of the 15 
laps. Behind, Giacomelli held on to third place and 
Young found himself with fourth place again 
when Hawkins picked up a puncture in the last 
three laps and stppe back to fifth, in front of 
teamate Tyrrell. The most unfortunate retirement 
was that of Riley who should have been eighth 
but on the last lap, locked up going into the 
chicane and found himself crunching his new 
Modus into the barrier. As he said: ‘‘that’s motor 


seer BOB CONSTANDUROS 


BP Super Visco Formula 3 championship, round 2 
Thruxton, April 19, 15 laps 
iby, Rupert heveay (March-Toyota/Novamotor 743), 19m 29.35s, 


. pn, 
2, Stephen South pelea NA a ae 753), 19m 30s; 
3, Bruno Giacomelli (March-Toyota/Novamotor 763), 19m 34.69s; 
4, Mike Young (Modus-Toyota/Novamotor M1), 19m 42.20s; 
5, Richard Hawkins (March-Toyota/Novamotor 733), 19m 49.645; 
6, Mike Tyrrell (Ehrlich-Toyota/Novamotor ES5/6), 19m 50.89s; 

7, Barrie Maskell (Dastle-Holt/TC 10C), 20m 1.77s; 8, Bob Arnott 
March-Holbay/TC 743), 20m 10.27s,; 9, lan Flux Ralt- 
oyota/Novamotor RT/16), 20m 10.59s; 10, Bruce Coate-Bond 

(March-Toyota/Novamotor 753), 14 laps. 
Fastest lap: Giacomelli, 1m 16.37s, 111.06s (record). 


Peters who'd been as low as eighth at one point. 

The final event was a 10 lapper for the Oldham 
and Crowther Thoroughbred sports car field, and 
David Preece in the sponsor’s Jaguar XK120 led 
this one all the way, even though John Harper 
closed right up at mid-distance, only to retire 
shortly preecwards with this car’s Achilles Heel, a 
blown head gasket. So John Chatham’s famous 
DD300 Austin Healey was second, some way 
down, from another famous car, the only car that 
Reg Woodcock has ever raced, his He TR3 
The pleasant Frazer Nash of Simon Phillips hac 
been about to challenge Woodcock for his clas: 
lead, but he spun at the moment of fruition, anc 
he had to settle for fourth. Bruce Brown had thi 
up to 1650cc class sewn up all the way. Ar 
entertaining dice, if rather slow, was that betweer 
Sylvia Rouse and Rod Bolwell in their XKs, Mr: 
Rouse taking the lady’s prerogative and finishin; 
ahead of the gentleman. 


BOB CONSTANDUROS 


Ferraris (10 laps): 1, Willie Green (5.0 Ferrari 5125S), 14m 36.77: 
96.74mph; 2, Richard Bond (3.0 Ferrari 312PB), 14m 57.44s; : 
Michael Salmon (4.4 Ferrari Daytona), 15m 53.03s; 4, John Harpe 
Ao Ferrari Breadvan), 9 laps; 5, Emile Balthazar (4.4 Ferra 

aytona), 9 laps; 6, Roger MacGregor (3.3 Ferrari 275GTB/4), 
laps. Fastest lap: Green, 1m 22.5s, 102.75mph (establishes record 

DJM Records Formula Ford championship round (10 laps): | 
Derek Warwick (Hawke-Minister DL15), 14m 46 30s, 95.70mph; : 
Dave ie Tea Del pec MP17), 14m 54.25s; 3, lan Moor 
Dulon-Scholar MP15), 14m 55.58s: 4, John Peters (Jomic-Rowlan 

k3), 14m 56.775; 5, Peter Orlando (Dastle-Longman 11/16), 14 
58.06s. Fastest lap: Rod Bremner (Crosslé-Rowland 30F), 1) 
26.93s, 97.57mph. 

Oldham and Crowther Thoroughbred sports cars round, ovi 
2700cc, 1651cc to 2700cc, and up to 1650cc (10 laps): 1, Dav 
Preece (3.8 Jaguar XK120), 16m 36.72s, 85.10mph; 2, Joh 
Chatham (3.0 Austin Healey 3000), 16m 57.31s; 3, Re, Woodca 
(2.3 Triumph TR3), 17m 00.30s; 4, Simon Phillips (2.0 Frazer Nas 
Le Mans), 17m 15s. Over 2700cc: 1, Preece, 85.10mph; 
Chatham: 3, Peter Foster (3.7 Aston Martin DB4). Fastest lap: Jot 
Harper (3.8 Jaguar XK120), 1m _36.88s, 87.73mph (record). 1651) 
to 2700cc: 1, Woodcock, 83.12mph; 2, Phillips; 3, Andre 
Ledingham (2.3 Triumph TR3). Fastest lap: Woodcock, 1m 39.21 
85.49mph (record). Up to 1650cc: 1, Bruce Brown (1.6 Elva Couri 
Mk1), 81.52mph; 2, Michael Walker cs MG MGA); 3, Jerry Tra 
ce a Courier Mk1), Fastest lap: Brown, 1m 40.82s, 84.13m} 
record). 
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Mitsubishi Colts storm the Safari 


@ Rain on first leg causes havoc @ Several serious road accidents 


The Japanese Mitsubishi conglomerate have scored another success on the 
Safari Rally, this time a resounding one-two-three with Nairobi based Asian car 
dealer Joginder Singh taking his third outright win. The Mitsubishi Colt Lan- 
cers proved once again that the most important single prerequisite for success 
on this event is reliability—with all the factory entered Colts finishing and 
requiring very little service fettling. Besides the total domination of the Colt 
Lancers, this year’s Safari (which finished on Monday morning our time) will 
probably be remembered most readily for the sudden rain which caused havoc 
during the first leg, and for a series of unfortunate road accidents—the worst 
being a collision involving a Colt service car which caused the death of a top 


about Kenya was Opel with 
Aaltonen out on the first loop with a 
broken drive line and Rohr! lasting 
into the second leg before being in- 
volved in a road accident. The 
Kadett GTE of Edgar Herrman also 
suffered transmission failure. 


Datsun dilemma 


Mitsubishi technician travelling as passenger. 


Few finishers 


Apart from the rain and the ac- 
cidents, foreign crews and cars still 
fared badly, with both Opel and Lan- 
cia suffering high losses through 
mechanical unreliability. Although 
Peugeot. managed to follow the 
Japanese cars home with fourth, fif- 
th and ninth positions, the biggest 
news from the foreign contingent 
must concern the 504 Coupe of Timo 
Makinen and AutTosporT Inter- 
national Rallies Editor Henry Lid- 
don. Radio listners may well have 
heard a report last weekend stating 
that the Makinen/Lidden car dis- 
appeared over a ravine and plunged 
into a river. Thankfully, the only 
part of that report with a degree of 
truth concerned the river. Sudden 
and heavy rain fell during the first 
leg after the passage of course cars 
and this brought about several 
retirements. Timo Makinen was 
leading on the toad after 500kms of 
the leg had been covered when he en- 
tered a swollen river which, quite 
simply, turned out to be much 
deeper than anticipated. It was the 
sort of retirement that can only hap- 
pen to the first car through. Hannu 
Mikkola did not cover much mileage 
either with his Peugeot, the Finn 
retiring with persistent over- 
heating. Of the other Peugeot 
drivers (only Makinen and Mikkola 
were using the V6 Coupe) Jean- 
Pierre Nicolas finished ninth after 
suffering a variety of mechanical 
roblems, including differential 
ailure and the replacement of the 
axle after the filler plug fell out. Bert 
Shankland’s car finished in fourth 
position while Simo Lampinen 
managed a good run to sixth posi- 
tion after an early excursion cost 
him an hour. Lampinen was fighting 
with mechanical deterioration to- 
wards the end of his drive, particu- 
larly from the suspension. 


Johnstone Syer — fighting spirit. 
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Lancia only managed to help one 
of their cars to the finish, that of Vic 
Preston Jnr. Sandro Munari retired 
after a very troubled run. The Italian 
took the lead during the first leg but 
then lost considerable time wallow- 
ing around in severe mud near the 
coast. Munari was finally overcome 
by a blown engine on Sunday. Bjorn 
Waldegaard, by comparison, had 
only an uneventful two hours motor- 
ing to remember when, after only 
120kms, his engine seized solid. 

The other European manufacturer 
to leave broken motor cars strewn 


Datsun’s rally was also fraught 
with trouble. Shekhar Mehta was 
leading after a good first-leg drive 
but was another driver to retire with 
accident damage when he was in- 
volved in a collision with a spec- 
tator’s Landrover towards the end of 
the second leg. Harry Kallstrom sur- 
vived to finish, but not without a 
huge variety of remedies were tried 
in attempting to stem a severe loss 
of oil, including the replacement of 
clutch and gearbox. Hans Schuller 
retired after losing a wheel and the 
car of Howard Lawrence Brown fail- 
ed the finish, though Zully Rhem- 
tulla managed a dramatic eighth 
place. 


A tough new breed of car indeed. Pictured here is the Colt Lancer used by 


TOUR OF LINCS — PREVIEW 


Andrew Cowan, first seen on last year’s RAC Rally. 


Drummond the favourite? 


The fifth round of the popular 
Egso/BTRDA Gold Star Rally 
Championship takes place this week- 
end with the running of the Lincoln 
and Louth MC’s Bass Charrington 
Tour of Lincs Rally. This ex- 
Castrol/AUTOSPORT event will be 
based, as usual, on Grimsby with 
Hartford Motor’s enormous private 
and commercial vehicle Ford Dealer 
complex providing the location for 
scrutineering, a rally forum and the 
event’s start on Saturday — 
The full-quota of competitors wi 

commence departing Grimsby at 
08.00 with a call at the Humber 
Royal at 11.45 before finishing at the 
hotel from 18.30hrs. Spectator 
stages are listed across. For local 
enthusiasts, and no-doubt many of 


the competitors, a forum will be held 

at Hartford’s showrooms on Friday 

evening at 19.30hrs and among 

those scheduled to appear on the 

—_ are Bill Gywnne and Charles 
veson. 


Successful Sikh — Joginder Singh. 


Robin Hillyar (Escort RS1800) was 
one of more than 30 crews stranded 
during the first leg after mud made 
their passage impossible. He turned 
around and missed the Kituti control 
and carried on but was, predictably 
disqualified on reaching Mombasa. 

An undoubted hero of the a 
was Johnstone Syer, driving wit 
Andrew Cowan in the third-placed 
Colt. Cowan was stuck in mud near 
Timau when Rhemtulla arrived on 
the scene and slithered into the 
Scots car, Johnstone crushing 
several ribs and adap medical at- 
tention and pain-killing drugs for the 
rest of the event. The fact that the 
Cowan/Syer car finished gave Mit- 
subishi the team prize, so Johnstone 
didn’t suffer for nothing. 


Dry run home 


Although Joginder Singh must be 
well pleased to have won for a third 
time, he was yet another driver to be 
involved in an accident, unconfirmed 
reports (including the newspapers) 
indicating that the Safari might 
have suffered another fatality from 
this accident. 

Ina complete contrast to the first- 
leg rain—not unexpected but very 
sudden, and unfortunately timed in 
that it fell after the course car’s 

assage—both the second and third 
egs were uncustomarily dry, the 
going hard and dusty. 

See results listed opposite. Our full 
report of the rally from Henry 
Liddon will be publlabed next week. 


Top entries are as follows: 1 
Graham Lepley/Malcolm Harvey 
(Escort RS1800); 2, Tony 
Drummond/Phil Short (Escort 
RS1600); 3, Jeff Simpson/ Allar 
Simpson (Escort RS); 4, John Eaton 
/John Watson (Escort RS); 5, Frank 
Pierson/Arthur Brick (Escort RS); 6 
George Beever/Stuart Franc 
(Escort RS1800); 7, Malcolm Smith/ 
Mrs. Anthea Lamer (Escort Mexico) 
8, Peter Clark/Phil Boland (Escor 
RS2000); 9, David Stokes/Bil 
Andrews (Escort RS1600); 10, Davic 
Grainger/Nicolas (Escort TC). 


Bass-Charrington Tour of Lincs — 


Spectator Stages 


A, New Close 
Wood 113/153041 
B, Elkington Hall 113/298}882 


C, as above as above 
D, Blue Circle 112/9443013 
E, New Close 

Wood 113/1570443 


08.20 Park well off-road 

09.45 Park in car parks 
as directed 

13.50 as above 

15.50 Park as directed 

18.10 Park well off road 
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RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 1976 


round 3 


® Belfast, Bangor & Newtownards 


MC have supplied details of their 
April Rallysprint, and although the 
press release omits to mention where 
this is to take place, we deduce that it 
will be held in the Boyd quarry at 
Mallusk. The first event ever to be 
held in Northern Ireland on a 
Sunday, the rallysprint will see 
competition for seven classes over 
two laps of the 1320yds course which 
is being used anti-clockwise. It takes 
place this weekend, practice from 
11.30am (pm according to the official 
communication) with timed runs 
commencing at 2.30pm. 


Safari Rally 
full result... 


1, Joginder Singh/David Doig (Colt 
Lancer) 117pts lost; 2, Robin Ulyate/- 
Chris Bates (Colt Lancer) 141; 3, 
Andrew Cowan/Johnstone Syer (Colt 
Lancer) 162; 4, Bert Shankland/Brian 
Barton (Peugeot 504i) 172; 5, Simo 
Lampinen/Arne Hertz (Peugeot 504i) 
203; 6, Kenjiri Shinozuka/Bob 
Graham (Colt Lancer) 258; 7, Harry 
Kallstrom/Leif Hadaquist (Datsun 
Violet) 289; 8, Zully Remtulla/Nizar 
Jivani (Datsun Violc:' 309; 9, Jean- 
Pierre Nicolas/Jean-Claude Lefebre 
(Peugeot 504i) 311; 10, John 
Hellier/A. N. Other (Alfa Romeo 
1750) 434; 11, Mr & Mrs Prem Choda 
(Colt .Lancer) 437; 12, Vic Preston, 
Jnr/John Lyall (Lancia Stratos) 629; 
13, Satwant Singh/Dave Howarth 
(Datsun 180) 661; 14, Yoshio 
Iwashita/Roger Barnard (Datsun 
710) 686; 15, Davinder Singh/Ken 
Taylor (Opel Ascona) 826; 16, Jim 
Noone/John Mitchell (Alfasud) 862; 
17, Pyara _ Singh-Bachu/Nirmal 
Singh-Bachu (Ford Escort) 877. 


‘Nostalgia’ hits 
the forum scene 


A film to bring a lump to your 
throat. Ford, in conjunction with 
United Motion Pictures, have just 
completed a film called “The Gelden 
Age of Rallying 1958 — 1968”. The 
film traces the changes in rallying in 
the sixties and features interviews 
with Paddy Hopkirk, Timo Makinen, 
Roger Clark and others. We would 
also think that the time segment 
chosen might well illustrate a fair 
slice of Ford’s Director of Public 
Relations, Stuart Turner’s, first 
magnitude policies. The production 
is to run for approximately 25 
minutes. We have not heard of a 
release date yet, though it would 
appear a safe bet to say that this 
nostalgic flash-back- will soon be a 
forum-goers favourite. 
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Tavern-Weston National 
Rally — April 25 


Another win 
for Elsmore 
on Sunday? 


From a spa town in mid Wales, the 
Castrol/AUTOSPORT circus moves to 
the fresh sea breezes of Weston- 
super-Mare for round 3 of the 
championship a series which is 
nothing if not potentially healthy. 
The Royal Pier Hotel is Rally HQ 
and the Sunday morning start is 
nearby at the municipal car park in 
Locking Road. Full _ spectator 
information will be available there. 
Scrutineering will be taking place 
on both Saturday evening and 
Sunday morning. A pre-rally party 
will be held at the Sunny Leigh Hotel 
on Saturday evening; this hotel to be 
.found at 6 Park Place. On Sunday 
evening the competing cars will be 
returning to the Webbington 
Country Club from about 18.00hrs, 
ready for the computerised results to 
come through. The usual West 
Country stages 
visited plus a number of new ones 
and, the organisers assure, a few sur- 
prises will have been unravelled. 


SKF set the 
promotions 
ball rolling 


SKF, this country’s largest producer 
of ball and roller bearings, are about 
to enter the dizzy star-studded world 
of forum presentations. In 
conjunction with Rally Sport 
magazine, SKF’s forums will take 
place at monthly _ intervals 
throughout the country. The first of 
these evenings is to be tomorrow 
evening (23rd) at the Ambleside 
Park Hotel, Ambelside. Organized 
by the Furness DMC, the forum’s 
star guests will be Russell Brookes, 
Mike Broad and Pat Ryan. Also 
present will be John Parsons, the 
driver of the SKF _ supported 
Avenger, and Tony Brunskill (last 
year’s local club champion). 

Throughout the evening there will 
be a number of competitions and 
spot prizes and two films will be 
shown! Rallying to Win and one from 
Opel showing their 1975 rally and 
racing programme Rally Sport’s 
editor, Rupert Sanders will be com- 
pering the evening. 


will have been - 


Top entries 


1, Graham Elsmore/Stuart Harold 


(Escort RS1600); 2, Paul 
Faulkner/Monty Peters (Escort 
RS1800); 3, Laurie Richards/John 


Tew (Escort RS1800); 4, George 
Hill/Peter Valentine (Vauxhall 
Magnum); 5, Jeff Churchill/Roger 
Evans (Escort RS1800); 6, Richard 
lliffe/Tony McMahon (Escort 
RS160); 7, Piggy Thompson/Allan 
Greenwood (Porsche Carrera); 8, 
David Stokes/Bill Andrews (Escort 
RS1600); 9, Gordon Batchelor/Rob 
Jenkins (Escort RS_ 1300); 10, 
Malcolm Wilson/John Davis (Escort 


RS1600); 11, Jan Churchill/Rupert 
Saunders (Porsche Carrera); 12, Reg 


Mullenger/Ian Roberts (Escort 
RS1800); 13, — — — ; 14, Robin 
Farrington/Tony Francis (Escort 


RS1600): 15, Chris Field/Keith Read’ 
(Avenger); 16, Jill Robinson/Pauline 
Gullick (Escort RS1600); 17, Kevin 
Videan/Mike Mensey (Datsun 240Z); 
18, David Hardcastle/Kathy Russek 
(Ford Capri); 19, Mike Rawson/Chris 
Gray (Opel Kadett); 20, Rob 
James/Bob Davis (Escort RS1800). 

Other names on the list continue 
with Bernard Banning, Paul 
Appleby, Chris Lord, Henry 
Inuretta, Terry Kaby, Roger Platt, 
Dave Jephcott, Chris Daisy, Rod and 
Ian Cooper etc, etc... 


Spectator special stages 


A. Staple 193/229152 

B. Oddpack One park between 

C. Oddpack Two 181/940368 and 
181/952365 


11.00 Walk due East 200yds 
to stage start. 

12.30 Both stages are south 

16.30 east of these refs. 


NOTE: Cars will not be allowed in the Croydon Hill Area. 
Dunster will be closed to traffic during the afternoon, 


Tour of Britain — Swinging 
further in rally favour 


Regulations are now available for the 
Texaco Tour of Britain which this 
year promises to have a more 
proportioned mix of circuit time to 
special stages. Apart from the 
expected racing venues, the Tour 
cars will be tackling about 25 stages 
some of which, it is hoped, will be 
Welsh forestry. 

The prize fund has been increased 
with Texaco backing and the overall 
winner now stands to receive £1000 
with the total prize fund standing at 
more than £4000. Taking place from 


Qualifying for the Motoring News 
series and also the BTRDA Silver 
Star and Welsh Rally 
Championships, the popular 
Cilwendeg will again be supported 
by Derw Woolen Mills. To be run on 
the night of September 11/12th, the 
Cilwendeg will be starting and 
finishing in Newcastle Emlyn, 
Dyfed, as are its traditions. The rally 
will feature their roving microphone 


“chat show” before the start and the 
Cilwendeg will also be the first 
Welsh event in the Sport Council’s 
“Sport for All” day. 

i inner of the BTRDA’s Best 
Rally award in 1975, the Cilwendeg 
will be master-minded by David 
Lewis and Martin Thomas as joint 
Clerks of the Course; David Lewis 
being Clerk of the Course of the Rali 
Bro Myrddin on June 26th. After 
being connected with the Cilwendeg 


July 9-11, one week before Grand 
Prix time, certain Formula 1 drivers 
are expected in the entry for the 
event. 

Since James Hunt’s inaugural year 
win, the event has been dominated 
by rally drivers and the Tour would 
appear to be even more suitable this 
year. Ford have already announced 
that their team will be headed by 
Roger Clark. As previously, the Tour 
of Britain will be based on the 
Brimingham Great Barr Post Huose. 


Cilwendeg — set to open a “sports” day 


for about ten years, Dai Jones will be 
competing this year for the first 
time. 

Route is finalised and regulations 
will be published on August Ist. The 
organisers state that the entry has 
been over-subscribed for the past 
five years and large SAE would be 
appreciated for early mailing. About 
195 miles of ‘exhausting spaghetti” 
are guaranteed. 
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Blanes stages 
challenge 


Although Arbroath and_ District 
Motor Club have been forced to 
cancel their June counter in The 
Scotsman Challengers Rally 
Championship because of lack of 
stages, it looks like ‘all systems go’ 
for Lanarkshire Car Club’s counter 
— The Blane’s Stages on May 1. 

With entries closing on April 21 
for this 110 mile event, many of the 
top challengers have already 
entered. But favourites must be 
Bank of Scotland winners, lan 
Wilson/Charlie -Young, in their new 
Low’s of Glasgow Opel Kadett 
Coupe, using this event as a shake- 
_ down for the Scottish in June, 

Entries have also come from 
championship leader David Porter in 
the Siunky Chickens Magnum; Tom 
Clark, Campbell and Isherwood 
Twin Cam; Brian Benson, Twin Cam; 
Tom Ness, in the ex-Heggie RS1800; 
Alastair Roy, RS1600; Jim 
Ferguson, 1300GT; ex-racing driver 
aty Smith, RS2000 and the two 
Dalblair’s of Ayr Escorts for Ken 
Rolph and Lester Featherstone- 
Haugh. 

Esso Uniflo road rally champion- 
ship winner, Margaret Fulton, will 
be trying for the Ladies Award in her 
Group One Renault 5TS, sponsored 
by Carefree Cars of Ayr. Giving the 
event an international flavour is 
John Constantacatos, a Greek now 
living in Edinburgh. Driving an 
RS2000, one of his best results was 


fourth in Gp1 in the Greek National 


Championship. 

The rally is sponsored by Paisley 
Datsun dealers, David Blane and 
Son, whose managing director, Tony 
Blane, is himself a former 
Challengers Championship winner. 
First car leaves the Fort William 
start at llam, finishing several 
hours later at Oban. 


Circuit of 
lreland—turn 
to page 33 


Per-Inge Walfridsson took the Chequered Flag Stratos to a fine fourth place 
— and more important — another finish. 


eet tee rae 
gie looks 


Dominic Buckley (Escort) 23; 9, 
Drew Gallacher (Escort) 20; 10, Tom 
Clark (Escort) 17. 

Group one leader is Jim McRae 
and the various class leaders are 
Vince Finlayson (Imp); Scott 
Dalgleish (Datsun Sunny); Tom Clark 
(Escort) and Jim McRae again. Of 
the challengers, David Porter's 
Vauxhall Magnum leads from Andy 
Smith, Martin Jeffrey and Jerry 
Burton, all with Escorts. 


Top Scots scores 


Points in The Scotsman/Scottish 
Rally Championship after the Hackle 
are as follows: 1, Murray Greirson 
(Escort) 41 points; 2, Jim McRae 
(Vauxhall Magnum) 37; 3, Charles 
Samson (Escort) 36; 4, Allan Arneil 
(Escort) 32; 5, Andrew Cowan (Colt 
Lancer) 30; 6, Jim Howden (Escort) 
26; 7, lan Wilson (Opel Kadett) 24; 8, 


Jones dominates Chieftain 


Late entry Ivor Jones, who ran at 
number ‘one after Ricky Wall without the driver being aware until 
cancelled his entry, won the Avon it was returned y another 
Tyres Chieftain Rally last Sunday by competitor at the finish. The Mini of 


75s from John  Ferguson/John Pope rolled on Sidbury and then 
Billett. Ivor Jones and Geoff Field, suffered further damage when the 
their Escort supported by 


ga gy Nex mca collided with it. 
The onington Road Service 
Station Datsun Cherry of Steve 
Goodner was leading its class until 
Windmill Hill, when a _ pushrod 
jammed between the _ rockers, 
fortunately without bending. A 
maximum incurred in repairing the 
car lost the crew a class win. Mike 
Linford, whose Escort used two 
radiators and a vast amount of water 
during the course of the day, had an 
otherwise uneventful run to take 
fourth place on only his second ever 
stage event. Linford had the services 


PanelCraft Motors, dominated the 
event by setting 11 fastest times out 
of the 19 stages run on Salisbury 
Plain. 

The event started from Home 
Farm Dairies on a dry and dusty 
Easter Sunday and there was plenty 
of excitement for spectators right 
from the start when Stan Dukes lost 
a halfshaft and Mike Ranger rolled 
his Imp. Sidbury and Windmill Hill 
were the only rough stages on the 
agenda but they provided trouble for 
‘many crews, including our reporter, 


whose sumpguard was torn off- 


Slippery 
Trail 


The Belfast Bangor & Newtownards 
Motor Club have arranged an 
exciting stage for their Timber Trail 
Rally on Ist May, set in the grounds 
of Lord O’Neill’s Shanes Castle 
Estate at Antrim. This event, the 
first round of the Belfast Telegraph 
N.I. Special Stage Championship, 
will use the five mile stage twice in 
the rally and the competitors route 
has been arranged to take in another 
stage between using the Shanes 
Castle Estate on the two occasions. 
The Spectators will thus only have a 
ten minute break between the last 
car finishing its first run and the 
first car starting the stage again. 

The Estate roads vary from 
10m.p.h. twists to 100m.p.h. 
straights and as the all tarmac 
surface in many instances is not 
regularly used it has over the years 
apeataaeed grass and moss making 
the surface very slippery so that the 
competitors will have their work cut 
out all the way. Numerous marshals 
are, as always, required and these 
willing helpers will get the best view 
of the Rally. those interested in 
helping should contact Michael 
Kearney, 10 Inver Park, Holywood 
(phone 3187 (H) or 3256 (B)). 


of last year’s winning co-driver Keith 
Baud. Paul Billow’s 1275 Cooper S 
comfortably won class 2 by over 3m 
and was first Mini home in doing so. 
The first non-Escort to finish was 
the Datsun 180 of John Earl/Richard 
Kilminster in seventh position. 
Approximately 80 crews arrived 
back at the finish of the dry event at 
the Druids Restaurant, Amesbury. 
Where results were declared final at 
8pm. Pauline Gullick, leading lady 
co-driver in the Castrol/AUTOSPORT 
series, presented the awards. 
The Bath MC organisers awarded 
a separate trophy to the best 
marshal of the day, M. Hardy, and 
many other prizes were distributed 
to marshals in appreciation of their 
services. 
1, |. Jones/G. Field (Ford Escort) 3255s. 
2, J. Ferguson/J. Billett (escort) 3330. 
3, J. EwbankiR. Gill (Escort) 3436. 
4, M. Linford/K. Baud (Escort) 3457. 
5, T. Green/S. Jones (Escort) 3472. 
6, B. White/R. Eldridge (Escort) 3511; 7, J. Earl/R 
Kilmister (Datsun) 3527; 8, B. Hazel/Mrs. L. Haze 
(Avenger) 3529; 9, C. McAuliffe/M. Kinglanc 
(Escort) 3537; 10, D. Stockbury (Escort) 3541. 


Costly slip for Jim McRae. The Magnum teetered for several moments before 
falling from the road and requiring an army of helpers. 
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Indylantic doubts 


After returning from Brands on Sunday April 4, I 
have my doubts about going back to another 
meeting. The organisers of “‘Indylantic ’'76’’ were 
right: “It just ain’t racing.” 

As a BRSCC member I naturally used their 
enclosure. Alongside was the Capital Radio bus, 
with music playing from the start of the meeting 
to the end, and not just soft music so that only 
those interested need listen, but so loud that 
everyone could hear it throughout the races. Not 
that it made any difference to the commentary, as 
all I could make out was that the commentator 
was more interested in the sideshows than the 
racing. Everything was mentioned from the trips 
around the track, the fair at the back of the grand- 
stand, helicopter rides, to the radio bus (as if we 
didn’t know). I think I heard a mention about the 
racing and the cars, but I’m not sure about that. 

I wonder just how many REAL enthusiasts 
were there for the racing. Some people will say, 
that I could have moved to South Bank, or some- 
where; but surely I have the right to use my enclo- 
sure asa member of the BRSCC. 

Where did the real racing atmosphere go? There 
was definitely a lack of it at this meeting. Perhaps 
we club members are no longer required, now that 
everyone knows that we have the best club and 
marshals in the world. I feel sure other 
enthusiasts will agree. 

Apart from my criticism on organisation the 
actual racing was very good: Well done Peter 
Cooke in the first race, and thanks to all drivers 
and marshals, at least they looked interested. 
Dover, KENT. D. B. MILTON 


FF dangers 


I would like to express my concern over the allo- 
cating of grid positions at the BARC Lydden 
meeting on April 11. There were apparently 
decid before the meeting on “past per- 
formances” because of a shortage of timekeepers 
(only two were present). 

For the second round of the Marchant & Cox 
Formula Ford 1600 pare. rg Paul Sleeman 
was given pole. Fair enough: but both John Poxon 
and myself were put at the back. Both of us have 
had some success at this track and my concern 
was about the championship, which I am leading. 

During practice, Sleeman, Poxon and myself 
were easily the fastest. But no amount of dis- 
cussion with the organizers would change their 
minds and they refused to adjust the grid, even 
though the two places alongside Paul on the front 
row were empty as the drivers hadn’t turned up! 

We told the organizers what a potentially 
dangerous situation existed, with Poxon and I 
trying to claw our way to the front through many 
novice drivers, but it had no effect. This must not 
be allowed to happen again, especially at a 
championship race. I’m sure the arivess would 
pay a slightly increased entry fee to get some 
timekeepers (the entry was £8.00 for this 
meeting), and then a good dice for the lead 
wouldn't beruined. 


BEXLEY, KENT. Tony HOLLIWELL. 


Kamikaze drivers 


I am constrained to write to you because I am 
concerned over the present antics ot some of the 
“kamikaze” drivers who are endeavouring to 
make their mark in Formula Ford racing. I think 
that anyone who observed the slaughter at 
Mallory Park on April 4 must share my concern. 

If these suicidal antics are allowed to continue, 
the logical conclusion will be that private entrants 
in this category will be forced to withdraw, being 
unable to afford weekly repair bills which are 
being created if they attempt to maintain contact 
with the front runners, or ple the effrontery to 
get in front of them at the start of a race. 

May I hasten to say that I do not include in my 
comments such responsible drivers as Walsh, 
Argenti, Bright, Wilk , and so on, to mention a 
few. The guilty parties are well known in the 
formula and I hope this letter will serve to remind 
them of their responsibilities to the sport. 

I was pleased to listen to Don Truman, Clerk of 
the Course at Silverstone before practice on April 
9 indulging in some straight talking. He warned 
drivers of exclusion if they were observed to 
practise baulking, weaving, or intentional contact 
with other cars. 
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May I + upon behalf of all sensible com- 

etitors in the sport to insist that action is taken. 

acing licences should be removed from the 
drivers who deliberately engage in destroying 
tactics. I also request race officials to ensure that 
disciplinary action is taken against this type of 
driver in future. 
BIRMINGHAM. DON SMITH, 


BMTR Racing Ltd. 


Rally results 


I read the purely personal column by my good 
friend Dave Holliday with some interest. I would 
whole heartedly agree with most of what he had to 
say on the cables’ of rally results. One further 

oint I would make on the els of our experience 
is the vital importance of ensuring that marshals 
check sheets are returned to the results room with 
all due speed. Too often they are carried round in 
the closing car which inevitably gets delayed and 
publication of results is held up because one vital 
time cannot be checked. 

It would no claim that a computer based system 
is inherently superior to a manual system but 
there are certain advantages. The computer does 
not make arithmetical mistakes nor does it over- 
look the need to award maximums nor exclude 
competitors who have not attempted sufficient 
stages. Times can be automatically scanned for 
anomalies and information such as fastest on each 
stage readily produced. When final results are 
it they are neatly printed in a readily intel- 

igible form with a copy for each competitor so 
saving organisers’ postage costs. 

On last year’s. Lindisfarne the atrocious 
weather conditions produced many timing 
queries, half the field missed a vital card collect 
point when a stage was scrubbed and water 
played havoc with the telephone system. As a con- 
sequence results were not as speedy as we would 
have liked however they still appeared at the time 
stated in the regulations with individually printed 
copies showing not only times, positions etc but 
also the 10 fastest on each stage and the 10 
leading competitors at the finish of each stage. 

Assuming reasonable weather for this year’s 
Newcastle Centre Hotel Lindisfarne then the only 
way that I can envisage Dave announcing the Jim 
Clark results 1$ hours earlier is by him 
announcing them prior to competitors attempting 
the final stage! I am sure this is not beyond his 
considerable ingenuity. 
NORTH SHIELDS 


Who, us? 


What a splendid April Fool’s spoof Peter 
Newton’s report on the Zaire rally was 
(AuTOSPORT April 1). It was a spoof, wasn’t it? 

H. J. MORTON -EVANS. LONDON W8 
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MARTIN LIDDLE 


Have a care 


It’s smooth, soft, full bodied and colourful. But do 
we want it that way? I refer to the new style 
AUTOSPORT. 

I always thought of AUTOSPORT as the non-boy 
racer magazine, without pages of colour pictures 
etc, and instead, with pages of facts and enjoyable 
reading. I buy AuTosporT for the contents, not 
the presentation. 

Fortunately, the content is still abundant, but 
have a care that you don’t follow the path of some 
magazines and get pricey and full of bumph! 
Diss, NORFOLK. J.J. CLAYDON. 


Pro-Ear 


Congratulations on AUTOSPORT in its new form — 
especially one item, which although small is 
significant. I am referring of course to Nick 
Brittan. 

Some of his recent ‘‘Tirades’’ against 
Grovewood Awards, Jim Clark Foundation and 
British Leyland were incredible in their truthful- 
ness; and his “‘attack’’ on the BARC was not 
really an attack on the BARC but on Sidney 
Offord which, although a mite sharp, will find 
favour with many marshals. His “aside” at 
Formula 2 was just about right unless, of course, 
Mr. Jones can tell me when an Englishman last 
won an F2 race or tell me all about Duilio Truffo 
or Cosimo Turizio. 


the editor is not bound to agree with readers opinions 


If Mr Jones does not want to hear the truth 
(Nick Brittan flavour) about motor racing’s rip- 
off merchants and freeloaders then he should stop 
reading Private Ear. On the other hand Mr Jones 
could reread all the pi@ctes of Private Ear he 
mentions (especially the Clubmans Register 

iece), only this time putting his brain into gear 
irst. 


‘AVONMOUTH, BRISTOL. STEVE GARRETT 


Howell’s advice 


The Minister for Sport, Denis Howell, was telling 
us all a few days ago on BBC Radio how to dea. 
with BBC Television. Unfortunately he spoke at : 
time when most of us were at work, but he hac 
firm words of advice for every »y pobeie enthusiasi 
frustrated by bureaucracy. According to th« 
Minister, sport does not lobby hard enough. 
Advice he hammered home was: Get out anc 
lobby your MPs, your local authorities and ever) 
other organisation which appears to be standing 
in your way, or not doing what it should be — 
or all motor sporting enthusiasts currently 
annoyed by the bumblings of the BBC the 
obvious thing is not to spend your time writing tc 
motoring magazines — they are already con 
verted. Flood your MPs, Flood the BBC with you 
anger, and don’t forget the Minister himself wh« 
ave this advice. 
ONDON SE23. R. S. GRANT 


Any publicity .... 


Well, thanks a bunch — great: our sport ha 
undergone so much adverse publicity over th 
last couple of months that I should think interes 
has increased and the number of fans doubled. 

Of course we are pong to be affected by Dure 
being plastered all over the car and cigarett 
brands thrust in our faces — I mean, I’ve bough 
three dozen boxes of Durex and smoked 500 fag 
(choke, choke) in the last week since that es 
race on March 14 — will we ever forget it? Kee 
up the good work, Beeb, showing us the fat hair 
legs of our football heroes, and the scintillatin 
excitement of Eng. v Australia cricket — it’s jus 
too much for me to stand. As for the tennis, whe 
would we say if dear Miss Wade played bra-less - 
just not on, is it? 

ALEHAM, MIDDX. 


Spectator facilities 


Having quite enjoyed the Graham Hill Inte 
national Trophy meeting at Silverstone, my cor 
anions and I discussed the meeting at son 
ength and came up with several conclusion 
which we feel would not be wholly impractical | 
implement. 

We considered that for our £3.00 we we 
entitled to more than just four races on race dé 
(many of us are simply unable to get to the circu 
on Fridays and Saturdays). It seemed to 1 
reasonable to provide at least six races, possib 
running two before lunch and the remainder aft 
lunch. The main point however is the viewir 
facilities, which we consider to be poor, as only 
minor part of the track is visible at any one time. 

The solution to this, we feel, would be to provi 
banked terraced stands, or a much more su 
stantial earth bank, set slightly further back « 
the outside of the circuit, with (and this is a coi 
pletely new innovation) large closed-circuit 1 
screens set up on the inside of the circuit 
provide complete coverage of the racing all ov 
the circuit at every spectator point. 

With the improved spectating facilities, it 
not unreasonable to presume that more peor 
would want to come to big race meetings, as 
often in the past I have heard people ma 
remarks like, “Well, you can’t see anythi 
anyway”, or, ‘““You only see the cars once 
0 eg and I’m not wasting good money | 
that”. 

While I, along with many others, would li 
better eating and toilet facilities and also eas: 
access and exit by road to and from the circuit 
believe that the increase in races and race leng 
together with vastly improved viewing faciliti 
must be the first step towards increasing t 
small crowds at major motor race meetings. 
LONDON N15. D. P. VALCHER 
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Economical 
Renault 5 


The Renault 5 is an extremely popular small car, 
which appeals because of its attractive appear- 
ance, its useful estate-type configuration, and its 
remarkable combination of smooth ride and 
exceptional ronan line: Disregarding a small- 
engined model for the French market, the car is 
sold as the 5TL, which has a 956cc engine, and the 
considerably more expensive 5TS, a high-perform- 
ance version of 1289cc. Now the 5GTL has been 
added to the range. 

The 5GTL is an entirely new conception in small 
cars, for it has the 1289cc engine like the TS, but 
instead of developing 64bhp at 6000rpm it has 
been de-rated, largely by its small, single-choke 
carburetter, to give 44bhp at 5000rpm. This is the 
same output as that of the 956cc engine, although 
it is delivered at 500rpm less, but the difference in 
maximum torque is enormous, the 5GTL having 
62.2Ibs/ft at only 2000rpm, compared with 
46.3lbs/ft at: 3500rpm for the 5TL. 

These characteristics have peuiicied the 
Renault engineers to use extremely high gearing 
by small car standards. At 75mph, for ret ge 
the 5GTL is running at only 3720rpm, which is 
higher gearing than most 2-litre cars possess. At 
the same speed, engine revs for the 5TS and 5TL 
are 4400 and 5040 respectively. The hefty bottom- 
end of the 5TS has been retained, thus ensuring a 

pe menaly long life at the reduced speeds and 
oads, 

The rest of the car follows normal Renault 5 
practice, the 5GTL having most of the special 
equipment of the high-performance model. Its 
most obvious distinguishing feature is the con- 
tinuation of the ingenious “4mph”’ plastic 
bumpers right along the sides of the car, thus pro- 
tecting it from scratches caused by trivial traffic 
encounters and badly trimmed hedges. The 
sports-type wheels of the 5TS are featured. 

The exceptionally high gearing, for a small car, 
ensures extraordinary petrol economy, the 1289cc 
car with its slow-turning engine using far less fuel 
than the 956cc model. Claimed constant-speed 
figures at 75mph are 42.3mpg for the 5GTL, com- 
pared with 32.8mpg for the 5TL and 30.4mpg for 
the 5TS. At a steady 56mph, the respective con- 
sumptions are 60.1mpg, 46.8mpg, and 42.8mpg. 
The price of the 5GTL will be midway between 
those of the other two types when it comes to 
England. 


Road impressions 


Prior to a full road test, I have been able to drive 
the Renault 5GTL for more than 100 miles over all 
sorts of roads. I expected excellent fuel economy, 
which was realised, the car achieving around 
50mpg when driven hard, with unnecessary use of 
the gears in a deliberate attempt to waste petrol. I 
would imagine that a careful driver of the pussy: 
foot variety could approach 60mpg, but I shall be 
making accurate measurements in due course. 

What I did not expect was the total change in 
character compared with the other versions. The 
5GTL is so much quieter and more refined that it 
breaks new ground for small cars, which is all the 
more praiseworthy because the Renault 5 has 
always been rather on the noisy side. About 85mph 
seems to be top whack, which is ample for this 
sort of car, and the high gearing allows 60mph 
and 80mph to be motcried in second and third 
gears, though it actually pays to charge up at 
55mph and 75mph. 

The high third is excellent for holding the 
cruising speed on uphill sections of the route and 
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the unusual ratios add a new interest to motoring. 
I liked the little car enormously and its combin- 
ation of high cornering power with excellent 
riding comfort was most impressive. There’s a 
surprising amount of leg room in the back and 
although the car is narrow enough to be nippy in 
traffic, one does not touch shoulders with the 
passenger; I dislike wide cars, except in the case 
of limousines which must carry three passengers 
abreast. The steering is not particularly light but 
the driving position is comfortable. The test car 
had no rattles on bad roads and the absence of 
road and wind noises was striking. 


SPECIFICATION AND PERFORMANCE DATA 


Car described: Renault 5GTL 3-door saloon, price £1849.77 includ- 
ing car tax and VAT. 

Engine: Four cylinders 73 x 77 (1289cc). Compression ratio 9.5 to 1. 
44bhp DIN at 5000rpm. Pushrod-operated overhead valves. Solex 
downdraught carburetter with butterfly opening stop. 

Transmission: Single dry-plate clutch. 4-speed synchromesh gear- 
box with central remote control, ratios 1.03, 1.52, 2.38, and 3.83 to 
1. Hypoid final drive, ratio 3.1 to 1. 

Chassis: Combined steel body and chassis. Independent front sus- 
pension by wishbones, torsion bars, and anti-roll bar. Rack and 
Pinion steering. Independent rear suspension by trailing arms and 
torsion bars. Disc/drum brakes with rear limiting valve. Bolt-on stee! 
wheels, fitted 145SR 13 tyres. 

Dimensions: Wheelbase, 7ft 10jins. Track, 4ft 2jins/4ft lins. Overall 
length, 11ft 6ins. Width, 5ft Oins. Weight, 1730Ibs. 

Performance: Maximum speed, 84mph (maker's figure). 


Coupés get 
new styling. 


The Renault coupés have been extensively re- 
styled, inside and out, and there are now only two 
varieties. The 15GTL has the 1289cc engine in 
60bhp form, in conjunction with a four-speed 
gearbox. The 17TS has the light-alloy 1647cc 
engine from the 16TX, which develops 98bhp, and 
the gearbox has five speeds. 

New are the “‘petal’’ type seats, containin 
multiple sprung pads that fit themselves aroun 
the occupants and look like space-travellers’ arm- 
chairs. The 17 can be identified by its four head- 
lamps, the 15 having a pair of rectangular lights. 
The body is a 2+2 rather than a four-seater, ite 
room being the limiting factor. The very advance 
Renault automatic transmission is available for 
these cars. 


Road impressions 


I was able to test-drive both the Renault coupés. 
The new seats are extremely comfortable but the 
driving position is, curiously enough, rather 
Italian. Phe 15 goes surprisingly well with its 
small engine, reaching a maximum of 93mph. The 
17, on the other han gives quite fierce acceler- 
ation and though the claimed maximum is only 
105.6mph, I saw an indicated 118mph under 
favourable conditions. Both cars ride and handle 
well and are not at all noisy mechanically, but I 
was rather disappointed with the amount of wind 
noise and there is a good deal of tyre roar on non- 
skid motorway surfaces. : 

The four-speed gearbox of the 15 has a pleasant 
change, but fifth speed was not always easy to 
Ae newly available right-hand drive Audi 80 

af '. 


New styling for the Renault 17TS. 


locate on the more powerful car. These new 
Renault coupés have an air of luxury about them 
and the new styling certainly adds to their 
attraction. 


SPECIFICATION AND PERFORMANCE DATA 
Car described: Renault 15GTL 2+2 coupé, price £2428.92 including 
car tax and VAT. 

Engine: Four cylinders 73 x 77mm (1289cc). Compression ratio 9.5 
to 1. 6O0bhp DIN at 5500rpm. Pushrod-operated overhead valves. 
Weber twin-choke downdraught carburetter. 

Transmission: Single dry-plate clutch. 4-speed synchromesh gear- 
box with central remote control, ratios 1.04, 1.48, 2.24, and 3.82 to 
1. Hypoid final drive, ratio 3.778 to 1. 

Chassis: Combined steel body and chassis. Independent front sus- 
pension by wishbones, coil springs, and anti-roll bar. Trailing dead 
rear axle with coil springs and anti-roll bar. Rack and pinion 
steering. Servo-assisted disc/drum dual-circuit brakes with rear 
limiting valve. Bolt-on steel wheels, fitted 155SR 13 tyres. 
Dimensions: Wheelbase, 8ft Oins. Track, 4ft 3ins. Overall length, 
13tt 11hins. width, 5ft 44ins. Weight, 2128lbs. ° 

Performance: Maximum speed, 93mph (maker's figure). 


Car described: Renault 17TS 2+2 coupé, price £2976.48 including 
car tax and VAT. 

Engine: Four clades 79 x 84mm Cres): Compression ratio 9.3 
to 1. 98bhp DIN at 5750rpm. Inclined pushrod-operated overhead 
valves. Weber twin-choke downdraught carburetter. 

Transmission: Single dry-plate clutch. 4-speed synchromesh gear- 
box with central remote control, ratios 1.04, 1.48, 2.24, and 3.82 to 
1. Hypoid final drive, ratio 3.778 to 1. ; 

Chassis: Combined steel body and chassis. Independent front 
suspension by wishbones, and anti-roll bar. Rack and pinion steer- 
ing. Trailing dead rear axle with coil springs and anti-roll bar. Servo- 
assisted disc/drum dual-circuit brakes with rear limiting valve. Bolt- 
on steel wheels, fitted 155SR 13 tyres. 

Dimensions: Wheelbase, 8ft Oins. Track, 4ft 3{ins. Overall length, 
13ft 11Jins. Width, 5ft 4jins. Weight, 2293|bs. 

Performance: Maximum speed, 105.6mph (maker's figure). 


112mph Audi 
80 GTE 


The high-performance Audi 80 GTE is now avail- 
able in Britain. The 1600cc overhead-camshaft 
engine has Bosch K-Jetronic mechanical fuel in- 
jection and develops 110bhp DIN at 6100rpm. 
The car is claimed to have a maximum speed of 
112mph and to accelerate from 0 to 60mph in Qs, 
while a fuel consumption of 33mpg is mentioned. 
Standard equipment mcludes an oil cooler and 
temperature gauge. 

An AUTOSPORT road test of this car has been 


arranged. 
JOHN BOLSTER 
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FASH IONS 


Alan Jones in the interim Sid Taylor Lola harries Damien Magee in the winning Hexagon March. 


OULTON PARK 


Mighty Magee by almost a minute 


By IAN TITCHMARSH 


Photos by PETER McFADYEN 


That ebullient and irrepressible Irishman Damien Magee took a convincing win, and with it 
an equally strong lead in the 1976 ShellSport Formula 5000 championship, on Good Friday at 
Oulton Park. In glorious weather in front of a crowd estimated at 25,000, the like of which 
the Cheshire circuit has not seen for cars for several years, Magee headed a numerically well- 
endowed, and competitively not at all bad, field in the Hexagon/Paul Michaels March 751, 
completing nearly half the race with a loose exhaust manifold which made the Ford V6 sound 


horrible but slowed him not a bit. By the end 
to racing well in the ex-Durex Racing Lola T4 


he had lapped all bar Keith Holland, returning 
00 whose erstwhile pilot, Richard Scott, once 


more showed what can be done with only 1.6 litres of Formula Atlantic Modus by taking a 
very good third. Magee shared a new circuit record with David Purley and Alan Jones, the 
latter at the wheel of Sid Taylor’s stopgap ex-Belso Lola T330, both of whom tangled early on 


of which more anon. 


John Ellison and the BRSCC NW Centre worked hard to make the meeting a great success, 
coping undramatically with nine races over two days of which the main supporting 
attractions were rounds of the Keith Prowse RAC Touring Car Championship and the Allied 
Polymer FF 2000 Championship won by Tom Walkinshaw’s Castrol Capri and Tiff Needell’s 
McKinstry Hawke DL14 respectively. Altogether it was a meeting to remember as one sat in 
‘the gratifyingly long traffic jams waiting to leave the circuit long after the racing had 
finished, a rare phenomenon at Oulton Park these days. 


ENTRY AND PRACTICE 


No less than 27 names were inscribed in the pro- 
gramme for the third round of the revised 
European Formula 5000 Championship, a healthy 
justification of the idea that all available 
machinery should be amalgamated into one class. 
The fact that there were no new 1976 chassis 
among them didn’t matter for the standard of 
preparation was on the whole high and times were 
gratifyingly close. After two sessions of practice 
on Thursday afternoon, it was the ex-Thursday’s 
March 751 which Damien Magee aptly slotted 
into pole position with a time of 55.2s. For com- 
parison, Alan Jones put the same car on pole 
position last September at 54.6s but the race was 
wet, so the outright record to aim for was Ted 
Wentz’s Atlantic time of 56.8s. Damien adjusted 
all the rebound out of the dampers and was 
delighted to find he could take Clay Hill flat in top 
gear, such bravery probably justifying pole! 
Alongside the Irishman was Australian Brian 
McGuire in his Williams FW04, the F1 car raced 
by Renzo Zorzi in South America. Despite suffer- 
ing badly from ‘flu, Brian literally flew and 
brought the sound of a DFV in anger back to 
Oulton in recording a time of 55.4s. Completing 
the front row was David Purley’s immaculate 
Chevron B30, fastest in the first session but going 
backwards in the second when some suspension 
adjustments didn’t pay off. This left him with 
55.6s, a time equalled in the second session by two 
other drivers. 

First of these was Val Musetti, going well again 
in his March 752, although an engine mounting 
broke and then a radiator holed itself in the 
Friday untimed session to keep his mechanic 
busy. As usual Val had a Swindon BDX 2-litre 
engine and was the fastest of the four cylinder 
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brigade. Alongside him sharing the time was none 
other than Alan Jones at the wheel of the ex-Tom 
Belso Lola T330 which Sid Taylor had acquired in 
a hurry as an interim measure until the March for 
America is ready. Sid bolted in one of this Alan 
Smith Chevrolets but the car was totally unsorted 
when it arrived at the circuit, leaving Alan with 
plenty to do quite apart from shooting for a good 
time. A constant misfire in the timed sessions was 
cured by replacing a valve in the fuel system and 
the Australian F1 driver was timed at 54.8s in the 
untimed Friday session to raise his hopes. John 
Cannon’s March 731/751, also running an Alan 
Smith Chevrolet, had a troubled practice too, 
centred chiefly around the rear drive shafts, one 
of the rubber gaiters of which caught fire in the 
pits, In being extinguished, the car was covered in 
powder which prevented any further practice 
after he had recorded 56.2s. Richard Scott was 
quite amazing in the little Modus M3 from the 
British Caledonian/Dicksons of Perth team, un- 
officially taking 0.4s off the Atlantic record by 
being the first of three drivers to record 56.4s. 
The others were Keith Holland, settling down well 
in the Len Gibbs Lola T400-Smith/Chevrolet after 
a year of almost complete abstinence from racing, 
and Lella Lombardi in the Team PR Reilly ex- 
George Follmer Shadow DN1. 

Lella was consigned to the fourth row alongside 
the F2 Ralt RT1 of John Wingfield who was 
another to lap faster in the first session, because 
in the second he found himself with a rear tyre 
that refused to scrub itself in. This left the 
Somers BDG-powered car with a time of 56.8s. 

Wingfield’s sparring partner Bill Gubelmann 
had his immaculate March 732 on the inside of the 
fifth row (11th fastest) at 56.8s, the late return of 
the BDG.from a rebuild not helping final prepar- 
ation. Jim Crawford was out with Peter Williams’ 


Coin Monthly Formula Atlantic Chevron B29 
(Nicholson powered) but spent a frustrating 
Pose rang d trying to make the rear end stick. A 
session back at the factory on Thursday night 
cured the problem and raised Jim's hopes of im- 
proving on a best lap of 57.0s and finishing in the 
money. Divina Galica almost finished her practice 
against a solid bank at Old Hall with the Fl 
Surtees TS16 but came to rest unscathed with no- 
thing worse than a lot of earth sucked into the 
engine to give Nick Whiting and his crew plenty 
to do. Her best time was 57.2s before that, in the 
first session. Alo Lawler’s Chevron B29-Swindon 
(58.2s) and Andy Barton’s_ex-Geoff Friswell 
March 73B/752-Cosworth BDE (58,8s) shared the 
sixth row as the only others to lap under the 
minute mark. 

Applying the 107% rule, the rest should 
perhaps have been excluded but this has now beer 
quietly forgotten in the interests of making up the 
grids. It’s the same old story with lip service, if 
that, being paid to safety. One day there will be ¢ 
large accident; last Friday Jim Crawford was 
almost the victim of one of the following: Jeremy 
Rossiter (1.6 Chevron-Swindon B29 BDA) — In 
0.0s; Emilio Villota (F1 Lyncar-DFV) — 1m 0.2s 
Brian Robinson (F2 Lola-Close T360 BDG) — In 
1.0s; Chris Featherstone (5.0 McRae 
Morand/Chevrolet GM1) — 1m 4.2s; Bob How 
lings (1.8 Brabham-Whitehurst BT36 FVC) — In 
4.48; David Winstanley (1.6 Brabham-Eden BT4( 
BDA) — 1m 4.6s; Norman Dickson (F2 Modus 
Swindon M3 BDX) — 1m 9.8s. In the cases 0 
Rossiter and Dickson, their times were unrepre 
sentative due to engine problems, as the race sub 
sequently proved, but the others had no sucl 
excuse. 


RACE 


The race lost one good car, and almost two more 
before it even started. Cannon’s March broke 
tooth off the cwp and had to be put away whil 
Jones called for last minute adjustments to th 
steering on the grid after finding somethin 
wrong with the handling on the warming up lap: 
This delayed the start long enough to enable th 
Dickson mechanics to fit a new battery in Scott 
Modus. With 21 cars on the grid, the pace lap an 
return to the grid needed to be orderly, and wai 
so it was a clean start with McGuire getting tk 
jump on the others and piling on the the pressu 
round the first lap to lead quite convincingly froi 
Purley, Magee and Jones in a tight threesom 
Holland followed ahead of Musetti and Scot 
Lombardi and Galica were together for the m 
ment in eighth and ninth places, from Crawfor 
Lawler, Wingfield, Gubelmann, Dickson from tl 
back row, Rossiter, Villota, Barton, Robinso 
Howlings, Featherstone and Winstanle 
McGuire lasted just two laps in front before | 
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felt the clutch starting to slip so he fell back into 
the grasp of the following 5000s, waving them 
through on the way up to Lodge on lap three. For 
several laps he carried on ahead of Holland and 
his two four-cylindered pursuers, Musetti and 
Scott, before calling it a day after a spirited per- 
formance which suggests that an F1 car will win 
an F5000 race before too long. 

For now, at any rate, it was back to traditional 
5000s as Purley strove to hold off Magee and 
Jones. It was not for long, though, as they came 
upon a spinning Lawler at Druids and leader 
Purley slowed strictly in accordance with instruc- 
tions given at the drivers’ briefing. The other two 
slowed rather less and Magee drew alongside for 
the run up to Lodge, taking the lead into the 
corner. Jones followed through past the off line 
Purley, but did it rather untidily and knocked the 
Chevron’s nose awry. Purley came in next time 
round, falling to 17th place before rejoining in a 
very angry and determined mood, while Jones and 
Magee were left to contest the lead with impunity. 
For lap after lap the 5-litre Lola hounded the 3.4- 
litre March but, although he drew alongside 
Magee once and promptly had the door slammed 
in his face, Jones was never able to wrest the lead 
from the Irishman. Back markers were a problem, 
Jones suffering badly at the hands of. Galica and 
losing several lengths which he had just made up 
again by lap 21 when a rear upright broke and he 
retired to the pits, vowing that the car should be 
returned to a museum and offering some choice 
Australian comments on lady drivers! 

Just before Jones went, Holland had fallen foul 
of the tardy Villota going into Lodge, the Lyncar 
spinning into the Armco and breaking its rear 
wing which hastened its retirement while Keith 
lost two places to Musetti and Scott before get- 
ting back into the swing of things. Gubelmann, 
after a fine drive up from 13th to fifth by lap 
.eight, lost all the water from his engine when the 

auge union came adrift in the block, retired on 
ap 12, while the other F2 car of Wingfield had dis- 
appeared even earlier when a driveshaft broke at 
the Folly. 3 

At half distance (25 laps) Magee held a comfort- 
able lead from Musetti, Holland and Scott, having 
just lapped Crawford who was being caught by 
young Norman Dickson, going well in the F2- 
‘engined Modus despite constant over-revving due 
to a faulty gearbox. Galica was about to be passed 
by the charging Purley for seventh while a clutch- 
less Rossiter was holding off Lawler, although the 
latter was a lap behind after his spin. Robinson 
led the rest. 

No sooner had we resigned ourselves to a 
tedious second half in which Magee pulled further 
and further ahead than the March's enging sud- 
denly sounded very off as it came past. Magee 
knew instantly what the trouble was for it had 
happened before — one bank of the exhaust 
system had come adrift from the block which cost 
him some power but not enough to jepodize his 
lead for Musetti and Holland had not been far 
from being lapped. Scott was lapped but stayed 
with the leader now while Holland closed in on 
Musetti for second, the F2 March driver helping 
matters along by spinning at the Folly and then 
completing the job by spinning at Lodge when the 
car jumped out of second gear. Before he was 
sorted out, Holland, Scott, Crawford and Purley 
were past and the Italian stuntman had fallen to 
sixth. In the closing laps Magee seemed to speed 
up again and came within a few hundred yards of 


AUTOSPORT, APRIL 22, 1976 


Keith Holland made a welcome comeback with second place in the Len Gibbs Lola. 


lapping Holland before easing off and completing 
the last two laps very steadily to ensure victory. 
Holland and Scott joined him in the winners’ 
circle while Purley was rewarded with fourth 
place and a shared lap record of 55.0s with Magee 
and Jones as some consolation for his earlier 
misfortune. t 

Crawford was badly carved up by Robinson at 
the Folly, the car leaping into the air, but landing 
unscathed and able to continue to take fifth after 
Musetti, who had repassed the Atlantic Chevron 
just before the finish, had another back marker 
carve him up at the Folly on the last lap, the 
March’s nose peing: bent in the incident. 
Dickson's promising but troubled race brought 
him up to fifth by lap 32 behind his Formula 
Atlantic team mate before he headed for the pis, 
to try and cure the problem. He rejoined only to 
crash at Lodge on the last lap while eleventh. 
Lombardi es after one lap to rejoin the 
throttle slides, finishing many laps behind. 

ShellSport European Formula 5000 Championship, round 3 

Oulton Park, April 16 
50 laps, 82.50 miles 

1, Damien Magee (3.4 March-Cosworth/Ford 751 V6), 47m 11.0s, 

105.16mph: 

2, Keith Holland (5.0 Lola-Smith/Chevrolet T400 V8), 48m 8.8s; 

3, Richard Scott (1.6 Modus-Nicholson/Ford M3 BDA), 49 laps; 

4, David Purley (3.4 Chevron-LEC/Ford B30 V6), 49 laps; 

5, Jim Crawford (1.6 Chevron-Nicholson/Ford B29 BDA), 49 laps; 

6, Val Musetti Ae March-Swindon/Ford 752 BDX), 49 laps; 

7, Jeremy Rossiter (1.6 Chevron-Swindon/Ford B29 BDA), 48 
laps; 8, Brian Robinson (2.0 Lola-Close/Ford T360 BDG), 47 laps; 
9, Alo Lawler (1.6 Chevron-Swindon/Ford B29 BDA), 47 laps; 
10, Bob Howlings (1.8 Brabham-Whitehurst/Ford BT36 FVC), 45 


laps; 
11, Chris Featherstone (5.0 McRae Morand/Chevrolet GM1 V8), 44 
laps; 12, Lella Lombardi (3.0 Shadow-Cosworth/Ford DN] DFY), 31 
aps. 

Fastest lap: Magee, Purley and Alan Jones (5.0 Lola-Smith/Chev- 
rolet T330 V8), 55.0s, 108.26mph (circuit records). 


Val Musetti spins his F2 March justin front of Bob Howlings’s Brabham. 


SUPPORTING RACES 


The decision to ban the Camaros from the RAC 
Touring Car Championship looks to have been the 
right one for instead of one or two cars rushing off 
into the distance, there are now half a dozen or so 
European saloons, albeit mainly Capris, contest- 
ing the lead. The smallest class was consigned to 
run with the Radio One club racers which left 21 
assorted Capris, Opel Commodores, Dolomite 
Sprints, Vauxhall Magnums, Toyota Celica GT's 
and a Mazda RX3 to contest the first race, over a 
paltry 15 laps. 

From his third pole position in as many races 
Tom Walkinshaw took the Team Castrol/London 
Sports Car Centre Capri into the lead from 
Gordon Spice’s MM Plant Hire, winning Capri, 
Andy Rouse in the leading Dolomite, Colin 
Vandervell’s Team Triplex Capri and Brian 
Muir’s Norman Reeves Capri. Chris Craft's 
Hammonds Sauce Capri lost the benefit of a front 
row start uy getting away badly and dropping to 
seventh behind the Dolomite Sprint of Martin 
Thomas while Gerry Marshall in the leading 
Vauxhall lost ground, after a dispute about lines 
at the Folly with Rouse, and came round eighth 
behind Craft and ahead of Steve Thompson in the 
second works Dolly. Walkinshaw, a warming up 
lap misfire cured a rapid plug change, was 
determined it shotla be third time lucky and 
never put a wheel wrong despite constant pres- 
sure from Spice, the two cars finishing 0.4s apart, 
having broken away from the next group towards 
the end. Rouse ran into increasing brake problems 
as the race progressed, losing his place first to 
Muir, who had earlier passed Vandervell, and then 
the Team Triplex car as well. Vandervell made a 
mighty effort in the closing stages but failed to 
outwit the veteran Australian for third. Rouse 
won his class from Marshall and Thompson, with 
Dave Brodie’s Mazda a disappointing fourth in 
class having made a poor start from a second row 
grid position. Craft suffered a puncture, the 
ensuing pit stop dropping him to the back, one be- 
hind Thomas who also stopped for a new wheel 
after flat-spotting a front tyre in the opening 
mélée. Win Percy’s Team Toyota Celica won its 
class of three Toyotas, the second of which was 
driven on this occasion by Barrie Williams. Of the 
Opels Richard Lloyd retired on the first lap witha 
blown head gasket, having had the same problem 
in practice, while Stuart Patterson's dropped a 
valve. 

The 1300s, run concurrently with the cheaper 
Radio One production saloon classes, made for 
rather tedious racing although the comparison 
was interesting for a Sow laps. The RAC cars were 

iven their own grid at the front from which 
Bernard Unett’s works Hillman Avenger GT took 
an unassailable lead. John Brindley brought his 
Radio One-type Mazda RX38 through to second 
but. made little, if any, impression on Unett and 
one wonders why more people don’t try an 
Avenger for this class of racing. Behind Brindley, 
the RAC-type Alfas scrapped with inter-necine 
ferocity at the end of which Peter Hilliard suc- 
ceeded in imposing his GT Junior on the Sud Tis 


> 


23 


OULTON PARK continued 


of which Malcolm Wayne’s Westune version 
finished ahead of Jon Dooley’s Campari car, 
Derek Lawrence’s engine having expired and 
Simon Kirkby’s crashing into the Armco on the 
warming up bare Danny Alderton won the other 
Radio One class in his rapid Honda Civic, which 
demolished the class record before slowing near 
the end with a deflating tyre. 

The other Radio One event was every bit as 
exciting as the RAC equivalent. Derrick Brunt 
took an early lead in his BMW 3.0 Si from Brian 
Pepper’s General Relays Opel Commodore while 
Jone Cooper in Jim Marsden’s General Helays 
BMW was making up for a bad start. Try as he 
might Pepper couldn’t find a way past Brunt until 
Cooper came charging up and forced past the pair 
of them into Old Hall. Pepper went with him, both 
arrived at the corner too fase Cooper holding the 
ensuing slide well but Pepper having to use the 
sleepers to straighten his hive: The Opel hit the 
barrier a mighty thump but took it well and 
carried on, back In third again behind Brunt. By 
now Pepper could see Ivan Dutton’s Capri loom- 
ing ever Taree in his mirrors, so he took a deep 
breath and outbraked Brunt into Lodge on lap 11, 
immediately pulling away to take the flag first 
when Cooper slowed and waved him past on the 
last lap. Dutton found a way past Brunt too on 
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Tiff Needell’s 
first FF 2000 lap (above). John Cooper in a hurry wit 
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the last lap to be best of the Capris with Rod 
Birley’s similar car fifth ahead of Tony 
Lanfranchi’s Opel. Nick Whiting won the 
Magnum class after battling with Gerry 
Marshall’s Hamilton Motors example. 

Hawkes were once again the cars to beat in the 
Allied Polymer FF2000 round, the Dulons and 
Eldens falling by the wayside. Tiff Needell won as 
he pleased but was helped considerably by an 
unfortunate contretemps between Ian Taylor and 
Geoff Friswell on the straight between Druids 
and Lodge on the first lap when Friswell was 
squeezed out. Unaccustomed to such tactics, 
Friswell protested Taylor but the available 
evidence was inconclusive. Taylor lost second 
place after five laps when a drive shaft broke 
while the second Ken Hensley Dulon MP18 of 
David MacPherson fell back from third and 
eventually retired with a seizing engine. Up into 
second came the Brook Hire Hawke of Stuart 
Baird from sixth on the first lap and he went very 
well to keep Needell in sight to the flag. Bernard 
Vermilio brought his new Merlyn Mk 28 into a 
good but distant third while Oscar Notz’s Crosslé 
31F finished in the points again, despite an early 
spin at the Folly, taking fourth from Roger 

rgee’s Elden just before the end. Tales of woe in- 
cluded Frank Sytner’s Dulon with a loose plug 
lead which was burnt on the exhaust; Syd Fox’s 
Elden which never revved in the race as it had in 
practice; and Bob Jarvis, who brought his Palliser 


Hawke is pressed (temporarily) by Ian Taylor’s Dulon and Geoff Friswell’s Hawke on the 
h his Radio One BMW (below). 
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rae: third at one stage before the head gasket 
ailed. 

The organizers had only themselves to blame 
for the poor turn out of Clubman’s cars for, 
although the original regs stated that practice 
would be on Freer the final regs which com- 
petitors received the previous Tuesday stated 
that practice would e on Thursday ye a Since 
most Club’s drivers are true amateurs, and can’t 
leave work at a moment’s notice, few turned up 
and only eight raced. Peter Cooke had allowed two 
days for the long haul from Dover anyway so he 
had his Harrison on hand to take pole position 
and avenge its defeat at the hands of Nick Adams 
the week before at Silverstone. Adams, despite a 
good start, lost the lead to Cooke after half a la 
and soon retired when the U2’s Morris Minor diff 
broke. Vernon Davies had retired his U2 even 
earlier with a broken half shaft which left Peter 
Lovett’s Phantom P73 to take second, but only 
just, from David Manley’s smartly presented Red 
Arrow Racing Team U2. 

On Thursday afternoon, the third round of the 
FF1600 Dunlop Star of Tomorrow championship 
took place. The first heat saw victory go to 
Hawke employee James Weaver in his DL12, but 
only just from David Leslie’s old Crosslé 16F 
which finished almost level after starting with a 
10s penalty. David ‘‘son of Jack’’ Sears route 
his Van Diemen into third ahead of Michael 
“brother of Tiff’’ Needell in a Crosslé 25F, after 
Derek Fowler’s Titan Mk 6, which had led the 
first lap; went off with minor damage at Old Hall 
on the last lap. Winfield star David Lang won the 
second heat in the Tiga despite a spin at Old Hall 
near the end, second being Sean “son of Jan” 
Walker in a Royale RP21 who ousted Andy 
Harben’s Jamun TSC from second on the penulti- 
mate lap. 

The final was not the anticipated Lang benefit 
for Leslie, from the third row, was soon through 
to second and gaining ground in the old Crosslé. 
On the last lap it was very close indeed but Lang 
didn’t put a wheel wrong and held on to win by a 
couple of lengths from the promising Leslie, 
another refugee from the British Karting team, 
with Walker third. Harben, after a poor start 
which dropped him to eighth from the front row, 
worked his way back to fourth and almost caught 
Walker on the line. He then waved to Walker on 
the slowing down lap and promptly spun off! 


Keith Prowse RAC Touring Car Chemplonsite, round 3, 1301 to 
.3000cc (15 laps): 1, Tom Walkinshaw (3.0 Ford Capri Il), 18m 23.45, 
80.94mph; 2, Gordon Spice (3.0 Ford Capri Il), 18m 23.8s; 3, Brian 
Muir (3.0 Ford Capri II), 18m 27.6s; 4, Colin Vandervell (3.0 Ford 
Capri Il), 18m 27.85; 5, Andy Rouse (2.0 Triumph Dolomite Sprint), 
18m 28.0s; 6, Gerry Marshall (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum Coupé), 18m 
37.4s. 2301 to 3@00cc class: 1, Walkinshaw, 80.94mph; 2, Spice; 
3, Muir; 4, Vandervell; 5, Pete Clarke (3.0 Ford Capri Il), 6, Rod 
Birley (3.0 Ford Capri Il). Fastest lap: Spice, Muir and Vandervell, 
1m 12.6s, 82.02mph (equals record). 1601 to 2300cc class: 
1, Rouse, 80.61mph; 2, Marshall; 3, Steve Thompson (2.0 Triumph 
Dolomite Sprint); 4, Dave Brodie (2.3 Mazda RX3 Coupé); 5, Tim 
Stock (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum Coupé), 6, Paddy Loughnane (2.0 
Triumph Dolomite Sprint). Fastest lap: Rouse, 1m 12.6s, 82.02mph 
(record). 1301 to 1600cc class: 1, Win Percy (1.6 Toyota Celica G1), 
77.59mph; 2, Barrie Williams (1.6 Toyota Celica GT); only finishers. 
Fastest lap: Percy, 1m 15.0s, 79.39mph (record). 

Keith Prowse RAC Touring Car Championship, round 3, up to 
1300cc (15 laps): 1, Bernard Unett (1.3 Hillman Avenger GT), 20m 
33.2s, 72.42mph; 2, Peter Hilliard (1.3 Alfa Romeo GT Junior), 20m 
44.0s; 3, Malcolm Wayne (1.2 Alfa Romeo Alfasud Ti), 20m 45.0s, 
4, Jon Dooley (1.2 Alfa Romeo Alfasud T!), 20m 52.2s, only finishers. 
Fastest lap: Unett, 1m 20.0s, 74.43mph (new record). 

Allied Polymer Formula Ford 2000 Championship round (20 laps): 
1, Tiff, Needell (Hawke-Holbay DL14), 21m 40.8s, 91.58mph; 
2, Stuart Baird (Hawke-Scholar DL14), 21m 45.0s; 3, Bernard 
Vermilio (Mera ocborer Mk 28), 21m 59.6s; 4, Oscar Notz (Crossié- 
Titan 31), 22m 18.4s; 5, Roger Orgee (Elden-Nelson P18), 22m 
19.0s; 6, Chris Fearon (Titan-Titan Mk 10), 22m 21.6s. Fastest lap: 
Needell, Baird and Bob Jarvis (Palliser-Rowland P742), 1m 4.2s, 
92.75mph. 

Formula Ford 1600, Heat 1 (7 laps): 1, James Weaver (Hawke- 
Holbay DL12), 8m 36.8s, 80.65mph; 2, David Leslie (Crosslé- 
Rowland 16F), 8m 36.8s; 3, David Sears (Van Diemen-Scholar 
RF76), 8m 38.8s. Fastest lap: Leslie, 1m 10.2s, 84.82mph. 

Formula Ford 1600, Heat 2 (7 laps): 1, David Lang (Tiga-Rowland 
FF), 8m 28.6s, 81.95mph; 2, Sean Walker (Royale-Walker RP21), 8m 
32.85; 3, Andy Harben (Jamun-Smith T3C), 8m 33.8s. Fastest lap: 
Lang, 1m 9.4s, 85.80mph. 

BRSCC Dunlop Star of Tomorrow Formula Ford 1600 Champion- 
ship round (10 laps): 1, Lang, 11m 43.0s, 84.69mph; 2, Leslie, 11m 
43.6s: 3, Walker, 11m 54.2s; 4, Harben, 11m 54.2s;5, John Harlow 
(Elden-Scholar PH8B), 11m 56.4s; 6,Graham North (Royale- 
Minister RP21), 11m 58.2s. Fastest lap: Leslie, 1m 8.8s, 86.55mph. 

BBC Radio One Production Saloon Car Championship round over 
£2000 (15 laps): 1, Brian Pepper (2.8 Opel Commodore GS/E), 20m 
22.6s, 73.05mph; 2, John Cooper (3.0 BMW Si), 20m 24.0s; 3, Ivan 
Dutton (3.0 Ford Capri Il), 20m 27.85; 4, Derrick Brunt (3.0 BMW 
Si), 20m 28.4s. Over £2400 class: 1, Pepper, 73. 05mph; 2, Cooper; 
3, Dutton. Fastest lap: Pepper and Cooper, 1m 19.6s, 74.80mph 
(record). £2001 to £2400 class: 1, Nick Whiting (2.3 Vauxhall 
Magnum Coupé), 71.21mph; 2,Gerry Marshall (2.3 Vauxhall 
Magnum Coupé); 3, Alan Foster (2.3 Vauxhall Firenza SL). Fastest 
lap: Whiting, lin 22.0s, 72.61mph. 

BBC Radio One Production Saloon Car Championship round up to 
£2000 (15 laps): 1, John Brindley (2.0 Mazda RX3 Coupé), 20m 
38.6s, 72.11mph; 2, Paul Haywood-Halfpenny (2.0 Mazda RX3 
Coupe), 21m 15.4s, 3, Danny Aiderton (1.2 Honda Civic), 21m 
40.83, 4, Derek Speht l.o Ford Escorl Mexico), 211m 56.65, £1601 
to £2000 class. 1, Brindley, 72.ilimph, 2, Haywood Halipenny, 
3, Speight. Fastest lap. Brindiey, Lin 20.85, 73.69inph. Up to 2160 
class. 1, Aiderton, 68.6Gimph, 2, Trevor Moore (1.6 Hdlimai 
Avenger), 3, Rodney Posner (1.2 Simca Rallye 1), Fastest iap. 
Aiderton, lin 25.23, 69.389inph (record). 

Sytner of Nottingham Clubman's Sports Car Championship rounc 
(12 laps). 1, Peter Cooke (1.6 Hartison-Cosworth Mk 7B), Lain 
27.68, 95.57inph, 2, Peter Lovett (1.6 Phantom Swindon P73), L2ir 
528s, 3, David Manley (1.6 Mallock U2-Swindon Mk 178), 12ir 
57.2s; 4, Vin Malkie (1.6 Mallock U2-Cosworth Mk 11/16), 13m 
20.45, 5, Riche Conroy (1.6 Gryphon-Davron C4A), 11 laps 
6, Arthur Norton (1.6 Gryphon-Longman C4A), 10 laps. Fastest lap, 
Cooke, lin 1.0s, 97.G1inph 
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How to demoralize the opposition: Jones turns into Graham Hill Bend on the first lap, already leaving Purley, Magee and the rest for dead. 


BRANDS HATCH 


Nobody can keep up with 
this particular Jones 


By IAN PHILLIPS 


Photos by GERRY STREAM 


It was as near a perfect day’s racing at Brands Hatch on Monday as one could wish for. The 
weather was beautiful, the organization by the BRSCC slick, there was a good crowd and 
good racing. The feature race of the day was the Shellsport 5000 Championship round which, 
although not a close race, was a great spectacle. There were plenty of competitive cars being 
really well driven around the club circuit, which was good enough to keep the crowd more 
than happy. For anybody who appreciates a powerful racing car being driven to perfection, 


Alan Jones’s performance in Sid Taylor’s rapidly acquir 
delight. The Australian, who also demonstrated his 


ex-Belso Lola T330 was sheer 
urex Surtees TS19, was fastest in 


practice and just never put a wheel wrong throughout the race, despite getting soaked from 
a petrol leak. He lead from flag to flag and set a new fastest lap and lap record of 42.6s, an 
average of 101.71mph. The Ford V6 engined cars never featured on this twisty circuit, but 
both finished, David Purley taking second place and Damien Magee third. 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 


Practice took place on Sunday afternoon in near 
perfect conditions, 18 cars taking part of the 27 
entered. Although the number was a little 
disappointing the quality was good, and indeed 
Group 8 has more than justified itself, especially 
this weekend. The competitors were happy in 
that, at Oulton Park, some had been picking u 
more money even than their cars were worth, a 
you have to do in the big money races is make 
sure you finish. The one big problem, though, is 
the persistent waiving of the qualifying 
regulation — the slow people at the back are very 
slow, and really rather dangerous. 

Fastest in both sessions was Alan Jones, 
having his second race in what is probably the 
oldest pukka F5000 car currently racing, the ex- 
Belso Lola T330 (chassis number 2). Despite a few 
tyre problems, Alan was pretty happy with life on 
a circuit he knows well and on which he won in 
5000 at the end of last year. John Cannon 
confirmed the V8 superiority in his Oaten Racing 
March, but he was some 0.6s slower than Jones. 

The V6 Chevron and March of David Purley 
and Damien Magee filled the second row. 
Although both cars won at Brands last year, it 
has never really been a circuit for the V6 engine. 
Purley was the quicker of the two although he had 
engine pick-up problems out of Clark Curve. 
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Magee had tyre troubles and, in the Monday 
warm-up, an injection bother, but he was more 
enthusiastic than ever after his convincing Oulton 
performance three days before. 

Val Musetti had originally intended to commute 
from Brands to Thruxton, but a fuel-pump 
problem in the F2 car saw him only at Brands, 
and equalling Magee’s time. Keith Holland’s 
return to his home track put him on the outside of 
this row, 0.6s ahead of Richard Scott in the first 
of the Atlantic cars, the Dickson’s of Perth 
Modus, on 44.8s. Like all the Atlantics he was 
finding the track much slower than at the 
Indylantic meeting, due probably to somebody 
cropping oil liberally. On the same time was John 
Wingfield’s F2 Ralt, with the Atlantics of Jim 
Crawford (Chevron B29), Cyd Williams (Sana) 
and Jeremy Rossiter (Chevron) next, this trio also 
on the same time. Crawford didn’t do many laps 
before a blown oil seal curtailed his efforts, while 
Williams had an engine failure in the mornin 
warm-up. Rossiter’s Dave Price Racing B29 ha 
braking problems but was otherwise okay with its 
new Swindon engine. 

Divina Galica was next up in the ShellSport 
Surtees, Nick Whiting and his men_ havin 
worked throughout the weekend to install a DF 
very generously loaned by John Surtees (Brett 
Lunger’s Jarama mill). Divi only got about a 
dozen laps in because of gearbox problems, but 


was in determined mood: “It’s really great to 
have a good engine. There’s six weeks to the next 
race so | can afford to havea good go... there’ll be 
plenty of time to rebuild it.’’ She was happy to be 
well ahead of Lella Lombardi, who couldn't better 
46.0s in the PR Reilly Shadow. The two ladies 
were split by Brian McGuire, who was having a 
host of problems after his Oulton promise. His F1 
Williams never got a clean lap because of a fuel 
system problem, and the replacement engine 
poured out oil in the morning warm-up. 

The rest of the runners were not really 
competitive, although Norman Dickson would 
have been had he been able to practise. The 
Dickson’s men worked hard to rebuild his car 
after its Oulton shunt, and he only got to qualify 
on Monday morning. 
John Cannon 
March-Smith Chevrolet 


731/751 V8 
43.85 


Alan Jones 
Lola-Smith/Chevrolet T330 V8 
42.8s 


Damien Magee 


David Purley 
March-Ford 751 V6 


Chevron-Ford B30 V6 
43.4s 


44.0s 

Keith Holland Val Musetti 
Lola-Smith/Chevrolet T400 V8 March-Swindon 752 BDG 
44.2s 44.0s 

John Wingfield Richard Scott 

Ralt-Somers RT1 BDG Modus-Nicholson M3 BDA 
44.8s 44.85 

Cyd Williams Jim Crawford 

Sana-Eden BDA Chevron-Nicholson B29 BDA 
45.4s 45.8s 

Divina Galica : Jeremy Rossiter 
Surtees-Cosworth Ford TS1i6 Chevron-Swindon B29 BDA 
ey 45.4s 

45.4s 


Brian McGuire 
tk ah Ford FWO4 


45.6s 


Lella Lombardi 
Shadow-Cosworth Ford 
DN1 DFV 46.0s 


Philip Guerola 
Brabham-Ford BT36 BDG 
46.2s 


Brian Robinson 
Lola-Ford T340 BDX 
46.2s 


Chris Featherstone Emilio Villota 
McRae-Morand Chevrolet GM1 Lyncar-Cosworth Ford DFV 
47.2s 


V8 
48.6s 
Norman Dickson 


Modus-Nicholson M3 BDA 
no time. 


RACE 


After one warm-up lap, on the grid the various 
team managers found they couldn’t pressure the 
tyres properly because they’d got no heat, so a 
couple more tours were organized before the final 
run around to the 10s board and the flag. John 
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BRANDS HATCH continued 


Wingfield fell victim to this, and his Ralt was 
pushed off after the grid had left. b 

At the flag, Jones just went. Clean and perfect, 
the old red Lola just shot away. Magee, too, got it 
just right, and was quickly past Cannon. Purley 
followed Jones and the two V6-powered cars 
elbowed their way into Paddock. It looked like 
Magee, but as they came out Purley was in second 
place, Jones already moving away. 

At the end of the first of the 60 laps the pattern 
was already set. Jones was in front with Purley, 
Magee (who’d gone autocrossing at Surtees), 
Holland, Cannon and Musetti leading the 
Atlantics and the rest. By the fourth lap they 
were already lapping Featherstone, and Jones, 
Purley and Magee were out on their own. Cannon 
was latching on to Holland, with Musetti keepin, 
a close watch. Scott, Rossiter, Crawford aa 
Williams were having their own Atlantic race, 
although Cyd departed the scene almost 
immediately with a trail of oil coming from the 
back of his car. McGuire was next up, but his 
engine never ran cleanly and he was an eventual 
pit caller. Lombardi led the rest, hotly followed by 

ickson, Divina and the also-rans. Divi's 
challenge was thwarted when Villota chopped her 
badly and deranged her nose; after a pitstop, she 
carried on as bravely as ever, without any nose at 


all. 

The positions at the front just never changed 
throughout the race. Jones pulled further and 
further away, the lap record being lowered 
consistently. In fact he was in a real hurry to get 
it over, as he was sitting in a bath of petrol which 
was proving to be distinctly uncomfortable. 
Also the race proved to be very hard on the left 
rear tyre, which had blistered badly and probably 
wouldn’t have lasted much longer. Purley was the 
only other unlapped ru¥iner, his Chevron running 
smoothly too, although the oil pressure dipped a 
little in the closing stages. Magee had the left rear 
tyre grain and was generally unhappy with the 
handling; nevertheless his third place was another 
good finish and kept him safely in the lead of the 
championship. 

Cannon took fourth place on lap 19 and then 
pulled away from Holland quite easily, the latter 
suffering a slow puncture. This, combined with a 
radius rod which wanted to come away, slowed 


the ex-Durex car so much towards the end that he . 


dropped to eighth. Following Jim Crawford’s 
retirement with a misfiring engine, Rossiter took 
over the Atlantic lead and finished about 11s 
ahead of Dickson, who drove really well to head 
team-mate Scott home by 2s, the latter offering 
‘no excuses” for dropping back to seventh. 
Musetti had by this time dropped out of the 
running. He’d been challenging the slowing 
Holland for fifth, but the car ran out of water due 
to a radiator which had been holed on the warm- 
up lap. He eventually finished 11th, behind the 
es Lombardi and Villota. 


shel pott European 5000 championship 
Brands Hatch, April 19, 60 laps, 72.1960 miles 
1, Alan Jones (5.0 Lola-Smith Chevrolet T330 V8), 43m 33.4s, 
99.48mph; 
2, David Purley (3.4 Chevron-Ford B30 V6), 43m 47.8s; 
3, Damien Magee (3.4 March-Ford 751 V6), 59 laps; 
4, John Cannon (5.0 March-Chevrolet 731/751 V8), 59; 
ry Jeremy Rossiter (1.6 Chevron-Swindon B29), 57; 
, Norman Dickson (1.6 Modus-Nicholson M3 BDA), 57; , 
7, Richard Scott (1.6 Modus-Nicholson M3 BDA), 57; 8, Keith 
Holland (5.0 Lola-Smith/Chevrolet T400 V8), 57; 9, Lella Lombardi 
(3.0 Shadow-Cosworth Ford DN1 V8), 56; 10, Emilio Villota (3.0 
Lynear-Cosworth Ford V8), 55; 11, Valentino Musetti (2.0 March- 
Swindon Ford 752 BDX), 54; 12, Philip Guerola (2.0 Brabham-Ford 
BT30 BDX), 54. 
Fastest lap: Jones, 42.6s 101.71 mph (record). 


SUPPORTING RACES 


The meeting opened promptly with the Polydor 
Records Barbara Dickson Trophy Formula Ford 
race. From the middle of the front row Howard 
Drake made the best start in his Royale-Minister 
and for the full 10 laps he was never headed. 
Poleman Mike Thompson (Sample Survey’s 
Rostron) held second place for the first half of the 
race but eventually succumbed to pressure from 
Wil Arif’s Brookside Garden Centre Crosslé. 
These three werenever far apart but when Arif took 
second place he immediately began to put 

ressure on Drake. However, it was not until the 
ast lap that he was really close enough to 
challenge, but it was too late and he had to settle 
for second place just 0.2s behind, with Thompson 
third. Fourth place had initially been the province 
of Tony Halliwell’s Merlyn but he lost a wheel at 
Graham Hill bend and handed the place to Roy 
Pagliacci, who’d pulled clear of the battling John 
Copson and Brian Songhurst. 

The small classes of the Radio One production 
saloon race followed much the same pattern. 
Although Eric Cook (Mazda) made the best start, 
poleman John Brindley (Mazda) had the lead 
exiting Paddock for the first time. Cook hung on 
for a couple of laps before spinning it all away at 
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Norman Dickson brought his rebuilt Modus through to sixth place from the back row. 


Paddock on lap 3. At this time Peter Slade and ex- 
FF man Freddie Jacks were driving round in 
tandem, however, by half-distance Slade was 
pulling away and catching Brindley. Bit by bit he 
reeled him in, but again it wasn’t until the final 
lap that he really managed to have a go; Brindley 
was his equal and hung on by 0.2s. Jacks, who 
was a little short of revs, hung on to third from 
Cook, who recovered well. 

The other major battle was in the small class. 
Danny Alderton’s Honda led easily to start off 
with, but Metropolitan policeman Trevor Moore 
really got his Avenger wound up and pus in a 
strong challenge. At one stage he actually got in 
front on the start-finish straight, but Anderton 
had the inside line at Paddock and managed to 
keep his lead to the end. A good race. 

Next up were the Allied Polymer FF200 cars, 
which have now got to such a high state of 


;competitiveness that they require qualifying in 


pescrice and an F1-style warm-up lap, ten-second 
oard and off. After a fraught time at Oulton 
Park, tension was running fairly high among the 
leading runners and practice did nothing to 
alleviate it. Ian Taylor and Dave McPherson 
flanked the front row with the Ken Hensley 
Dulons, with Tiff Needell, who had equalled 
Taylor’s time, in between them. 


Taylor made the best start which was almost 
matched by his team-mate and the two of them 
managed to block the middle of the track and 
squeeze Needell out. The later was also pipped 
initially by Bernard Vermilio, who crept up the 
space on the inside. The field completed the first 
lap in one long, impressive train, Taylor leadin 
McPherson, Vermilio, Needell, Friswell and Baird. 


Three-quarters round the second lap all hell 
broke loose in the middle of the pack as mit went 
round Surtees. It would appear that Stuard Baird 
chopped Richard Piper, the latter going off and 
kicking up a great deal of dirt. Nobody else behind 
could see what was going on and Len Brammer, 
Tony Broster and Frank Bradley all went off too 
none of them restarting. A couple of others 
notably Frank Sytner, were delayed also. 


The yellow flags did nothing to abate the pace 
of the leaders. Vermilio demoted MacPherson or 
lap 2 and the two of them started to close on 
Taylor, dropping Needell (‘‘I couldn’t get it 
together in the opening laps’’) and Friswell just ¢ 
little; there was never really a great deal between 
any of them, though. On the ninth lap it looked as 
if Vermilio might be able to havea go at Taylor as 
McPherson came into the clutches of Needell 
However, the Merlyn man never had a tru¢ 


FF2000 battle at Druids: winner Taylor leads MacPherson, Vermilio and Needell. 
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Radio One saloon winner Tony Lanfranchi’s Opel leads the Capris of Phil Dowsett and Ivan Dutton. 


opportunity to show his hand, as a puncture set in 
and within a couple of laps he was out of the race. 
This gave Taylor the respite he needed, as 
MacPherson got very involved with Needell and 
‘Friswell. Tiff got through on lap 11 going into 
Paddock, while Fris nipped inside at Surtees, 
leaving the Dulon man to run wide and autocross 
the infield with the result that the nose became 
deranged (he had also damaged one in practice); 
and he too retired. Taylor, running a narrow track 
front suspension in an effort to find more straight 
line speed, eased his way to the chequered flag, 
while Needell bolstered his championship chances 
by coming .home a few lengths in front of 
Friswell,whose result was a good reward for his 
weekend rebuild. Stuard Baird came under fire 
from former Venezualan FF champion Oscar 
Notz, and the two finished virtually side-by-side. 
Richard Dutton was almost caught at the end by 
a big battle led by Chris Fearon, Synter 
(recovering well), Bob Jarvis and Phil Clacher. 

The Evening News ShellSport Escort race 
followed for the top lady racing drivers. 
Unfortunately Lella Lombardi didn’t feel up to 
this as well as the following G8 round, and she 
withdrew, so Britain’s queen of Escort racing 
Divina Galica virtually had it her own way. 
Starting from pole she was never really bothered, 
although towards the end Sue Tucker-Peake 
closed up. There was one helluva battle for the 
next few places initially, but somebody did it all 
wrong on the bottom straight on lap 6 which saw 
Anne Moore and Julliette Slaughter delayed and 
Glenys Atkins out of the hunt. Wendy Markey 
took over third spot but spun to fifth at Druids, 
leaving Maggie Anderson and Alison Davis third 
and fourth; Viv West was sixth. 

Tony Lafranchi added yet another Brands 
Hatch victory to his already long and impressive 
list when he comfortably took the large class 
Radio One production saloon race in the Marshall 
Wingfield Opel. In fact Tony appeared to fall foul 
of the Brands Hatch pole position slope because 
he spun his wheels and allowed Phil Dowsett to 
take the lead from the outside of the front row, 
cutting right across everyone else. The Tricentrol 
Capri led throughout the opening lap and until 
they got to Druids on the second lap; Tony then 
took control for his second successive win. The 
battle for second place was pretty hectic 
throughout, although Dowsett in fact had it the 

| whole way. Ivan Dutton was his first challenger 
but almost lost it at Paddock on lap 4, and Brian 
Pepper, Simon Watson and Derrick Brunt were 
through before he knew it. Dutton then became 
embroiled in a battle with Rod Birley’s Capri at 
the tail of this impressive train. Dowsett managed 
to keep his cool at the head of the bunch as Pepper 
did his best to assault him, with Watson sitting 
on his tail. The places didn’t change, but it was a 
really close — just 1s covering them at the 
end. Birley took sixth, catching Brunt, after 
Dutton finally spun at Paddock on the last lap. In 
the smaller class Jeff Allam and Nick Whiting 
battled vahg ce: Whiting actually took the 
lead two laps from the end at Druids, but Allam 
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completed a fine drive by snatching it back again 
at Clark Curve. 

The FF 2000 consolation race was won easily by 
Mike Renn (Reynard), who took the lead from the 
similar car of Nick Foy at half distance, The latter 
spun to sixth on the penultimate lap, leaving Rob 
Cooper in second place harried all the way by Jock 
Robertson (debuting his hastily built Hawke) and 
Tom Hudson. 

Nick Whiting decided to use his Escort for the 
Simoniz round and from pole position won with 
consummate ease. It might not have been the 
same if Tony Rosen had been able of start his ex- 
Birrane 5-litre Capri from the middle of the front 
row. However, he had to start from the pit road 
after all the others, and weave his way through 
the hordes of Minis. He did this very neatly and 
only missed taking second place from Zekia 
Redjep’s Escort by a few inches on the finishing 
line. Tony Sugden was unchallenged in fourth, 
while the small class was always the province of 
Freddie Heaney. 


Polydor Records Formula Ford Trophy race (10 laps): 1, Howard 
Drake (Royale-Minister RP21), 8m 46.0s, 82.38mph; 2, Wil Arif 
Crosslé-Piper 25F), 8m 46.2s; 3, Mike Thompson (Rostron-ASD 

T75), 8m 48.0s; 4, John Poxon (Crosslé-Minister 25F), 8m 51.8s; 5, 
Roy Pagliacci (Lotus-Minister 61MX), 8m 55.2s; 6, John Copson 
(Crosslé-Minister 16F), 8m 57.8s. Fastest lap: Arif, 51.4s, 
oe 

BBC Radio 1 Production Saloon Car Championship round, £1601- 
£2000 and up to £1600 (15 laps) — Overall and £1601-£2000: 1, 
John Brindley (2.0 Mazda RX3), 15m 32.0s, 69.74mph; 2, Peter 
Slade (2.0 Mazda RX3), 15m 32.2s; 3, Freddie Jacks (2.0 Mazda 
RX3), 15m 37.0s; 4, Eric feck 8 Mazda RX3), 15m 51.2s. Fastest 
lap: Slade and Jacks, 61.0s, 71.03mph — Up to £1600: 1, 
Danny Alderton (1.2 Honda Civic), 16m 14.0s, 66.73m h; 2, Trevor 
Moore (1.6 Chrysler Avenger), 16m 14.0s; 3, Flynn iting (1.3 
Sim¢a Rallye 1), 14 laps. Fastest lap: Alderton and Moore, 63.8s, 
67.91mph poor 

Allied Polymer up Ford 2000 Championship round (15 laps): 1 
lan Taylor (Dulon-Nelson Mk18), 12m 31.0s, 86.54mph; 2, Tiff 
Needell (Hawke-Holbay DL14), 12m 34.0s; 3, Geoff Friswell (Hawke- 
Scholar DL14), 12m 35.0s; 4, Stuart Baird (Hawke-Scholar DL14), 
12m 43.6s; 5, Oscar Notz (Crosslé-Scholar 31F), 12m 43.6s; 6, 
Richard Dutton (Crossié-Neil Brown 31F), 12m 52.4s. Fastest lap: 
48.8s, 88.79mph (record). 

Evening News ShellSport Escort Ladies race (10 laps): 1, Divina 
Galica, 10m 59.0s, 65.75mph; 2, Susan Tucker-Peake, 11m 0.6s; 3, 
Maggie Anderson, 11m 7.4s; 4, Alison Davis, 11m 9.4s; 5, Wendy 
Markey, 11m 15.0s; 6, Viv West, 11m 16.0s, Fastest lap: Galica, 1m 
4.4s, 67.28mph. 

BBC Radio 1 Production Saloon Car Championship round, over 
£2401 and £2001-£2400 (15 laps) — overall and over £2401: 1, 
Tony Lanfranchi (2.8 Opel mmodore GS/E), 15m 12.8s, 
71.20mph; 2, Phil Dowsett (3.0 Ford Capri), 15m 19.4s; Brian 
Pepper (2.8 Opel Commodore GS/E), 15m 20.0s; 4, Simon Watson 
(3.0 BMW si), 15m 20.4s. Fastest lap: Lanfranchi, 59.8s, 72.46mph 
(record). £2001 to £2400: 1, Jeff Allam (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum), 15m 
37.6s, 69.32mph; 2, Nick Whiting (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum), 15m 
37.6s; 3, Malcolm Prior (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum), 15m 54.4s. Fastest 
lap: Allam and Whiting, 61.6s, beg ty y ow (record). 

Formula Ford consolation race (10 laps): 1, Mike Renn sayin 
Qselli SF75), 8m 36.2s, 83.94mph; 2, Robert Cooper (Merlyn- 
Cooper ae 8m 40.8s; 3, Jock Robertson (Hawke-Scholar end 
8m 41.6s; 4, Tom Hudson (Reynard-Piper SF75), 8m 42.2s; 5, Nic 
Foy (Reynard-Oselli 76F), 8m 59.0s; 6, Ann Moore (Elden-Neil Brown 
Mk18), 8m 59.8s. Fastest lap: Renn and Foy, 50.6s, 85.63mph. 


Simoniz Special Saloon Car Chamoionship round, 1001-1300cc 
and over £1300 (10 laps) — overall and over 1300cc: 1, Nick wee 
2.0 Ford Escort), 8m 30.8s, yy 2, Zekia Redjep (For 

scort), 8m 49.6s; 3, Ly | Rosen (5.0 Ford Capri V8), 8m 49.6s; 4, 
Tony Sugden (1.9 Ford Escort), 8m 53.4s. Fastest lap: Whiting, 
49.8s, 87.0mph. 1001 to 1300cc: 1, Freddy Heaney (1.3 Mini- 
Cooper S), 9m 4.4%, 79.59mph; 2, Tony Westbrook (1.3 Mini-Cooper 
S), 9m 17.8s; 3,.Vincent Higgins (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 9 laps. Fastest 
lap: Heaney, 53.6s, 80.84mph. 
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SUNDAY RACES 


Four excellent races and some spectacular 
Formula 5000 practice on a glorious spring day 


‘provided good entertainment for the surprising 


number of spectators who turned up at Brands 
Hatch on Sunday. 

After a morning of practice which saw Alan Jones 
become the first driver officially to break the 
100mph average barrier for the revised short 
circuit, two heats were held in the BRSCC Dunlop 
Star of Tomorrow Formula Ford series. The first 
went to Alex Hawkridge, start-to-finish victor in 
his sixth ever race, driving a Royale. Tiff 
Needell’s brother Mike looked set for second in 
the familiar Crosslé but fell foul of a backmarker 
and lost the place to David Sears’s Van Diemen. 

The second heat fell to the Hawke of James 
Weaver, who had a ding-dong battle with Sean 
Walker (Royale) before pulling clear, and then 
came under pressure from the Merlyn of Barnaby 
os His which came through strongly towards the 
end. 

The final at the end of the day saw pole man 
Hawkridge sharing the front row with Weaver 
and Martin. Hawkridge led for a lap, then Weaver 
took over, but Martin got into his stride after a 
few laps and made it to the front on lap 8. Martin 
then seemed to have things sewn up, but Weaver 
came through from nowhere at Surtees (formerly 
Kidney) on the final lap. Martin tried to hang on 
round the outside, which would have been the 
inside for Clearways, but careered over Weaver's 
back wheel, a move which could never have 
worked and shouldn’t have been i nap “fy with 
yellows being waved for a car already off at Clark 
Curve. Weaver survived this assault to take a well 
deserved win. 

Sunday’s other race, a round of the Leyland 
National Mini 1275 Challenge, went to Paul Taft's 
Motospeed car. Steve Soper was nearly 2s down, 
but well ahead of the duelling Roger Saunders and 
Malcolm Leggate. Mike “the mouth” Smith made 
a great start to hold fifth for much of the way, but 
Glyn Swift came through after getting involved in 
someone else’s accident on the first lap. 


BRIAN PHILLIPS 


BRSCC Dunlop Star of Tomorrow heat 1 (10 laps): 1, Alex 
Hawkridge my RP21), 9m 04.4s, 79.59mph; 2, David 
Sears (Van Diemen-Scholar RF76), 9m 07.6s; 3, Michael Needell 
ee ey 25F), 9m 09.0s; 4, Steve Dunlop (Jamun-Scholar 
ae am Fastest lap: Hawkridge, Sears and Needell, 53.2s, 

45mph. 

BRSCC a of Tomorrow heat 2 (10 laps): 1, James 
Weaver (Hawke-Holbay DL12), 9m 06.8s, 79.24mph; 2, Barnaby 
Martin (Merlyn-Minister Mk17), 9m 07.0s; 3, Sean Walker Royale- 
IWR RP21), 9m 08.0s; 4, John Harlow (Elden-Scholar Mk8A), 9m 
08.8s. Fastest lap: Martin, 52.6s, 82.38mph. 

BRSCC Dunlop Star of Tomorrow Championship round (15 laps): 
1, Weaver, 13m 26.4s, 80.60mph; 2, Hawkridge, 13m 27.6s: 3, 
Walker, 13m 29.8s; 4, Needell, 13m 37.0s;5, Harlow, 13m 38.0s; 6, 
ee 13m 38.6s. Fastest lap: Martin and Paul Jackson (MRE-AVJ 
73/75F), 52.4s, 82.69mph. 

Leyland National Mini 1275 Challenge race (10 laps): 1, Paul Taft 
ey ge Mini), 10m 15.8s, 70.36mph; 2, Steve Soper (Mini 1275 

T), 10m 17.6s; 3, Roger Saunders (Sigma Mini), 10m 35.6s; 4, 
Malcolm Lomas (Mini 1275 GT), 10m 36.2s; 5, Glyn Swift (Swiftune 
Mini), 10m 47.0s; 6, Geoff Till (Aldon Mini), 10m 48.0s. Fastest lap: 
Soper, 1m 00.6s, 71.50mph. 
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A glimpse of artistry... 


GORDON KIRBY describes the historic car race at Long Beach 


The sustained, squalling echo of 27 Grand 
Prix engines had just faded away with the 
finish of the fourth and last session of 
practice for Long Beach’s United States 
West Grand Prix. The previous hour had 
provided an interesting and sometimes even 
exciting spectacle. And yet, up at the top of 
one of the dozen photo towers which 
surround the circuit, AUTOSPORT’s Grand 
Prix reporter was stroking his beard and 
wrinkling his brow as if something was 
missing. ‘‘You know, I was looking for 
artistry,” he said finally, “but I don’t think 
I saw any ...”’ And instead of rushing off to 
the paddock to beaver the details of the day, 
the reporter leaned back in the heat of the 
California sun and waited for a different 
type of sound to make itself heard. For 
there, that day, in the interests of historical 
perspective, the newest and probably most 
commercial Grand Prix yet staged was 
about to present something of grace and, 
perhaps, even artistry. 

Up in the Long Beach pits, a handful of the 
grandest and most accomplished anciens pilotes 
were climbing into a small number of classic 
Grand Prix cars, every one of them of pre-1960 
vintage. As they made their way around the 
newest of GP circuits on a parade lap in 
preparation for a 10-lap demonstration “race”, 
the bearded journalist pricked up his ears, pulled 
himself to his feet, and began waving and 
clapping and running over with excitement. ‘Now 
this should be good!” he said, with a quick nod of 
the head. 

On pole position was no less recent a hero than 
Dan Gurney, smiling wide as he pulled on that 
familiar black helmet and stepped into the cockpit 
of a resplendent 1959 BRM P25. This particular 
car (chassis 258) had been provided by Tom 
Wheatcroft and was, of course, the very machine 
with which Jo Bonnier had scored his and BRM’s 
very first Grand Prix victory at Zandvoort in that 
last summer of the front-engined GP machine. 
Gurney, a man whose racing blood still runs hot 
through his veins, had given the BRM a few 
brutally fast practice laps the day before. So 
much so that the conversation on the periphery of 
Dan’s absolutely glowing self was all alike: 
“Hallelujah! Did you see him yesterday? He’s 
either going to win this race or crash trying....” 


Beside the BRM sat another Wheatcroft car, 
this a 1959 Cooper-Climax T51, the ex-Brabham 
machine in fact. And, of course, Black Jack 
himself was aboard. So there we had it, the first 
and last of a kind together on the front row. 

The second row was equally intriguing, perhaps 
even more so. On the inside rested a silver-grey 
Mercedes-Benz W196, chassis number 10 of 18 
built. This particular 1955 example had won that 
year’s Argentine Grand Prix and behind its proud 
steering wheel sat the man who had done it, Juan- 
Manuel Fangio. Earlier in the week the Great 
Man had practised another example of the W196 
design at Ontario Motor Speedway and, looking 
as strong and as bright of mind as ever, through 
an interpreter he had offered thoughts and 
emotions about his time present and past. One of 
the things he said in particular was thoughtful 
enough and ginotional, enough to stick in the 
minds of everyone who heard it: replying to a 
question about the — shortenin of the 
Nurburgring, the five-times World Champion 
said, alt is fice they would cut off the hands of a 
man.” 

Beside Fangio and the Mercedes was another 
classic combination, this a Maserati 250F of 1954 
vintage with Stirling Moss on board. In 
practising the machine with which he had 
established himself as a Grand Prix driver of 
front-rank abilities, Moss had lapped within the 
same second as Fangio. Now there was a chance 
for artistry versus artistry. 

The inside of the third row was occupied by a 
French blue 1952 Talbot-Lago, and fittingly (if 
not of historical accuracy) the driver was Maurice 
Trintignant. Beside the long-nosed, six-cylinder 
machine was a vehicle of similar mien, a Ferrari 
375GP from 1952, as modified from its 
conquering 1951 Grand Prix form for Ferrari’s 
one-off attack on the Indianapolis 500. This ex- 
Ascari machine was driven on this occasion by a 
joking, boisterous Carroll Shelby. 

The next row was taken up by a pair of sky blue 
Bugattis. The first, a 1926 T37, was taken over by 
Phil Hill after he had run into a spot of bother 
while practising a P2 Alfa Romeo Monza. It 
seems that Hill, who was certainly giving the Alfa 
some shtick, brought it into the pits complaining 
of “some kinda carburettor trouble.’ As he 
explained it, “It seems a rod worked its way 
through a piston and stuck itself through the 
carburettor!” The other Bugatti was a 1932 T51 
driven by the great French ace of the period, Rene 
Dreyfus, complete with cloth cap and tiny, 


“Winner” Dan Gurney is congratulated by Juan-Manuel Fangio. 


WARNER 
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leather-jacketed goggles. Because the Maserati 
250F he was scheduled to drive could not be made 
ready in time, Innes Ireland took on the job of 
Dreyfus’s riding mechanic. At the back of the grid 
was a 1957 2-litre Cooper-Climax which had 
refused to run properly during practice, and 
which Denny Hulme would start without benefit 
of any laps around the wall-lined circuit. 

In the interest of containing the enthusiasm of 
certain of the drivers, Long Beach’s Chris Pook 
decided it would be best to start the “race” on a 
row-by-row basis, some half a dozen seconds 
apart. Yet even with the cars circulating alone the 
event which followed was as pleasing as could 
have been imagined. For the drivers, one got the 
feeling that it was even better than that. 

Gurney scorched away from the pole into an 
ever lengthening lead, the BRM’s tyres 
screeching and squeeling as he manhandled the 
car through the tighter sections with enough 
panache to manage a fastest lap of 1m 47.8s. 
After Dan had climbed from the car, sweating 
hard, that same glow we had seen before simply 
vibrated around him. Now there was style for 
sure. 

Behind the BRM, Brabham worked his Cooper 
around neatly. Just as everyone had hoped, his 
shoulders bent further and further forward with 
each new lap as the little car edged slowly away 
from Fangio’s silver Mercedes. Left alone when 
Moss’s Maserati expired on the first lap (Damn! 
That was the dice we had all been hoping for), 
Fangio drove on in an impeccable, relaxed, precise 
style. It was hard to appreciate that this was in 
fact taking place now, before us, rather than in 
our minds’ eye, so perfect was the man’s 
technique. Now there Mr Lyons, there’s artistry 
for you. 

Further back, Denny Hulme worked his Cooper 
neatly through the older machines, sliding the car 
up to the curbs here and there, lapping almost as 
fast as his old boss. Trintignant and Shelb raced 
round together for a little while, each man 
bending hard into the turns, elbows thrust into 
the air as their old machines jumped and slithered 
about under braking, throwing off belches of oil 
smoke and loud claps of thunderous exhaust. 
Now, there’s spectacle for you. 

Finally, the Bugattis came along, both men 
forced to contain themselves because of tight 
steering systems which refused to free up. 
Dreyfus drove around easily and precisely while 
his riding mechanic, Ireland, waved at the crowd 
and did a stern job of watching for overtaking 
cars. Phil Hill even had a bit of a thrash for a few 
laps, but eventually he had to pull off because the 
webs of the steering wheel tually gave way! 

With that, the Grand Prix re orter, his face 
now full and beaming and his enthusiasm plainly 
lit again, clambered off towards the paddock to 
analyze the contemporary chase for milliseconds. 


This week's 
centre spread 


Top left: Carroll Shelby enjoying 
himself at the wheel of the 1952 
Ferrari Indy. Top right: Dan Gurney 


qualified the Donington BRM P25 
fastest and led all the way. Centre: A 
fine sight — the great Fangio back in 


the cockpit of a Grand Prix Mercedes 
W196. Bottom left: Jack Brabham 
hustles along in the same Cooper- 
Climax which he had raced 17 years 
ago. Bottom right: After his Alfa 
Romeo P2 had broken in practice, 
Phil Hill took over this 30-year-old 
T37 Bugatti. 
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Billy Coleman’s subtle methodology paid off once again, giving himself and co-driver Dan O'Sullivan ‘an unflustered and troublefree 


all over the special stage mileage. 


CIRCUIT OF IRELAND 


Coleman's cool 
calculations... 


After 60 special stages totalling 500 competitive 
miles, Billy Coleman drove into Larne at the 
finish of the Circuit of Ireland on Tuesday with an 
immaculate, undamaged, Escort RS1800 and a 
safety margin of nearly six minutes in hand to 
his nearest challenger. Another ‘“‘Circuit’’ win and 
another copybook performance from Billy and 
Dan O'Sullivan. Apart from a technical tyre prob- 
lem he shared with Russell Brookes, Coleman en- 
joyed a clear run through the four days duration 
of this Easter classic; never seeming to be in the 
slightest harrassed. None of the other top conten- 
ders could afford to adopt this style. 

Russell Brookes drove a brilliant rally into 
second place with his new Tarmac car, Russell en- 
during teething troubles with his car and losing a 
vital six minutes on the first ‘‘Sunday Run” stage 
with an electrical problem. From being right out 
of therunning, Russell fought back in tremendous 
style, setting superb times in the later stages to 
gospel Dessie McCartney’s Porsche before the 

inish. 

The Porsche drivers suffered a variety of 
bothers in their fight against the Ford one-two. 
Dessie McCartney suffering an engine blow-up on 


Brilliant — the only adjective to describe Russell Brooke's by no means 


trouble- free drive. 


wa, Sheet 


DUNLOP 
— 


in 


his way back from scrutineering which required a 
rapid engine swop. Cahal Curley didn’t know even 
if he would be allowed to start the rally until the 
Wednesday before the event, after a recent eye 
operation. He did start, and even though he 
suffered at times from the eye and its detrimental 
effect on fine judgement, Curley was lying fourth 
when the steering rack broke after trouble with a 
groin brake. Another quick Porsche pilot, 

rian Nelson, was getting well into the groove on 
Monday when a strut failed and sent him into a 
wall. 

Both Per-Inge Walfridsson and Will Sparrow 
impressed ew, Walfridsson, with the hastily 
re-Jigged Chequered Flag Stratos, drove gently 
throughout for fourth place and sorted many 
problens in the course of his drive, including a 

roken drive joint and resetting the steering 
geometry. 

Will Sparrow suffered a wheel-loss on Monda 
after a quick run with the now reliable Vauxhall. 
Sabotage whilst the car was in Parc Ferme is 
thought to have been a possible cause. A full re- 
port will be published next week. 


Provisional results 


1, Billy Coleman/Dan O'Sullivan (Escort RS1800), 484m_ 28s; 
2, Russell Brookes/John Brown (Escort RS1800), 490.11; 3, Dessie 
McCartney/Terry Harryman (Porsche Carrera), 493.38; 4, Per-Inge 
Walfridsson/John Jensen (Lancia Stratos), 506.36; 5, Brian 
Evans/Roger Roderick-Jones (Porsche Carrera), 507.59; 6, WIIl 
Sparrow/Rodney Spokes (Vauxhall Magnum), 513.38; 7, Gerry 
Buckley/John Caplice (Escort RS1800), 515.08; 8, Ken 
Shields/Peter Lyster (Porsche Carrera), 522.01; 9, Ronnie 
McCartney/Derek Smyth (Escort RS2000), 524.21; 10, Harold 
Morley/David Moore (Porsche Carrera), 527,58. 


Porsche 
driving. 


‘ 


ower beaten again — despite Dessie McCartney’s immaculate 
boveis Ronnie McCartney on his way to group one honours. 


by John Bolster 
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The Toyota 2000 has a completely new bodyshape which is more European in appearance than its predecessor, but doesn't excite comment. 


road test 


Toyota 2000: a car of the old school 


The Toyota 2000 looks an entirely new model, and 
indeed the four-door body shell is completely 
fresh. The overhead-camshaft engine, with five 
main bearings in a cast-iron cylinder block and a 
light-alloy head, is virtually the existing unit, as is 
the five-speed gearbox. The wis bonestype 
independent front suspension is similar, but the 
rear axle is less positively located, with only semi- 
elliptic springs to restrict its movements, though 
there are anti-roll torsion bars at both ends of the 
car. The servo-assisted disc/drum brakes have 
evidently been up-rated but the steering is still of 
the recirculating-ball pattern. 

The new body is more European than its pre- 
decessor and its appearance does not excite 
remarks. All the occupants have a good view and 
the seats are comfortable, though the driver is not 
very well located and tends to roll about a bit. The 
peop behind have plenty of head room, but their 

nee space is marginal when a tall driver moves 
his seat back. 

An automatic choke gives easy starting and the 
engine warms up without any tendency to stall. It 
is smoother and more flexible than many big four- 
cylinder units, running happily at town speeds in 
the direct fourth gear, Fifth, or overdrive, gear 
can be used a good deal in search of economy. 

The car is pleasantly responsive but not 
exceptionally lively. Indeed, it is by no means 
elelc for a modern 2-litre. It is possible to reach 
an indicated 100mph on fourth and fifth gears, 
with a shade more eventually available on the 
latter, but as the speedometer proves to be about 
5mph fast, the maxima on these ratios are 95 and 
96mph respectively. Third is a useful 70mph gear 
and second can just about encompass 50mph. 

For some unknown reason, the Japanese have 
almost a monopoly of outstanding mass-produced 
five-speed gearboxes. This one is a delight, the 
lever moving rapidly from slot to slot with the 
minimum of effort. All the controls are light in 
operation and the Toyota is an exceptionally easy 
car to drive. 

The steering is also unusually light, though 
perhaps lacking absolute precision. The 2000 
corners quite fast without much roll and the 
handling will satisfy the majority of drivers. 
However, the man who hurries over bumpy roads 
may find the back axle a little skittish, though the 
car is normally well balanced. The ride is about 
what one expects from a live axle on semi-elliptic 
springs and though the comfort is satisfactory on 

e better roads, there is a good deal of up and 
down movement on inferior surfaces. 

The engine is not noisy, except as maximum 
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revolutions are approached. Road noise is also 
well subdued, except for some thump on broken 
surfaces, and a little tyre roar on new non-skid 
roads. Wind noise becomes noticeable at the 
higher speeds, but the car cruises easily ofmotor- 
ways at legal, or slightly illegal, velocities. The 
brakes are entirely adequate for the speed and 
weight of the car, with ar eae responsive 
pedal. The Japanese u to have a rather 
American approach to brakes, but they have now 
got the message and most of their vehicles can be 

andled in the European manner, with no sign of 
fading. Some of our own cars habitually complete 
a journey in an aroma of hot brake pads, which 
the Toyota does not do. 

The heating works well and there is a separate 
cool air ventilation circuit. The interior of the car 
is pleasant, with no unnecessary decoration. 
though perhaps the external appearance could be 
improved with a little less bright-work. The multi- 
purpose stalks under the steering wheel are 
sturdy and perform their functions well, the horn 
switches being separate on the steering wheel 
spokes. An effective radio is included in the price 
and tinted glass — often an expensive extra — is 
free. However, the car is perhaps a little on the 
expensive side. 

o rattles occur on bad roads and the doors fit 
well, closing easily. The luggage boot is not 
particularly generous in size and one must lift the 

. suit cases fairly high over the lip; the spare wheel 
and a useful tool kit are concealed beneath the 
floor. Quite a large dashboard locker and several 

.small shelves are handy for the stowage of 

.,personal impedimenta. The engine is accessible 

“for servicing and the under-bonnet arrangements 
are neat and convenient. 

The Toyota 2000 is not among the faster 2-litre 
cars, but its performance will more than satisfy a 
great many speople. It can be driven quite fast 
without much rolling, which is pleasant for the 
passengers, and it does not suffer from the 
excessive under-steer which used to be typical of 
cars from its homeland. The light steering will be 
eDpreciated by the fair sex and the four head- 
lights allow relaxed night driving without 
reducing speed. 

Fleet owners and hire firms like old-fashioned 
back axles and semi-elliptic springs, in the 
interest of easy and rapid. servicing. Though I 
admit my preference for more sophisticated 
engineering, I can see the logic behind those who 
prefer well-tried methods. The Toyota is a car of 
the old school, but with modern refinements such 
as the excellent five-speed gearbox, and remark- 


ably complete standard equipment. There are 2- 
litre cars that are faster or use a little less petrol, 
but this Sten es machine is likely to 
command a ready sale. 


SPECIFICATION AND PERFORMANCE DATA 


Car tested: Toyota 2000 4-door saloon, price £2575 including car 
taxandVAT. q 
Engine: Four cylinders 88.5 x 80mm (1968cc). Compression ratio 
8.5 to 1. 86bhp DIN at 5000rpm. Single chain-driven overhead cam- 
shaft. Twin-choke Aisin downdraught carburetter. 
Transmission: Single dry plate clutch. 5-speed synchromesh gearbox 
with central change, ratios 0.85, 1.0, 1.39, 2.04, and 3.29 to 1. 
Hyeod rear axle, ratio4.1 to 1. : 
Chassis: Combined steel body and chassis. Independent front sus- 
peiann by wishbones, coil springs, and anti-roll bar. Recirculating 
ll steering gear. Live rear axle on semi-elliptic springs with anti- 
roll bar. Servo-assisted dual-circuit disc/drum brakes. Bolt-on steel 
wheels, fitted 165SR 14 tyres. ; 
Equipment: 12-volt lighting and starting. Speedometer. Clock. Fuel 
and temperature gauges. Heating, demisting, and ventilation 
systems. Heated rear window. 2-speed windscreen wipers and 
washers. Flashing direction indicators with hazard warning. 
Reversing lights. Radio. Tinted glass. ; 
Dimensions: Wheelbase, 8ft 2.4ins. Track, 4ft 4ins/4ft Sins. Overall 


length, 13ft 11.3ins. Width, 5ft 5.3ins. Weight, 1ton 1jcwt. 
Performance: Maximum speed, 96mph. Speeds in gears: fourth, 
95mph; third, 71mph; second, 5Omph, first, 30mph. Standing 
quarter-mile, 19.0s. Acceleration: 0-30mph, 3.8s; 0-50mph, 9.2s; O- 
60mph, 12.4s; 0-80mph, 26.7s. 

Fuel consumption: 22 to 27mpg. 
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Lyn Evans's Centaur leads Tony Tobias’s DNC and 750 winner Richard Owen's Arcos 


LYDDEN 


Brown’s Delta double 


The Good Friday meeting at Lydden was run with 
the usual efficiency of the 750 Motor Club, who 
ran a very tight schedule to fit eleven races into 
just four hours. A small crowd turned out on an 
overcast and rather chilly day, and they watched 
John Brown in his Delta IRF4B score victories in 
the Formula 4 and Libre races, and some good 
battles in the club’s 750 and 1300 events. 


The first race was heat 1 of the Reliant 750 
Championship round. Colin Jones (Centaur 
Mk6C) made a superb start and pulled out a com- 
manding lead from Ian Sclanders (DNC Mk3) and 
the rest of the field, never to be challenged. Heat 2 
started as a three-car battle but Richard Owen 
(Arcos Mk6C) took the lead with Tony Tobias 
(DNC) finishing only 2s behind at the finish. The 
final was packed with minor incidents but once 
again Owen's Arcos pulled out a very discerning 
lead; the battle for second place between Jones’s 
Centaur and Tobias’s DNG looked to be settled 
until the penultimate lap, when Lyn Evans 
(Centaur) came through to clinch third place from 
Tobias. 

Event 2 was a Formula 4 National Champion- 
ship round, and John Brown (Delta IRF 4B) led 
the race comfortably, lapping all other cars with 
the exception of Roy Lewington (Brabham BT28) 
by the seventh a 

Undoubtedly the best race of the day was the 
Lydden FF Championship round. Despite a rather 
small field the race was not settled until the very 
last ma A three-car battle between Tony 
Halliwell (Merlyn), Will Arif (Crossle) and Paul 
Sleeman (Merlyn) took place for 11 laps, but Arif 
took the lead from Halliwell at the Hairpin on the 
last lap. Sleeman was given a 10s penalty for anti- 
epetine the start, which put him back to fifth and 
- owed Tony Howard (Crossle) to take third 
place. 

The F1300 Championship round was again 
made up of two heats and a final. Heat 1 becamea 
three-car race between Bob Davis (Davis-Ford), 
Paul Webb (Delapena) and Jim Ravenscroft 
(Messer 2A) and remained unchanged until the 
last lap, when Webb passed Davis at the hairpin 
and took the chequered flag. Heat 2 was rather 

rocessional and the first three cars stayed in 
Biration from start to finish. The final was hotly 
contested between Phil Lloyd (Nomad Mk2) and 
John Allen (Allen Mk4) until the povulinate lap, 
when Allen slowed down and pulled off into the 
slip-road, leaving second place in the hands of 
Ravenscroft. 

A dramatic start to this round of the Varley 
Monoposto Championship saw the coming to- 
gether of several cars on the start-line, and the 
race was stopped. Off for a second time all was 
well, and the lead changed several times until ex- 
kart man Peter Gillett (Genie Type 13), who was 
taking place in his first motor race ever, settled 
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into first position leading Julian Pratt (Merlyn 
Mk11A) and Geoff Jackson (Brabham BT21A). 

Prompt action by the marshals on the Qe, 
lap of the Special Saloon race prevented what 
could have been a nasty fire to the Imp of Roger 
Horn, who rolled while challenging for the lead on 
the first lap. The remaining Imp of Mike Chapple 
lod ue entourage of Minis to a very positive 
inish. 


LLAND 


The Libre race saw another win for John Brown 
(Delta IRF4), with Wil Arif (Crossle-Piper 25F) 
and Bob Laughton (Tecno 764) duelling for second 
place from start to finish but remaining in this 
order until the flag dropped. 


SUE MARCHANT 


Reliant 750 Formula hear 1 (12 laps): 1, Colin Jones (Centaur 
Mk6C), 10m 43.8s, 67.10mph; 2, lan’ Sclanders (ONC Mk3), lim 
5.88; 3, Simon Fry (FF1 Mk1), 11m 12.2s; 4, Dick Harvey (Darvi 
Mi alee 12.4s. Fastest lap: Chris Elmes, (Maggott Mk3C), 51.8s, 

.50mph. 


Reliant 750 Formula heat 2 (12 laps): 1, Richard Owen (Arcos 
Mk6C), 10m 26.2s, 68.99mph; 2, Tony Tobias (DNC), 10m 28.2s: 3, 
Lyn Evans (Centaur), 10m 33.6s; 4, Richard Stephens (Jerric 
Mk3B), 10m 47.2s. Fastest lap: Tobias, Owen and Stephens, 50.6s, 
71.15mph. . 

Reliant 750 Formula Championship round (12 laps): 1, Owen, 10m 
24.6s, 69.16mph; 2, Jones, 10m 28.6s; 3, Evans, 10m 35.2s; 4, 
Tobias, 10m 38.2s; 5, Elmes, 11 laps; 6, Richard Brewer (Mongoose , 
0175A). Fastest lap: Jones, 50:80s, 70.87mph. : ; 

Formula 4 National Championship round (12 laps): 1, John Brown 
Gels IRF4B), 9m 35.6s, 75.05mph; 2, Roy Lewington (Brabham 

128), 9m 53.2s; 3, Bob Laughton (Tecno 764), 11 laps; 4, Derek 
Rose (Lotus 59); 5, Jose Therstappen (Merlyn); 6, Mike Brett 
(Brabham BT15). Fastest lap: Brown, 46.2s, 77.92mph. 

Formula Ford (12 laps): 1, Wil Arif (Crossle-Piper 25F), 9m 32.0s, 
75.52mph; 2, Tony Halliwell (Merlyn-Minister Mk11A), 9m 32.0s; 3. 
Tony Howard (Crossle-Flint 25 } 9m 39.6s; 4, John Narcisi 
(Rostron-ASO), 9m 40.2s;5, Paul Sleeman (Merlyn-ASO Mk11A), 9m 
42.2s; 6, Mike Burchett (Hawke DL12), 9m 45.8s. Fastest lap: Arif 
and Howard, 46.0s, 78.26mph. 

Formula 1300 heat 1 (12laps): 1, Paul Webb (Delapena), 9m 
41.4s, 74.30mph; 2, Bob Davis (Davis), 9m 41.85; 3, Jim 
Ravenscroft (Messer 2A), 9m 42.0s; 4, Chris Kite (Marjo), 10m 15.6s. 
Fastest lap: Ravenscroft, 46.8s, 76.92mph, 

Formula 1300 heat 2: (12 laps): 1, John Allan, (Allan Mk4), 9m’ 
44.85, 73.87mph; 2, Phil Lloyd (Romed stay 9m 51.8s; 3, Barry 
Webb (Delapena), 10m 14.2s, 4, John Blundell (Mallock U2 Mk8/1 1), 
1} laps. Fastest lap: Allan, 46.2s, 77.92mph 

Formula 1300 Championship round (12 laps): 1, Lloyd, 9m 6s, 
75.71mph; 2, Ravenscroft, 9m 38.0s; 3, Dick Miller (Centaur), 9m 
56,4s; 4, Blundell, 10m 2.6s; 5, Kite, 10m 8.6s; 6, John Sutton 
(Mallock U2 Mk 11B/14), 10m 23.4s. Fastest lap: Lloyd, 46.4s, 
77.59mph,. 


Varley Batteries Monoposto Champioship round (12 laps): 1, Peter 
Gillett (Genie Mk13), 9m 26.6s, 76.24mph; 2, Julian Pratt (Merlyn 
Mk11A), 9m 27.0s; 3, Geoff Jackson (Brabham BT21A), 9m 29.8s; 4, 
Simon Scanes (KHS-VW), 10m 6.2s; no other finishers. Fastest lap: 
Pratt and Jackson, 46.0s, 78.26mph. 

Special Saloons (12 laps): 1, Mike Chapple (1.0 Hillman Imp), 10m 
19.4s, serea di 2, Roy Marsh (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 10m 30.8s; 3, 
Bob Kirk (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 10m 37.0s; 4, Barrif Willis (1.0 Mini 
Clubman), 10m 38.8s;5, Gerry Glass (850 Mini), 10m 40.0s: 6, Jack 
Davies (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 10m 40.8s. Up to 850cc: 1, Glass, 
67.50mph; 2, Alan Cordery (Mini); 3, John Tait (Mini); 4, Phil Gurr 
a) astest lap: Glass, 51.2s, 70.31mph. 851 to 1000cc: 1, 

happle; 2, Willis; no other finishers. Fastest lap: Chapple, 50.0s, 
72.00mph. 1001 to 1300cc: 1, Marsh; 2, Kirk; 3, Davies; 4, Steve 
ratlinson: (1.3 MiniCooper S). Fastest lap: Pattinson, 49.6s, 

.58mph. 

Formule Libre (12 laps): 1, John Brown (F4 Delta IRF4), 9m.17.0s,7 
77.56mph; 2, Wil Arif (FF Crosslé-Piper 25F), 9m 31.8s; 3, Bob 
Laughton (F4 Tecno 764), 9m 32.6s; 4, David Wigdor (FF Image 
Mk2), 9m 37.4s; 5, John Narcisi (FF Rostron-ASO), 9m 38.6s; 6, Paul 


Sleeman (FF Merlyn-ASO Mk11A), 9m 42.6s. Fastest lap: Brown, 
45.0s, 80.00mph. 


Rally cars steal the show 


The South Wales AC ran their traditional Bank 

oliday meeting at Llandow on Monday in 
untraditional weather — the sun was shining. 
There were six races which stretched the small 
entry to its limit. It’s a pity, that SWAC cannot 
attract more entries as the very large crowd 
would undoubtedly come more often if the grids 
were fuller. 

Among the winners Terry Brown had a 
tremendous battle with Jeff Churchill in winning 
the rally car event, the latter relinquishing a 
victory which has nearly always been his. Dave 
McCloy took the saloon race from Basil Dagge 
while Harry Phillips scored his second libre win of 
the year at the circuit in his McLaren M10B just 
beating Robin Strange’s Brabham BT23. Strange 
got his revenge in the allcomers race however 
while the handicap races were won by Barry 
Reece and Terry Brown. 4 

The battle between Brown (Hoyle engined 
Mk1 Escort) and the AVJ powered Mk11 of 
Jeff Churchill in the rally car race was the most 
spectacular of the day, the crowd roaring for more 
as the two powered around the corners sideways 
and together. 

Basil Dagge in his super quick 1-litre Imp, just 
could not keep Dave McCloy’s 1.3 Mini behind 
him, the man from ‘Ponty’ taking the £100 first 
prize by a comfortable margin at the finish. Class 
wins went to Tony Williams (3.8 Jaguar Mk1) and 
Barry Reece (850 Mini). 

The combined Formula Ford and libre race saw 
the closest fininsh of the day with Harry Phillips 
just powerring past Robin Strange on the line, 
both cars recording the same time .The first 
Formula Ford home was David Llewellyn’s 
Royale RP21. 

Barry Reece beat the handicapper in the Special 


Saloon handicap race, otherwise the race was very . 


evenly matched. Second place went to 
Tom Pitcher (Mini-Cooper S) with Peter Gyles’ 
Clubman version third. The “rally” handicap saw 
Jeff Churchill falling even further behind Terr 

Brown and Roger Pearce (RS1600) failing to ented 


Roger du Croq-slip (Lotus Elan S4) for third place. 
e Allcomers race, a strange mixture even for 
SWAC, which was probably devised to make up 
the small number of races, saw Harry Phillips 
sidelined with a lose nosecone leaving Robin 
Strange to score a well deserved victory. Basil 
Dagee, the favourite for the saloon car class, 
finished second due to a puncture, the eventual 
class winner being Pete Candy (Mini Cooper S). 


ANDREW THOMAS 


Rally prepared cars (15 laps): 1, Terry Brown (1.9 Ford Escort 
Mk1), 10m 21.2s, 86.93mph; 2, Jeff Churchill (2.0 Ford Escort Mk2), 
10m 23.0s; 3, Robert James (1.8 Ford Escort Mk2), 11m 8.0s; 4, 
poet du ea IG (1.6 Lotus Elan S4), 14 laps; 5, Roger Pearce 
a Ford Escort Mk1), 14; 6, lan Tudor (1.3 Mini Cooper $), 13. 

astest lap: Brown and Churchill, 40.6s, 88.67mph. 

cial saloons (15 laps): 1, Dave McCicy (1.3 MinkCogper S$), 10m 
25.6s, 86.32mph; 2, Basil Dagge (1.0 Hillman Imp), 10m 28.45; 3, 
Tom Pitcher (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 10m 31.8s. Over 1300cc: 1, Tony 
Williams (3.8 Heres Mk1), 12 laps, no speed or fastest lap given. 
1001-1300cc: 1, McCloy; 2, Pitcher; 3, Pete Candy (1.3 Mini-Cooper 
S), 10m 52.4s. Fastest lap: not given. 851-1000cc: 1, Dagge, 2, Alan 
Parfitt (1.0 Mini-Cooper S), 10m 40.6s; 3, Derek Chambers (1.0 
Mini-Cooper S), 10m 53.8s. Fastest lap: not given. Up to 851cc: 1, 
Barry Reece (850 Mini), 10m 59.0s. no other finishers. Fastest lap: 
not given. 

Formula Ford and Libre race (15 laps): 1, Harry Phillips (5.0 
McLaren-Chevrolet M10B), 9m 38.0s, 93.43mph; 2, Robert Strange 
1.6 Brabham BT23), 9m 38.0s; 3, David Llewelyn (1.6 FF Royale 

P21), 9m 58.6s; 4, John Skinner (1.6 FF Dulon MP15), 9m 58.65; 5, 
Chirs Garraway (1.6 FF Merlyn Mk24), 10m 14.4s. no other 
finishers. Fastest lap: not given. 

Special saloon handicap (8 laps): 1, Barry Reece (850 Mini), 6m 
4.6s, 78.99mph; 2, Tom Pitcher (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 6m 10s; 3, 
Peter Gyles (1.3 Mini Clubman), 6m 12.8s; 4, Basil Daege (1.0 
Hillman Imp), 6m 13.4s; 5, Pete Candy (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 6m 
15.2s; 6, Tony Williams (3.8 Jaguar Mk1), 6m 17.2s. Fastest lap: not 
given. 

Rally handicap (8 laps): 1, Terry Brown (1.9 Ford Escort Mk1), 6m 
13.0s, 86.0mph; 2, Jeff Churchill (2.0 Ford Escort Mk2), 6m 15.0s; 
3, Roger du Croq-slip (1.6 Lotus Elan $4), 6m 18.8s; 4, Roger Pearce 
1.6 Ford Escort), 6m 19.0s; 5, Robert James (1.8 Ford Escort), 6m 

9.65; 6, lan Tudor (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 6m 29.2s. Fastest lap: not 
given. 

Allcomers race (15 laps): 1, Robert Strange pe Brabham BT23), 
9m 48.8s, 91 71mph; 2, David Llewelyn (1.6 Royale RP21), 9m 
53.8s; 3, Chris Garraway (1.6 Merlyn Mk24), 10m 16.4s; 4, Pete 
Candy (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 14 laps: 5, Basil Dagge (1.0 Hillman Imp), 
14 laps; 6, Derel Chambers (1.0 Mini-Cooper S), 14. Fastest laps: 
Strange, 37.6s, 95.74mph (single seaters) and Basil Dagge, 41.0s, 
87 8mph (saloons) 
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RUFFORTH 


Variety is the spice... 


Variety and not a little drama characterized the 
BRSCU (N) meeting at Rufforth on Saturday. 
John Waterman won a thrilling Debenhams 
BRSCC Escort Challenge race by 0.4s from the 
ATS Sport of Graham Hollis, while Peter 
Harrington came from behind to win a Tate 
FF1600 round of changing fortunes in the Praxcel 
Lotus-Scholar 69F. The BRSCC modsports quali- 
fier was red-flagged after a horrifying accident 
befell Hike Wellhausen’s E-type, and the very 
subdued re-run went to Brian Murphy’s 4.4 E- 
type. Rufforth doesn’t get any smoother, but the 
lap records fell with some profusion — a total of 
seven new targets were set, although three of 
them were for the new prod. Praxcel sports classes. 
Brian Murphy made an excellent start in the 
modsports opener while fellow front row man Jon 
Fletcher, in the amazingly quickly rebuilt 
Glazepta Elan (see Sports Extra), was slow away 
and received a nudge from behind to help him 
along. It all counted for little, however, as on lap 3 
Bike Wellhausen lost his Jaguar coming out of 
Foss and smote the pits barrier very hard, the car 
disintegrating and catching fire. Fortunately 
Wellhausen was not badly hurt, but everyone 
took the rerun rather cautiously, Murphy winning 
fairly easily from Fletcher and Robin Gray 
(awrence’Tusie Morgan Plus 8). Gordon Howie 
(Midget) won his class with ease, but this would 
not have been the case had Ian Hall’s Mini-Jem 
not broken its gearbox in practice. 

John Waterman led for most of the Debenhams 
round, but he had to fight hard the whole way, 
actually overtaking Graham Hollis on the penulti- 
mate corner. Bob Fox was right in the thick of it 
in third place, as had been Neil McGrath (who had 
led briefly in the Manchester Liners car) until he 
slowed with a deflating tyre. Ari Vatanen, in his 
second ever race, voluntarily withdrew from fifth 
as he knew his car to be ineligible. 

Alan Webb’s U2 Mk18 won the Northern Club- 
mans with Cooper Oils event with some ease from 


— 
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David Orbell’s Stallwood Mk16 version of the 
Mallock theme, while Geoff Lambert was an excel- 
lent seventh overall in the B-class-winning 
Mk14E. Ray Edge in a new (apart from the 
suspension) Mk17 never really got going at all 
with an engine which hen porenly) would not pull 
at all. The Direct Tapes Prod Sports contemlats 
started 10s before the MG T-types but the latter 
were soon among the lesser lights of the former. 
At the front it was not until =p 7 that Chris Meek 
(Biba/Croft Europa) shook off the Team Burgess 
TVRs of Colin Blower (who had a quick spin on 
lap 9) and Rod Gretton (who retired on the last 
lap), both of whom led earlier on. Martin Dawson 
(Jaguar V12 E) held off the rest of the pack for a 
very good third. 

aren Barley‘s new-chassis Royale RP21 led for 
three 
looked for a way round Alan Stringer’s Crossleé. 
Stringer took over on lap 4, and Barley shot off- 
course with a stuck throttle, then Stringer spun, 
letting eid away to win. Mick Searbene 
ATS Merlyn Mk20A disappeared from a chal- 
lenging third place on lap 9, leaving David Leslie’s 
Crosslé 16F in peace in second place. 

There was a lot of creeping from Keith 
Bowmaker’s low-budget Superloon at the start of 
the Troy Tire & Auto Centres saloon race, but 
even this was of no avail against Jim Evans in the 
superb AET Escort Turbo. Bowmaker’s Track 
Tune car was a good second ahead of Malcolm 
Stevens’s Falcon and David Taylor's radical new 
Iso Marlboro based Cortina (or is it the other way 
round?). 

Ray Edge’s U2 was back on form for the Libre 
finale, leading initially and giving Tim Wood 
(John Thistlethwaite Brabham BT35) no peace for 
several laps. When the latter’s clutch began to 
slip, the U2 closed up and on the last lap Edge 


snatched victory from a disappointed Wood. 


CHRIS MASON 


Anthony Brewer’s Morgan 4/4 blends in well with the MG T-types led by Gerry Brown and class winner 
Nick Taylor. Below, Peter Harrington, the Tate Formula Fo. 


rd winner in Ed Praxcel’s Lotus 69F. 


s of the Tate round as Peter Harrington - 


BRSCC Modified Sports Car Championship round (8 laps): 
1, Brian Murphy (4.4 Jaguar E), 11m 08.0s, 73.29mph; 2, Jon 
Fletcher (1.6 Lotus Elan), 11m 16.8s; 3, Robin Gray (3.5 Morgan 
Plus 8), 11m 32.6s, 4, John Bury (1.8 Lotus Elan), 11m 45.8s. Over 
2000ce: 1, Murphy; 2, Gray; no other finishers. Fastest lap: Murphy, 
1m 21.6s, 75.00mph. 1501-2000cc: 1, Fletcher, 72.34mph; 2, Bury; 
3, Mike Smith (1.6 Lotus = Fastest lap: Fletcher, 1m 22.8s, 
73.91mph. 1151-1500ce: 1, Gordon Howie (1.4 MG Midget), 
67.64mph; 2, Mike Taylor (1.2 AH Sprite); no other finishers. 
Fastest lap: Howie, 1m 26.8s, 70.50mph (establishes record). Up to 
1150cc: 1, Ron Kirkman (1.1 Davrian-imp), 67.33mph, no other 
finishers. Fastest lap: Kirkman, 1m 28.85, 68.92mph. 

Debenhams BRSCC Ford Escort Challenge round (10 laps): 
1, John Waterman (Mexico), 15m 46.6s, 64.65mph; 2, Graham 
Hollis (Sport), 15m 47.0s; 3, Bob Fox (Mexico), 15m 48.4s; 4, Neil 
McGrath (Mexico), 15m 50.2s; 5, David da Costa (Sport), 16m 06.4s; 
6, Wayne Wainwright (Mexico), 16m 08.4s. Fasted lap: Fox, 1m 
33.2s, 65.62mph (record). (Time equalled by Ari Vatanen (Sport), 
who voluntarily withdrew from results). 

Northem Clubmans fa with Coopers Oils Championshi 
round ue laps) — overall and 1600cc fully modified: 1, Alan Web 
(Mallock U2-Davron Mk18), 12m 29.2s, 81.68mph; 2, Dave Orbell 
(Mallock U2-Holbay Mk16), 12m 44.4s; 3, John Holroyd (Mallock U2- 
Holbay Mk11B), 13m 11.4s; 4, Richie Conroy (Gryphon-Davron 
C73/74A), 13m 15.0s; Fastest lap: Webb, 1m 13.4s, sae 
(equals record). 1600cc FF-engined: 1, Geoff Lambert (Mallock U2- 
Holbay Mk14E), 74.32mph; 2, Ken Brown (Mallock U2-Rowland 
Mk16); 3, Andrew Feather (Mallock U2-Ford Mk16). Fastest lap: 
Lambert and Brown, 1m 20.4s, 74.33mph (record). . 

Direct Tapes Production Sports Car Tene ee round and MG 
T-Types (10 laps) Overall and £3000-£4500: 1, Chris Meek (1.6 
Lotus Europa), 15m 04.4s, 67.67mph; 2, Colin Blower (3,0 TVR 
3000M), 15m 18.2s; 3, Martin Dawson (5.3 Jaguar E), 15m 
33,6s; 4, Bob Stuart (3.5 Morgan Plus 8), 15m 43.6s Fastest lap: 
Meek, 1m 26.4s, 70.83mph (establishes record) £2001-£3000: 1, 
Chris Alford (1.6 TVR_1600M) 63.31mph; 2, Anthony Brewer (1.6 
Morgan 4/4); 3, Dave Baumforth (1.8 MGB), Fastest Lap: Alford, 1m 
34.88, 64.56mph (establishes record) Up to £2000: 1, Howard 
Wadsworth (1.3 AH Sprite) 58.86mph; 2, Dave Karaskas, (1.3 
AH Sprite); 3, ‘Valli’ (1.5 MG Midget) Fastest lap: ‘Vali’, 1m 40.2s, 
61.08mph (establishes record). T-Types: 1, Nick Taylor, ge 
TB), 62.16mph; 2, Alister Naylor (1.5 TC); 3, Gerry Brown (1.5 TC) 
Fastest lap: Taylor, 1m 34.8s, 64.56mph (record). 

Tate Trophy Formula Ford 1600 champorah round (12 laps): 1, 
Peter Harrington (Lotus-Scholar 69F), 16m 10.4s, 75.68mph; 2, 
David Leslie {cies rowand 16F), 16m 11.0s; 3, Richard Philip 
(Crosslé-Scholar 20F), 16m 15.0s; 4, Alan Sinee (Crossié-Rowland 
oor). 16m 20.2s; 5, Brian Thompson (Royale-Rowland RP16), 16m 
24.6s; 6, ree Robinson (Merlyn-Minister Mk24), 16m 39.6s. 
Fastest lap: Philip and Harrington, 1m 18.8s, 77.67mph. 

Troy Tire Auto Centres Special Saloon Car Championship round 
oe laps) overall and over 1300cc: 1, Jim Evans (2.0 Ford Escort 

$2000 turbo), 13m 36.8s, 74.92mph; 2, Keith Bowmaker (4.7 Ford 
Escort V8), 14m 18.6s; 3, Malcolm Stevens pd Ford Falcon), 14m 
22.4s; 4, David Taylor (4.7 Ford Cortina Mk3 V8), 14m 29.0s. 
Fastest lap: Evans, 1m 19.6s, 76.88mph. 1001-1300cc: 1, Owen 
Corrigan (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 74.92mph; 2, lan Harrison (1.3 Mini- 
Cooper S); 3, John Fenton (1.3 Mini-Cooper S$). Fastest lap: 
Corrigan, 1m 29.6s, 68.30mph. Up to 1000cc: 1, David Haigh (1.0 
Mini-Cooper S), 63.06mph; 2, J. Tully (1.0 Mini-Cooper S); no 
other finishers. Fastest lap: Tully, 1m 32.0s, 66.52mph. Mini 7: 1, 
Colin Hesford (850 Mini), 60.20mph; 2, Chris Hill (850 Mini); 3, 
Robert Ratcliffe (850 Mini). penny 3 Hill, 1m 39.0s, 61.82mph. 

Formula Libre (10 laps): 1, Ray Edge (1.6 Mallock U2-Davron 
Mk17), 12m 36.0s, 80.95mph; 2, Tim Wood (1.8 Brabham-FVC 
BT35), 12m 38.4s; 3, Joe Applegarth (1.6 Brabham-Ford BT23C), 
13m 03.4s; 4, John Lambert (1.6 Mallock U2-Holbay Mk14E). 
Fastest lap: Wood, 1m 12.2s, 84.76mph. 


HAREWOOD 


Right Lane 


After the second round of the Guyson/BARC Hill- 
climb Championship at Harewood on Sunday, 
Roy Lane (Fenny Marine GM1) not only led the 
RAC Hillclimb series, but also the Guyson/BARC 
BTD Awards competition, and lay a challenging 
third in the main Guyson/BARC Championship. 
Russ Ward consolidated his early lead in this 
series in the John Brown Motors Allard-blown 
Sprite over Patrick Walker (Fenny Compton 
Garage Mini-Cooper S). It wasn’t an easy meeting 
for the BARC Yorkshire Centre. The accumulated 
residue of the winter months took a lot of 
sweeping away before the hill was fit for the big 
single-seaters — it was not a day for records — 
and there were a number of lengthy halts in the 
proceedings while the remains of incidents were 
cleared up. 

Roy Lane’s BTD in 40.25s was not unexpected, 
but once he had recovered from a first-run spin at 
Country Alister Douglas-Osborn gradually got to 
grips with the Pilbeam and the hill to come within 
0.07s of Lane in the run-off. However, Lane, who 
was last man up, just cruised up on his final run, 
mindful of Loton on the morrow. The twitchy 
Waring & Gillow Brabham-Repco BT35X in the 
hands of Malcolm Dungworth and John Cussins 
(the latter not officially competing for BTD 
Awards points) took the next two places after 
Cussins had started the day by wrecking two 
corners of the Chevron B32 in practice when he 
got crossed up through the farm buildings. 

It was only after the final Top Ten runs that 
Russ Ward headed the Guyson/BARC standings 
for the day. Up until then Mr Guyson himself, Jim 
Thomson, had got furthest below bogey time in 
the Vauxhall Firenza, which has gone up to 2.6 
litres over the winter. Third best_performance 
here came from Jeremy Hunt’s smart U2-Holbay 
Mk11/14. 

Among the saloon classes Peter Houghton 
(Altrincham Sports Co Datsun Cherry) had 
another easy win, but in class 2 John Casey’s 
Cooper S only had a 0.04s margin over Terence 
Tattam’s now better-handling S, while in the 
small Special Saloons a late challenge from Terry 
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Russ Ward consolidated his lead in the 
Guyson/BARC hillclimb championship. 


Cathy’s Arden Mini came within half a second of 
Terry Clifford. Another second-run effort, this 
time from John Meredith, edged out the Fenny 
Compton Garage Mini of Patrick and Roger 
Walker in the next group. The Marque sports 
classes weren't particularly close but Mike Gleave 
(Sprite) made sure by knocking over a second off 
his first-run time. Russ Ward really had to work 
for his class win this time, for 1972 Castrol/BARC 
Champion Chris Seaman was within 0.16s of him 
in the Sheffield & Hallamshire MC entered 
Midget. In the next class Robert Speak’s 
formidable Europa was beaten by Neville 
Robinson's Jaguar E on his only completed run. 
Jeremy Hunt was challenged very hard by Bob 
Prest’s U2 Mk16 but the latter had a minor “off’’ 
on his second climb. Apart from winning the small 
racing class John Crowson did well to get into the 
Top Eight runs in the Gunk Terrapin. John 
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CROFT 


Winning on the Wayne 


The BRSCC Northern Centre moved to Croft for 
their second meeting of the weekend, running 
eight races extremely slickly before a very large 
crowd. Wayne Wainright won another nerve 
rackingly close Debenhams BRSCC Escort 
Challenge race for Comlec Ltd but was excluded 
for persistent kerbhopping giving Graham Hollis 
the race. Peter Harrington (Lotus-Scholar 69F); 
Chris Meek (Lotus Europa) and Jim Evans 
(Escort Turbo) all completed Easter doubles 
started at Rufforth. 

The Leyland Cars National Mini 850 round 
proved a lively opener with Chris Tyrell holding 
off the constant attentions of Graham Woskett’s 
Ripspeed version, which survived a near spin out 
of the chicane on lap six for a close second. Behind 
the leaders there was a splendid five car tear-up 
which was resolved in the order John West, 
Graham Wenhan, Terry Pudwell, Martin Goodall 
and Hugo Shipley. 

Peter Harrington added another nine Tate FF 
points after repeating his Rufforth win. Mick 
Starkey took the ill-handling ATS Merlyn past 
Harrington on lap four, only to lose it at the 
chicane dropping to 13th by the finish he had 
fought back up to sixth. Alan Stringer’s Crossle 
25F held off all challengers for second place from 
lap four until the last lap when a delighted David 
Lesley snatched the place from Stringer and 
Tony Barley’s Royale RP21. 

The Hitachi and smaller Troy Tyre and Auto 
Special Saloon competitors were joined on the 
grid by a couple of non-championship up to 
1300cc men. Jeff Ward had little trouble in the 
Epic Imp once he had shaken off Roger 

atthews’ Mini MAE. Once the Imps of Nick 
Birch and Malcolm Johnstone had expired, the 
latter in a cloud of smoke, the 1300cc Minis of Ian 
Rogerson and Dave Horsely took the minor places 
from the back of the grid. 

In the Direct Tapes prod sports round and 
behind Chris Meek’s victorious Europa, John 
Britten forged ahead of Colin Blower’s Team 
Burgess TVR 300M in his Morgan Plus 8 for a 
hard fought second. Rod Gretton, after a troubled 
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Guyson man Jim Thomson was the day ’s early leader in his 2.4 Firenza. 


Buck’s Terrapin Mk8 took second in the class on 
his first time but had a rather nasty accident on 
his second run, being taken to hospital, but was 
happily able to go home later with nothing worse 
than a stiff neck and some fairly minor petrol 
burns and bruises. Rob Turnbull was again on 
good form in the B&W Brabham-BDA BT35, 
taking Class 16 by 1.45s from John Barrett’s 
FVA-powered Ensign LN3. 

John Cussins was not the only big single-seater 
driver in trouble. On his first run Don Robinson 
touched the fence on Quarry straight and the 
McLaren-Chevrolet M10B then shot up the inside 
bank, turning over in the air, before coming to 
rest right way up and leaving Robinson shaken 


but unharmed. 
CHRIS MASON 
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BTD: Roy Lane (5.0 Fenny Marine-Chevrolet GM1), 40.25s. 

Class winners: Peter Houghton (1.0 Datsun Cheri 100A), 51.35s; 
John Casey (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 49.02s; George winbourne (2.0 
Ford Escort RS2000), 48.87s; Terry Clifford (1.0 Mini-Cooper S), 
49.31s; John Meredith (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 47.01s; Jim Thomson 
(2.6 Vauxhall Firenza), 45.76s; Mike Gleave (1.3 AH Sprite), 48.77s; 
Alan Smith (1.8 Morgan 4/4), 51.73s; Phil Fay (3.5 Morgan Plus 8), 
48.82s; Russ Ward (1.3 Allard AH Sprite S/C), 46.64s: Neville 
Robinson (3.8 Jaguar E), 45.74s; Jeremy Hunt (1.6 Matlock U2- 
Holbay Mk11/14), 44.37s; Norman Galbraith (1.3 Daren. BDA 
Mk2B), 46.71s; Doug Pound (1.6 Mallock U2-Holbay Mk15) 45.83s: 
lan Curtis a Mallock U2-BMW MkIIB/14), 44.75s; John Crowson 
(1.1 Gunk Terrapin-Leyland), 43.74; Rob Turnbull (1.6 Brabham- 
BDA BT35), 42.53s; Lane, 40.41s. 

Guyson/BARC BTD Awards (top eight run-off): 1, Lane, 40.25s; 2. 
Alister Douglas-Osborne (3.0 Pilbeam-Cosworth DFV R22), 40.32s; 
3, Malcolm Dungworth (5.0 Brabham-Repco BT35X), 41.77s; 4, 
Turnbull, 42.71s; 5, John Lambert (5.0 Leda-Chevrolet LT27), 
42.83s; 6, John Hart (1.6 Brabham-FVA BT 18), 43.44s; 7, Crowson, 
44.03s; 8, John Barrett (1.6 Ensign-FVA LN3), 44.06s. 

Guyson/BARC Hill Climb Championship positions (after two 
rounds):1, Russ Ward, 16.36pts; 2. Patrick Walker, 12.97; 3, Roy 
Lane, 12.50; 4, Terry Tattam, 11.54; 5, Roger Walker, 11.46; 6, 
Alister Douglas-Osborne, 10.65; 7, Rob Turnbull, 9.96; 8, Alan 
Warburton, 0.09; 9, John Cussins, 8.85; 10, Terry Clifford, 7.99. 


weekend (he had the diff break at Rufforth and 
sat eee several spins during practice) with 
the second Team Burgess car, lost almost a lap 
with an early spin at Tower. Chris Alford 
(TVR1600M) took another untroubled class win 
while Valli rounded off a good weekend by 
winning the Sprigdet class which she led all the 
way in the Biba/Croft car. 

Wayne Wainwright, his ex-Vandervell/ 
Thompson Comlec Mexico still bearing signs of 
hasty repairs after Rufforth, took his second 
Debenhams Escort Challenge win of the year 
after a superb race featuring, in the early stages 
at least, a weaving nine car clump of Escorts 
fighting for the lead. Then Wainwright and Jeff 
Evans were hie from the results for repeated 
kerb cutting. Graham Hollis (ATS Sport) thus 
found himself the winner, while Neil McGrath 
(Manchester Liners) fought off the rest for 
second. Ari Vatanen, now with a full compliment 


.of carburettor components, gained more good 


tarmac experience but dropped from fifth to 
eighth in the closing stages after his exhaust pipe 
came adrift. 

There was a good field of larger Troy Tyre and 
Auto Centre Special saloons contenders but 
nobody, not even Doug Niven with the Border 
Reivers Escort FVC, could do anything about the 
AEJ Escort Turbo of Jim Evans (which had been 
losing a worr ing amount of water in practice). 
Keith Bowmaker's Tracktune Escort V8, held u 
by back markers on the last lap, made third while 
Dave Farrer’s very quick Allen BDA engined 
Escort led the 1300s throughout. 

Racing ended with a select field of historic 
sports cars headed by Peter Van Rossem’s ’58 
Lister se go (twin tube frame but with Costin 
body) and Mike Weatherill’s ex-works ’59 Lotus 
15 and a Libre race which gave Andy Barton’s 
rebuilt March 752 another pot once he had found 
a way past Tim Wood’s Brabham BT 35 which 
had made another excellent start, thereafter 
lapping within a second of the outright lap record. 


CHRIS MASON 


Leyland Cars National mini 850 Challenge round (10 = 9 2, 
Chris Tyrell, 14m 52.0s, 70.62mph; 2, Graham Woskett, 14m 53.4s; 
John West, 14m 58.0s; 4, Graham Wenham, 15m 00.4s; 5, Ter! 
Pudwell 15m 00.8s; 6, Martin Goodall 15.15.0. Fastest Lap: Tyrell 
1m 28.0s, 71.59mph (record). 

Tate Trophy Formula Ford championship round (12 og 1, Peter 
Harrington (Lotus-Scholar 69F) 16m 09.0s, 83.17mph; 2, David 
Lesley (Crossle-Rowland 16F), 15m 14.8s; 3, Alan Stringer (Crossle- 
Rowland 25F), 15m 15.0s; 4, Terry Barley (Royale-Brown say's 
15m 15.4s; 5, Richard Phillip (Crossle-Scholar 20F), 15m 17.2s; 6, 
Mick Starkey (Merlyn Scholar Mk20A), 15m 26.4s. Fastest Lap: 
Harrington, 1m 13.8s, 85.37mph. 

Hitachi and troy Tyre and Auto Centre Special Sallon 
championship round and non-championship Special saloons 
1001—1300cc (10 laps): 1, Jeff Ward Si? Imp), 13m 10.2s, 
79.72mph; 2, Roger Mathews (1.0 Mini-MAE 13m 19.6s; 3, lan 
rogerson (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 13m 50.6s; David Horsley (1.3 Mini 
Cooper S) 13m 53.0s. Non championship 1001-1300ccs: Fi 
Rogerson, no speed given; 2, Horsley, no other starters. 851- 
1000ce: 1, Ward; 2, Mathews; 3, Mike Beckett (1.0 Ford Anglia). 
Fastest Lap: Ward, 1m 17.4s, 81.4mph. Up to 850cc free formula: 1, 
Clifford Watts (850 Imp) 71.03mph, no other starters. Fastest Lap: 
Watts, 1m 27.4s, 72.08mph. Mini Sevens: 1, Chris rn ee Mini), 
66.08mph. No other starters. Fastest lap: Hill, 1m 31.2s, 69.8mph. 

Direct Tapes Production sports car championship round (10 laps): 
Overall and £3000 to £4500 class: 1, Chris Meek (1.4 Lotus Europa), 
13m 52.8s, 75.65mph; 2, John Britten (3.5 litre Morgan + 8), 14m 
0.2s; 3, Colin Blower (3.0 TVR 3000M), 14m 16.4s; 4, Bob Stuart 
(3,5 Morgan + 8), 15m 0.4s. Fastest lap: Meek, 1m 21.2s, 77.59mph 
iY cord). £2001-£3000: 1, Chris Alford (1.6 TVR 1600M) 68.93mph; 

, Anthony Brewer fs Morgan 4/4), no other starters. Fastest lap: 
Alford, 1m 29.8s, 70.16mph (record). Up to 72000: 1, Valli (1.5 
Midget), 65.90mph; 2, Howard Wadsworth (1.3 Sprite); 3, Dave 
a ah Sprite). Fastest lap: Wadsworth, 1m 33.4s, 67.54mph 
record). 

Debenhams BRSCC Ford Escort challenge (16 Laps): 1, Graham 
Hollis (Escort Sport), 15m 03.2s, no speed given; 2, Neil McGrath 
(Mexico), 15m 4.0s; 3, David Da Costa Gport 15m 07,2s; 4, Pete 
King (Merico), 15m 07.8s;5, David Clarkson (Mexico), 15m 18.8s; 6, 
Ari Vatanen (Sport), 15m 20.4s. Fastest lap: King and Hollis, 1m 
28.85, 70.95mph. 

Troy Tyre and Auto Centre special Saloon car championship (10 
laps): 1, Jim Evans (2.0 Escort RS2000 ay 12m 26.6s, 
84.38mph; 2, Doug Niven (2.0 Escort oa 12m 44.8s; 3, Keith 
Bowmaker (4.7 Escort V8), 13m 16,16s; 4, Dave Farrer (1.3 Escort 
BDA), 13m 17s. Over 1300cc: 1, Evans; 2, Niven; 3, Bowmaker. 
Fastest lap: Evans, 1m 13.4s, 85.83mph. 1001-1300cc: 1, Farrer, 
no speed given; 2, lan Rogerson (1.3 Mini-Cooper S); 3, Roger 
Matthews (1.0 Mini MAE) Fastest lap: Farrer, 1m 18.2s, 80.56mph. 

Historic S; Cars (10 laps): 1, Peter Van Rossem (3.8 Lister 
Jaguar), 14m 26s, 72.74mph; 2, Mike Weatherill (2.0 Lotus-Climax 
15), 14m 33.8s; 3, Jeffery Johnstone (3.0 Maserati 300F) 15m 4s; 4, 
Kirk Rylands (3.8 HWM Jaguar), 15m 9.4s. Road Sports Cars: i, 
Robert Mansfield (2.0 Frazer Nash Targa Florio), no speed iven; 2, 
Phillip Rambaut (AC Ace Bristol), no other starters. Fastest lap: 
Mansfield, 1m 30.6s, 69.54mph (record). Sports Racing Cars over 

000ce: 1, Van Rossem; 2, Johnstone ; 3, Rylands. Fastest lap: Van 
Rossem, 1.24.4s, 74.64mph. 1101-2000cc: 1, Weatherill, 
72.09mph, no other finishers. Fastest lap: Weatherill, 1m 24.6s, 
74.47mph. Up to 1100cc: 1, Hugh Clifford (1.1 Tojeiro-Climax) no 
speed given. 2, Tony Rogers (1.1 Lotus a no other starters. 
Fastest lap: Rogers, 1m 36.5s, 65.22mph (record). 

Formula Libre (10 laps): 1, Andy Barton (1.8 Match BDA 752), 
10m 52s, 96.63mph; 2, Tim Wood (1.8 Brabham FVC BT35), 11m 
21.2s; 3, Joe Applegarth (1,6 Brabham Ford BT23C 91aps; 4, Roy 
McNab (1.6 a pata rae C74A), 9 laps. Fastest lap: Barton 1m 
2.2s, 101.28mph. 
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John Lepp'on his way to the first of two weekend wins in his Ultramar March-Hart 75S. 


SNETTERTON 


Too easy for Lepp 


After an absence of several years sports car 
racing returned to Britain when the opening 
round of the much troubled RAC 2-litre 
championship was held at Snetterton last 
Sunday. Billed as the feature event, this most 
welcome variation to the national championship 
scene provided interesting, if somewhat pro- 
cessional, racing after John Lepp had shaken off 
his challengers in the early laps. The Altringham 
jeweller deservedly winning with the exciting 
looking Ultramar March Hart 75S and at the end 
of the day, together with the rest of the sports car 
circus, had definitely earned the category a plus; 
how big a plus is too early to say. In truth the 
much larger. than usual Snetterton crowd had 
turned up because of the Radio 1 involvement and 
they were not disappointed, the production 
saloons putting on a great show with battles 
being waged right through the field. With equally 
hard fought heats and a fmal for FF 1600s 
chasing Townsend Thoresen points, and with a 
well-supported special saloon event and a John 
Player F1 demonstration by Gunnar Nilsson, 
everyone went home happy. 

From the third row of the grid Derek Daly 
quickly made the opening race, the first 10 lap F 
heat, his own. At the end of lap one the yellow 
Hawke DL15 had hit the front and was pulling 
away from Rick Morris’ similar, but Oceanair Air- 
freight sponsored, car; Matt Argenti’s Macinnes 
Amcron Van Diemen RF76 and Mario Ferrais 
Neto’s works Van Diemen RF76, the latter being 
another son of Sao Paulo. The pace eventually 

oing to Morris who was worried by the feel of the 
feck end, after losing a wheel in practice, but 
Argenti was in no way able to capitalise on this as 
he was nursing his Scholar mill after the radiator 
was holed on the penultimate lap. Mike Blanchet 
was fifth, fighting a losing battle with his aged 
Lotus 61M to keep them in view but in turn 
moving away from the rest. Rod Bremner, Crossle 
30F, finished eighth with a very rough sounding 
engine having been as low as 13th and droppin, 
further, with only 13 qualifiers he luckily picke 
up places as others fell, or drove into, the wayside. 

erek Warwick, again Hawke DL15 mounted 
but with sponsorship from Warwick Trailers, lead 
the second heat the way. David ene 
Group Waterworks Ltd, Crossle 30F, was initially 
challenging strongly but a long agricultural 
moment at Riches second time around dropped 
him well down the field, but he recovered well just 
failmg to oust John Bright (Royale RP21) for 
second on the last lap; Kennedy, like fellow Irish- 
man Daly in the previous qualifier, equalling the 
lap record. Trevor Van Ronyen (Royale RP21) was 
a distant fourth, unhappy with his engine. Glenn 
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Eagling (Van Diemen RF75) was next up passing 
Robert Coates, Red Star Garage & Tyre Service 
Hawke DL12, on the last lap after a race-long 
dice. 

The three yellow work’s assisted Hawkes of 
Daly, Warwick and Morris filled the front row for 
the 15 lap final, the blue sign writing on each car 
highlighting their high standard of preparation, 
and with the drivers briefed to work as a team 
they certainly seemed to hold all the trump cards. 
But things didn’t go their way. Warwick made a 
bad start and was well down as his two team 
mates completed lap one well clear of their rivals. 
Morris led initially but at one-third distance he 
was out when the throttle cable broke. Inheriting 
the lead, Daly looked just as secure in the position 
as Morris had, but at two-thirds distance a lead 
to the ignition coil broke and he too was forced to 
retire. Kennedy, who seems to have an abundance 
of raw talent, then took his turn at the front but 
two laps later a pags lon; assy moment as he 
exited Russell that lasted the length of the pits 
and took him within millimetres of the armco 
needed every'bitiof that talent to control it and 
alt hough he continued, a punctured rear tyre kept 
him further occupied and he finished a lucky 


sixth. Suddenly it was a surprised Rod Bremner - 


leading. Rod had cured his misfire problem, which 
was traced to a faulty master switch, and he was 
pressing on in fine style but the leaders were out 
of sight before he could rectify his lowly position 
from the grid, but once lady luck had smiled on 
him he made no mistake and driving right on the 
top of his form, as recent results suggest, took the 
chequered flag. Warwick recovered to finish 
second, with Bright heading Argenti and Ferraris 
for third. A consolation for Hawke, a new lap 
record to Daly 0.6s inside the old figure. 

Eighteen cars finally came to the grid for the 25 
lapper for 2-litre sports cars. Six Clubmans sports 
cars were elidel in that number and although 
they did not make the front row of the grid they 
definitely formed the bulk of the mid-field 
runners. Robin Smith (Chevron B26) from the 
outside of the front row led Tony Charnell 
(Chevron B31) and Iain McLaren (Chevron B26) 
into Riches as John Lepp, who missed a gear at 
the start, was en ifel by the field in his 
Ultramar March 75S. At the end of the first lap 
McLaren was past Charnell and a lap later he was 
leading but already Lepp was looming large in his 
mirrors. The March was gaining ground in the 
braking areas and Lepp confirmed, after, that this 
was where his advantage lay and on lap six he was 
through to slowly but surely increase his lead to 
12 seconds at the end. 

McLaren’s aggressive drive was hindered in the 


final third of the race when the front body section 
became loose, lifting several inches and 
threatening to decapitate the pilot as he sped 
down the straight. The brake disadvantage of this 
likeable Scotsman being compounded as the body 
movement misdirected the ducted air that should 
have been cooling the brakes — it was a fine per- 
formance for second place. Smith’s initial ad- 
vantage slipped away as his clutch refused to bite 
properly and giving up on him completely on la 
18. Tony Charnell took over third place and mi 
though he came under pressure at half distance 
from John Turner (Chevron B31) he pulled away 
again and began to erode the ailing McLaren’s ad- 
vantage at the close. Malcolm Jackson was an ex- 
cellent fifth, the last unlapped runner and first 
Clubman’s car home with his Mallock Mki4. 
Vernon Davies, initially, was leading Jackson but 
the four-year-old Holbay in his U2 Tet go ina big 
way on the third lap. 

The gravel voice of Emperor Rosko heralded the 
proguction saloon race and the Radio 1 fun. The 

ull and varied grid taking off as a mass of colour 

to bump, kerb hop and lurch their way through 15 
laps. Overall and in the over £2400 class Phil 
Dowsett and Ivan Dutton were the early pace- 
setters in Ford Capris sponsored respectively b 
Industrial Control Services and Century Oils Ltd. 
Although Tony Lanfranchi charged past them on 
lap five with the Marshall Wingfield Opel Com- 
modore to win by ‘just enough’ Dowsett and 
Dutton continued their scrap with the honours 
and second position going to Dutton. Simon 
Watson was a lonely fourth with the L & G Fire 
Protection BMW 3.0si, the similar Industrial 
Mechanised Product Ltd entered car of Derrick 
Brunt inishing just a fifth of a second ahead of 
Gerry Marshall with the class winning Hamilton 
Motors Ltd entered Magnum. It was action all 
the way, Eric Cook, Mazda RX3, easily winning 
the £1601-£2000 class while Danny Alderton’s 
Rallye Auto Sport/Trafalgar Motors Ltd Honda 
Civic was always just ahead of Trevor Moore’s 
Elstree Plant Ltd Avenger for the cheap class 
award. 

The 12 lap special saloon thrash was for the 
James Last Trophy. Colin Hawker had practiced 
3s quicker than anyone else and in the race the 
Toleman Group DFV engined VW was again 
dominant winning comfortably from Nick 
Whiting, All Car Equipe 2.0 Escort, and the ailing 
Marshall Wingfield Ford Capri of Tony Strawson, 
who lost his front brakes and the runner up slot 
when a brake seal failed. Peter Baldwin’s 1.3 BDA 
engined Mini and John Homewood (1.0 Imp) 
finished fifth and seventh respectively, both win- 
ning their class and both embarrasing the drivers 
of the several larger engined cars that finished 
behind them. Peter Day (850 Mini) was a con- 
vincing winner of the up to 850 cc class. 


ANDY LEEDER 


Townsend Thoresen Formula Ford 1600 Championship round, 
Heat 1 (10 laps): 1, Derek Daly (Hawke-Minster DLI5), 12m 286s, 
92.19Mph; 2, Rick Morris (Hawke-Scholar DL15), 12m 35.45; 3, 
Matthew Argenti (Van Diemen-Scholar RF76), 12m 37.6s; 4, Mario 
Ferraris Neto, (Van Diemen-Scholar RF76), 12m 39.4s. Fastest lap: 
Daly, 1m 13.4s, 94.02mph (equals record). 

James Last ory Special Saloon Car race (12 laps): Overall and 
over 1300cc: 1, Colin Hawker (3.0 DFVW Cosworth), 14m 40.0s, 
94.11mph; 2, Nick Whiting (2.0 Ford Escort), 14m 57.8s; 3, Tony 
Strawson (5.0 Ford Capri Chevrolet V8), 15m 09.0s; 4, Tony Sugden 
(1.8 Ford Cosworth BDE), 15m 09.4s. Fastest lap: Whiting, 1m 
11.6s, 96.39mph (record). 1001-1300cc: 1, Peter Baldwin (1.3 
Austin Mini Allen BDA), 15m 42.2s, 87.90mph. No other finishers. 
Fastest lap: Baldwin, 1m 15.8s, 91.04mph. 851-1000ce: 1, John 
Homewood (1.0 Sunbeam Imp), 14m 48.8s, 85.41mph; 2, Alan Wood 
(1.0 Hillman Imp), 15m 34.2s; 3, Neil Totman (1.0 Mini Allen), 10 
laps. Fastest lap: Homewood, 1m 18.6s, 87.80mph. Up to 850cc: 1, 


Peter Day (Austin Mini Allen), 14m 48.8s, 77.65mph. No other 


finishers. Fastest lap: Day, 1m 25.0s, 81.19mph. 

Townsend Thoresen Formula Ford 1600 Championship round. 
Heat 2 (10 laps): 1, Derek Warwick (Hawke-DL15), 12m 30.2s, 
91.99mph; 2, John Bright (Royale-Minister RP21), 12m 33.6s; 3, 
David Kennedy (Crossle-Minister 30F), 12m 34.6s; 4, Trevor Van 
Rooyen (Royale-Minister RP21), 12m 47.0s. Fastest lap: Kennedy, 
1m 13.4s, 94.02mph {equals record). 

RAC 2-Litre Sports Car Chamesonship race (25 laps): 1, John 
Lepp (March-Hart 75S), 27m 42.0s, 103.81mph; 2, lain McLaren 
(Chevron Ford B26), 27m 56.0s; 3, Tony Charnell (Chevron-Ford 

31), 28m 2.0s; 4, John Turner (Chevron-Ford B31), 28m 07.0s; 5, 
Malcolm Jackson Malice: bord Mk 14), 28m 26.8s; 6, Richard 
Groombridge (Hustler-JWR Blush Flash), 24 laps. Fastest lap: Lepp, 
1m 04.4s, 107.16mph. (establishes record). f 

BBC Radio 1 Production Saloon Car Championship round 
15 laps): Overall and over £2401: 1, Tony Lanfranchi (Opel 

mmodore), 21m 52.6s, 78.86mph; 2, lvan Dutton (Ford Capri), 
21m 54.2s; 3, Phil Dowsett (Ford Capri), 21m 55.0s; 4, Simon 
Watson (BMW 3.0si), 22m 08.0s. Fastest Heid Dowsett, Dutton and 
Lanfranchi, 1m 26.0s, 80.25mph (establishes record). £2001- 
£2400: 1, Gerry Marshall (Vauxhall Magnum), 22m 12.4s, 
77.69mph; 2, Jeff Allam (Vauxhall Magnum), 22m 28.2s; 3, Malcolm 
Prior (Vauxhall Magnum), 22m 48.0s. Fastest lap: Marshall, 1m 
27.0s, 79.32mph (establishes record). £1601-£2000: 1, Eric Cook 
Mazda RX3 Coupe), 22m 15.0s, 77.54mph; 2, Paul Haywood 

jalfpenny (Mazda RX3 Coupe), 1m 32.2s: Fastest lap: Peter Slade 
Mazda RX2), 1m 26.8s, 79.51mph (establishes record). Up to 

1600: 1, Danny Alderton (Honda Civic); 2, Trevor. Moore (Chrysler 
Avenger); 3, Rodney Posner eines Rallye ve Fastest lap: Moore 
(Chrysler Avenger), im 33.0s, 74.21 mph (establishes record). ‘ 

Townsend resen Formula Ford 1600 Championship round, 
Final (15 faps):1, Rod Bremner (Crossle-Rowland 30F), 18m 41.0s, 
92.34mph; 2, Derek Warwick (Hawke-Minister DL15); 3, John 
Bright (Royale-Minister RP21), 18m 48.4s, 4, Matthew Argenti (Van 
Diemen-Scholar RF76), 18m 51.2s; 5, Mario Ferraris Neto (Van 
DiemenScholar RF76), 18, 52.0s; 6, David Kennedy (Crossle- 
Minister 30F), 19m 02.2s. Fastest lap: Derek Daly (Hawke DL15), 
1m 12.8s, 94.80mph (record). 
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CASTLE COMBE 


White inherits SuperVee 


Easter Monday saw an action packed 10 race 
ae oe very successfully by the BRSCC 
South West Centre at Castle Combe. In the 
featured Super-Vee race Peter White (Royale) 
took maximum points after John Morrison spun 
his lead away. 

Formula 1300 ogre Philip Lloyd (Nomad) 
lead as far as the first bend when the front 
runners climbed over themselves causing damage 
to Lloyd, Paul Webb (Dellapina) and John Palmer 
(Pickles). Bob Davis (Davis) then had a clear run 
to the flag ahead of the dicing duo of Chirs Kite 
(Marjo) and Graham Greig (Mallock). 

The Mini 1000 race developed into a terrific 
battle for the lead between Mike Curnow, Ian 
Briggs and Allan Seeking, Thereafter the lead 
changed at virtually every corner with John 
Hazell making it a four sided fight but later 
retiring — goed stuff! 

The Formula Vee thrash saw a poor start by 
poleman Nick Wadham (Scarab) which forced him 
to push hard to regain the lead. Wadham, Rupert 
West (CM), Gordon Rae (Rae) and Tim Flinn 
(Scarab) then settled into a close dice for the lead 
until West dropped back at Tower. 

Of the over 1000cc saloons, Jonathan 
Buncombe (Imp) on pole was pushed clear of the 

rid with a broken drive shaft allowing Phil 
Winter (1.3 Mini) to make a good start hounded 
by John Morgan (Mk1 Jaguar). Chris Simms 
(Magnum) took the lead on the fifth lap and these 
three drew apart and lapped most of the field. 

A fast start in the Formula Ford race by Kees 
Van Grint (Palliser) followed closely by Robin 
Maydew (Alexis) and Clive Power created 
excitement immediately. Poleman Power led on 
lap two and drew away but then lost his gears 


MALLORY PARK 


allowing Kees Van Grint and David Toye (Royale) 
to dispute the lead and John Brock (Hawke) 
Maydew third. 

Bob Meecham (Jaguar 2.4) led away the Classic 
Saloons from pole and kept it that way 
throughout while Craig Hinton (Jaguar Mk7) and 
Tom F ctiie (Jaguar Mk1) followed. This left 
Adrian (ex-FF 2000) Reynard (Morris Minor) and 
Andy. McLennan (A35) really squabbling over 
fourth. Most entertaining. 


Brian Murphy (E Type) initially led the field in 


the modsports thrash but was beaten back into 
third by Jonathan Palmer (Marcos 3 litre) and 
Robin Gray (Morgan +8). Murphy briefly 
regained the lead but Palmer got it back when it 
really mattered. 

Super Vee star John Morrison (Lola) followed 
Mark Lichfield (Elden) off the line and took the 
lead before spinning at Quarry. This allowed 
Peter White (Royale) into the lead followed by 
Lichfield and Ron Grant (Taurus). Good driving 
by Morrison brought him through the field and he 
was just beaten into third by Grant. 

The 1000cc saloon thrash saw close dicing 
between poleman John Homewood and Brian 
Prebble (Imps) lasting throughout, or 
ending up with Homewood the winnner and bot 
of them half a lap clear of the field. Reg Ward led 
the 850 contingent home. 

Ron Grant (Taurus) led away from the libre grid 
and was immediately fighting Chris Choat (F5000 
Trojan). This fierce battle went on with the lead 
changing several times until Grant slowed with a 
puncture. Mark Lichfield (Elden) tried but just 
couldn’t quite catch the Trojan on the last lap. 


WILLIAM ATKINSON 


Kennedy has to work 


Red-haired Irishman David Kennedy returned to 
Mallory Park last Monday and made amends in 
the best possible way for his disqualification from 
victory two weeks earlier by winning both his 
heat and the final of the Sicteda ord 1600 
Townsend Thoresen. Despite the absence of 
several of this year’s FF 1600 stars at other 
championship races, Kennedy was forced to work 
hard for his wins by young Australian David 
Lang in the heat and by fellow Dubliner Derek 
Daly in the final. The FF1600 races were the high- 
lights of an otherwise rather ordinary day’s club 
racing run as efficiently as ever by the BRSCC 
Midland Centre for the benefit of a large Bank 
Holiday crowd in warm and sunny weather. 
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David Kennedy easing ahead of his FF rivals on way to a fine victory. 


The first FF heat was contested by 12 drivers, 
of whom South African Trevor van Rooyen and 
Brazilian Mario Ferraris were pre-eminent. Van 
Rooyen kept his Minister-powered Royale RP21 
in front all the way, fighting off just one challenge 
from Ferraris’s te, Diaasoate RF76 at the Esses. 
Former 750 Formula driver John Village in one of 
the ex-Geoff Lees Royale RP21s headed the 
bunch dicing for third for several laps before suc- 
cumbing first to Grahame Tilley’s ex-Richard 
Morgan Crosslé 25F, repaired overnight after its 
Snetterton shunt, and then Mike Blanchet, still 
pedalling his old Lotus 61M for all its worth. 

After the first lap Derek Daly in the prototype 
Hawke DL15, with a new Minister engine, had no 


Formula 1300 (10 laps): 1, Bob Davis (Davis Mk2), 11m 58.3s, 
92.00mph; 2, Chris Kite (Marjo Kite), 12m 24.5s; Graham Greig 
(Mallock U2 Mk86), 12m 26.1s; 4, John Ravenscroft (Allen Mk4), 
12m 33.7s; 5, Tony Ongill (Mallock Mk11B), 12m 51.9s; 6, Angelo 
Farina (Farina Dison), 13m 2.2s; Fastest lap: Davis, 1m 10.6s, 
93.82mph. 

Mini 1000cc (10 laps): 1, Mike Curnow, 13m 14.8s, 83.34m h; 2, 
Allan Seeking, 13m 18.4s; 3, lan Briggs, 13m 19.9s; 4, Tom urn, 
13m 23.7s; 5, Andy Devine, 13m 23.9s; 6, Derek May, 13m 41.6s. 
Fastest lap: John Hazell, 1m 17.4s, 85.58mph. 

Formula Vee (10 mee 1, Nick Wadham Saray, 12m 18.5s, 
89.70mph; 2, Gordon Rae (Rae), 12m 20.5s; 3, Tim Flinn (Scarab), 
12m 21.0s; 4, Rupert West (CM Mk1), 12m 39.2: 5, Jeffery Rushe 
pooner 12m 43s; 6, Ray Simpson (JSR), 13m 28.5s. Fastest lap: 

ay, 1m 12.5s, 91.37mph. 

uper Saloons, over 1000cc (10 laps): 1, Chris Simms (Magnum), 
12m 13.9s, 90.26mph; 2, John Morgan (Jaguar Mk1 ), 12m 15.9s; 3, 
Phil Winter (1.3 Min), 12m 21.6s. 1001-1300cc: 1, Winter: 2, Steven 
Harris (1.3 Mini), 12m 32.3s; 3, Dave Thomas (1.3 Mini), 12m 45.3s. 
Fastest lap: Winter, 1m 12.5s, 91.37mph. Over 1300cc: 1, Simms; 
2, Morgan; 3, Jeffrey Thomas (Ford Anglia), 13m 12s. Fastest lap: 
Simms, 1m 11.6s, 92.15mph. 

Formula Ford (10 laps): 1, Kees Van Der Grint (Palliser WDF2), 
12m 8.5s, 90.93mph; 2, David Toye (Royale RP21), 12m 8.8s; 3, 
John Brack (Hawke DL15), 12m 11.4s; 4, Robin Maydew (Alexis 
Mk18), 12m 12s;5, Paul Wootten (Dulon MP17), 12m 23.2s; 6, Dave 
Granvill (Royale RP16A), 12m 28.7s. Fastest lap: Brock, 1m 11.2s, 
93.03mph. 

Classic Saloons (10 laps): 1, Bob Meecham (Jaguar 2.4), 14m 
55.5s; 73.97mph; 2, Tom Leake (Jaguar Mk1), 15m 7.8s; Up to 
1251cc: 1, Adrian Reynard, 71.31mph; 2, Andy McLennan (A35), 
15m 29.3s; 3, Charles McMullen (A35) 16m 8s. 1252 to 1901cc: 1, 
peorge Lawrence (MG Magnette), 15m 30.1s, 71.27mph; 2, Miles 
Marshall (Borgward Isabella), 15m 36.2s; 3, Alan Jenkins (Alfa - 
Romeo Julietta), 15m 12.9s, 1902-2700cc: 1, Meecham; 2, Leake; 3, 
Colin Lane (Lancia B20), 15m 52.8s. Over 2700cc: 1, Craig Hinton 
yageer Mk7), 15m 56.7s; 2, Peter Defee (Jaguar Mk7), 16m 2.3s; 3, 

tuart James haw we) 16m 49s. 

Modsports (10 laps): 1, Jonathan Palmer (3.0 Marcos), 11m 58.7s, 
92.17mph; 2, Brian Murphy (aguar E Type), 11m 59s; 3, Jon 
Fletcher (Lotus Elan), 12m 14.9s. Up to 1150cc: 1, Steven Roberts 
(Mini-Marcos), 13m 8.6s, 84.00mph; 2, Ron Kirkman (Davrian Mk7), 
12m 6s; 3, David are (MG Midget), 12m 14.7s. 1151 to 1500cc: 1, 
Gordon Howie (MG idget). 12m 36.8s; 2, lan Hall (Mini Jem Mk2), 
12m _ 47.7s; 3, Richart ard (MG Midget), 12m 47.8s. 1501 to 

: 1, Fletcher, 90.13mph; 2, John Edbury (Elan), 12m 16.9s; 
3, Terry Smith (Elan), 12m 29.6s. Over 2000ce: 1, Palmer; 2, 
Murphy; 3, Robin a caren Plus 8), 12m 16.4s. 

Formula Super-Vee (15 laps): 1, Peter ag Fy RP19), 16m 
42.38, sag 2, Mark Lichfield (Elden), 16m 17.2s; 3, Ronnie 
Grant (Taurus Mk24), 16m 19.8s; 4, John Morrison (Lola T326), 
16m 19.9s; 5, Mike Catiow (Supernova), 16m 30.5s; 6, Bruce Venn 
(Elden), 16m 46.2s. Fastest lap: White, 1m 03.9s, 103.66mph. 

Special saloons up to 1000cc (10 laps): 1, John Homewood mp) 
12m 15.8s, 90.02mph; 2, Brian Prebble (Imp), 1m 11.6s; 3, An 
Holloway (Imp), 12m 43.6s. Fastest lap: Homewood and Prebble, 1m 
11.5s, 92.51mph. Up to 850cc: Reginald Ward (Mini), 13m 11.5s 
83.69mph; 2, Peter Knipe (Mini), 13m 12s: 3, Malcolm Jaggard 
(Mini), 13m 56.5s. Fastest Lap: Ward, 1m 17.6s, 85.26mph. 

Formule Libre (10 laps): 1, Chris Choat (Trojan F5000) 11m 10.3s, 
98.84mph; 2, Mark Lichfield Bee llm 15.4s; 3, Keith Howell 
aw Mk14), 11m 16.7s; 4, D. Wilkes (Rae Type E), 12m 19.9s; 5, 

eter Williams (Dulon MP17), 12.22s; 6, Roger Andreasson (GRD 
373), 12m 34.6s. 


opposition in the second heat for Fred Sigafoos 
had ground to a halt at the hairpin when the 
throttle pedal jammed open on the Alan Morton- 
Jacobs Royale RP21 which he had borrowed for 
the occasion. Robert Coates (Hawke DL12) and 
Glenn som (Van Diemen RF75) disputed 
second place behind the flying Irishman with 
Coates getting the verdict some 13s behind the 
winner. It was Ireland to the fore again in the 
third heat but David Kennedy and his black 
Crosslé 30F had a considerable struggle on their 
hands as Rick Morris took his Hawke DL15 into 
the lead from the flag and Winfield star pupil 
David Lang slotted the Tiga into second. In a lap 
Kennedy had picked off Lang but Morris proved 
much more difficult until lap five when the gear- 
box broke at the hairpin and he coasted sad ly in 
to the pits. Lang went very well indeed to stay 
with Kennedy until the last ope of laps when he 
lost a few lengths. Mike Wallaker’s Jomic Mk2A 
ag headed Bobby Scott’s Merlyn Mk29 for third 

y 0.2s with Charles Birchenough’s Rostron CT3 
ra behind them. 

he final began with Daly snatching the lead 

into Gerards, chased by van Rooyen, Lang, 
Ferraris and Kennedy but by the end of the first 
lap Kennedy was through to third, going inside 
Lang at the Esses as a result of which the Aus- 
tralian ran wide and dropped a few places. A lap 
later Kennedy went by van Rooyen and tucked in 
behind Daly, whom he passed a lap later at 
Gerards. Daly came back and retook the lead at 
the Esses and! it looked like the makings of a great 
scrap. For two more laps Kennedy sat right be- 
hind the leading Hawke and then made his move 
at Gerards. “I was sideways trying to stay with 
him but he just drove round the outside of me,” 
said Daly afterwards. Clearly the Crosslé had the 
edge at Gerards on every lap which cancelled out 
the time which Kennedy was losing with locking 
brakes at the hairpin so that, a ore Daly 
seemed set to pass once again with five laps left, 
the move never came and a delighted Kennedy 
crossed the line first to receive the garland from 
his béte noir Don Truman. Van Rooyen kept a cool 
head and out of trouble to take a good third, 
nearly 6s behind the first two, but Ferraris 
tangled with Lang at the hairpin on the last la 
when the Brazilian was trying to regain the fourth 
pan he had just lost to the charging Australian. 

ang recovered to finish sixth behind Tilley and 
Scott while Ferraris crossed the line eighth with 
the wheels of his Van Diemen pointing in all 
directions. 

A very well-supported MG T-type Register race 


D> 
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MALLORY PARK continued 


(only one non-starter and that was Pete Cresswell. 
from the front row after running the bearings) 
peocsed a fine struggle for the lead between 

ave Clewley’s immaculately rebuilt TC and Nick 
Taylor’s rare TB. The newer car won after much 
place-swapping but it was fast, close and spectac- 
ular all the way. Gerry Brown brought his TC into 
third after fending off Alistair Naylor's concours 
TC, which eventually retired with clutch trouble, 
and then the TC of Ron Gammons which finally 
finished fourth. The unmodified class was won 
geaily by the oldest car in it, Stuart Dean’s 1937 


Another full grid turned out for the 750 
Formula championship round but pole position 
was empty after Tim Green’s Time Mk3 en-| 
countered gearbox problems. When Bob Wells’s 
Warren broke its gearbox on the grid, this left 
John Giles all alone to lead the field off from the 
front row. For two laps he stayed ahead until 
Roland Nix wound up his Wessex and took over. 
Giles stayed close and finished 0.4s behind. Into 
third from the back row of the grid came Chris 
Hague in another Wessex, a jump start penalty 
not depriving him of his well-deserved position. 
He also shared a new lap record with Giles, 2.2s 
faster than the old one, which shows just how fast 
these little cars are becoming. Last year’s 
championship-winning car, the ex-Kim_ Perry 
DNC MkIIIA now in the hands of Richard 
Tyzack, finished a good fourth before stopping on 
the slowing down lap with oil all over the engine. 

Entries for Renault 5 racing are now so thin 
that the importers have to swell the ranks by 
making cars available for various “guest’’ drivers, 
none of whom looked capable on this occasion of 
challenging the few proper competitors. Mick Hill 
won, and will no doubt continue to do so for the 
rest of the year, seomunialy capable of achieving a 
oad angle of lean than anyone else. Stuart 

cCrudden fought his way past Keith Collier to 
take second, the latter slipping down the leader 
board as the race progressed to end up fifth be- 
hind Richard Hassell and former F3 driver 
Charles Sawyer-Hoare. Of the ‘guests’? Roy 
James gave the popular press the story they, and 
Renault, presumably wanted by rolling his car at 
Gerards while lying ninth but it’s a sick sport 
which has to depend on crime and Renault 5s for 
publicity. 

A clash with Silverstone’s Tricentrol champion- 
ship deprived the Clubman’s Sports Car race of 


Frank Sytner championship status and conse- 
uently many of the best entries. This left 
alcolm Jackson’s Mallock Mk14 all on its own 


to score a crushing victory over Arthur Norton’s 
Gryphon, after both Ray Edge and Barry Smith 
had retired their U2s with broken clutches at the 
hairpin while lying second. A consolation FF class 
was introduced to make up the numbers and at 
least consoled Fred Sigafoos for his two fruitless 
attempts to get into the Townsend Thoresen 
final. the Philadelphian bringing his Royale from 
the back of the grid to take fourth overall behind 
the Mallock of Andrew Shanks. 


IAN TITCHMARSH 


Formule Ford 1600, Heat 1 (10 1, Trevor van Rooyen (Royale- 
Minister RP21), 8m 40.46. 93.39mph; 2. Mario Ferraris (Van 
Diemen-Scholar RF 76), &m 40.86; 3. Grahame Taley (Crossié-Brown 
en Sir 47.2s. Fastest lap: van Rooyen and Ferrans, 51.23, 

.92mph. 

Formula Ford 1600, Hest 2 (10 laps 1, Derek Daly (Hawke- 
Minister DL15), 8m 41.2s, 93.25mph; 2, Robert Coates (Hawke- 
Minister DL12), 8m 54.45; 3, Glenn Eagling (Van Oremen-Scholar 
RF75), 8m 54.6s. Fastest lap: Daly, 51.2s, 94.92 r 

Formula Ford 1600, Heat 3 (10 laps): 1, David Kennedy \ ike 
.Minister 30F), 8m 41.2s, 93.25mph; 2, David tang Si iga-Rowland 
FF), 8m 42.6s; 3, Mike Waflaker (Jomic-Rowland Mk 2A), 8m 50.2. 
Fastest lap: Kennedy, 51.0s, 95.30mph. 

Townsend Thoresen Formula Ford 1600 Championship round (15 
laps): 1, Renney 12m 52.6s, 94.36mph; 2, Daly, 12m 53.0s; 3, van 
Rooyen, 12m 58.85; 4, Tilley, 13m 3.0s; 5, Bobby Scott (Merlyn- 
Scholar Mk 29), 13m 3.4s; 6, Lang, 13m 5.4s. Fastest lap: Kennedy 
and Daly, 50.8s, 95.67mph. 


78.44mph; 2, Taylor, 3, Brown. Fastest lap: Clewley, 1m 0.0s, 
ph, ‘Unmodified’ cla Bean (1.3 MG_ TA), 


64 mph. . 
Formula 750 Championship round ag ees 1, Roland Nix (750 


eee Feria) a OO bea Bch lt fen 
—Reli 4s; 3, iS ue BSSex-| 
Chip, conee Os # SRG Kehant Mk IIA), Lom 


CH7), 10m 29.0s; 4, Richard Tyzack (748 
36.8: 5, Bob Simpson (748 Reliant Special), 10m 37.6s, 6, John 
Bryning (750 Viking-Reliant LD17), 10m 56.2s. Fastest lap: Giles 
and Hague, 58.2s, 83.50mph (record). Ce 

BRSeC Renault DE le egy around foe Mick Him 

8s. 69. ; 2. Stua Ul . 11m 45.8s: 3. J 
tS Rite BO es: 4, Cailes wer Hoare, lim $F EiKonh 
caer, dun 52.28, & Keith Lanceley, 11m 52.6s. Fastest lap: Hill, 
im 8.8s, 70. p arecnrd): 

Clubman's Sports Cars and Formula Ford 1600 (12 lansy 1,. 
Malcolm Jackson (1.6 Mallock U2-Holbay Mk 14), 9m .25, 
98.15mph; 2, Arthur Norton(1.6GryphoniLongman ), 10m 10.2s; 
3, Andrew Shanks (1.6 Mallock U2-Davron Mk 11B/14), 10m 34.4s. 
Clubman’s Sport's Cars class: 1, Jackson,.98.15mph; 2, Norton; 3, . 
Shanks. Fastest lap: Jackson, 46.8s,_103.85mph. Formula Ford 
1600 class: 1, Fred Sigafoos (Royale-Smith RP21), 91.75mph; 2, 
David Kemp (Merlyn-Abbott Mk 29); 3, Bryan Househam (Van 
Diemen-Scholar RF74). Fastest lap: Sigafoos, 57.6s, 94.1 9mph. 
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The superbly spectacular Fl-engined Toleman VW of Esso Uniflo winner Colin Hawker. 


SILVERSTONE 


Lepp laps the lot... 


John Lepp made it two in a row for the Ultramar 
March when he effortlessly took the second 
round of the 1976 British Sports Car Champion- 
ship at Silverstone on Monday. Lepp completely 
dominated the race, lapping the entire field and 
putting the others into the shade in terms of both 
speed and professionalism. In fact the Clubmans 
cars made the main excitement in this main race 
and in their own Tricentrol Championship round, 
won by Alan Webb’s U2 Mk18. Jim Walsh was on 
top form and took the Brush Fusegear FF 
ualifier unchallenged, while Colin Hawker 
(bFVW) and Rob Mason (Bevan Imp) took the 
Esso Uniflo Special Saloon races. The BRDC 
attracted 7000 paying 
in sunny but windy conditions. 
Two heats for the Brush Fusegear FFs were first 
on the agenda and in the first the local hero Jim 
Walsh (Royale RP21) pulled out a clear lead over 


Matthew Bente Van Diemen RF76 to win by’ 
mti had originally diced with Richard’ 


6s. Ar, 
Wills (MRE-Oselli 75F) until Wills went off at 
Maggotts on lap 7. Charlie Wills (Hawke DG11) 
thus took third in a Scholar one-two-three from 
Mike Morland’s Elden Mk10C in an otherwise 
pretty uneventful race. The second heat was 
closer, with John Bright (Royale RP21) dicing 
with Chris Skellern (Crosslé 30F) and Paul Smith 
(Royale RP21) throughout. Bright held the upper 
hand, though, and held off Skellern by keeping 
the inside line through Woodcote each time. 

The final was over 15 laps and came at the end 
of the day. Once again Walsh was unbeatable and 
detached himself at the front to win as he pleased. 
Skellern this time turned the tables on Bright and 
was able to ease away towards the end. Similarly, 
Smith was able to defeat Argenti after a duel. The 
first real battle was for sixth place and was won by 
the very capable 17-year-old ‘om Wood (Hawke 
DL11) from Charlie Wills and Alistair MacDonald 
(Merlyn-Scholar Mk24/29). Not a very inspirin 
race by FF standards, but Walsh won the APG 
Driver of the Day Award for his drive. 

George Bevan can always he relied on to do 
miracles with Imps and sure enough Roh Mason 
totally dominated the 1000cc Fisso Uniflo race in 
George's latest creation, winning by 20s. Second 
throughout was the Imp of Richard Oliver from 
Richard Belcher’s Anglia advertising hoarding. 
Young Andrew Hartwell’s Ray Payne-developed 
Hartwell Imp held off Péter Cartlidge’s A40- 
Holbay for fourth after they had both made bad 
starts. Mike Kirby (tsp won the 850 class after 
his nearest challenger Peter Day retired his two- 
cylinder Mini at mid-distance. 

The Tricentrol Clubmans round was very 
exciting but Alan Webb’s U2 Mk18 managed to 
lead throughout after Peter Cooke retired the 
amazing Harrison Mk7B with electrical trouble. 
Behind Webb a very close four-car rep battled 
for seconds eventually Dubliner David Manley 
muscled his U2 Mk17B into second ahead of 


ectators to the meeting — 


-Streaker’”’ (Lotus 35) fought 


Richard Mallock in Creighton Brown’s similar car 
(with rear bodywork loose), Tim Gath’s Mk16 and 
Peter Lovett’s Phantom P73. So hot was the race 
that Manley spun on the slowing down lapl 
Predictably, Alex Ferrada’s Ace Plant Hire U2 
Mk16B won the FF-engined class from a hairy 
dice involving Keith Money, Don Farthing and 
Steve Farthing (who spun at Woodcote on lap 9). 


John Beasley (Lister-Corvette) and Richard 
Thwaites (Brabham BTS) disputed the lead of the 
Rochas Classic Sports Car race throughout, the 
Lister actually closing on the Brabham under 
braking on occasions. Beasley got’ past the 
Brabham and held it off by 0.2s at the end, but 
Thwaites got the award as _the Lister is 
apparently not a Classic Sports Car, although he 
appears in the official results. Confused? So are 
we! Brian Cocks (Lotus 23B) nipped past Bobb 
Bell’s Lister-Jaguar and Mike Wood’s Elva Mk7& 
on the last lap for third place. Brewster Righter 
(Cobra), John Webb (Elan) and Jem Marsh 
(““Works” Marcos) won their classes. 


Alan Baillie’s March-bodied Viking 1A was 
another start to finish winner in the Monosposto 
formula race, winning easily from an equally safe 
Raymond Thomas (Revoray Mk2). After a 
moment on the second lap, pole man ‘The 

ee to third ahead 
of Trevor Scarratt (Brabham BT21B) and 
Anthony Ford (Emberton Mk2B). 


The feature race of the day was 35 laps for the 2- 
litre sports cars qualifying for the British Sports 
Car Championship. Regrettably, only 19 cars 
came to the grid, eight of which were Clubmans 
cars. John Lepp totally ruled the race and was 
never challenged. At the start, David Manley’s 
U2 came into contact with Colin Emery’s Rawlson 
and Bob Marsland’s Chevron B31. Manley was 
eliminated on the spot and Emery had to stop to 
rip off damaged bodywork. After six laps second 
man lain Mcl.aren (Chevron B26) was out with a 
blown engine, leaving Tony Charnell’s Mogil 
Chevron B31 second until his head gasket went at 
14 laps. So Robin Smith's Chevron B26 inherited 
second place ahead of ex-Sprite man Richard 
Sutherland (Chevron B23) and the driver of the 
race, John Davies, whose Bladon-Holbay BRI.7 
had not started the Clubmans race after trouble. 
When Smith's car started to misfire and 
Sutherland slowed towards the end, Davies 
looked like challenging for second position, only 
to be robbed by a puncture with six laps to go. So 
Lepp won by over a lap from the misfiring Smith, 
Sutherland, Marsland, Tim Gath’s U2 Mk16 and 
the dice of the race between Sid Marler (Gryphon 
C75), Peter Evans (Hustler SS4A) and Martyn 
Young (U2 Mk11/14B). 

Just 12 cars came to the grid for the large Esso 
Uniflo race, which Colin Hawker totally 
dominated in the twitchy DFVW, wining as he 
pleased from Mick Leary (an old friend of Gerry 
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Marshall) having a run in Tay Strawson's Capri- 
Chevrolet. Tony Dickinson’s Escort was third and 
the last car not to be me Vandervell Award 
leader David Carvell ( ooper S) won the 1300 
class after Peter Baldwin's Mini-BDA expired 


after seven laps. 
PETER RICHINGS 


Brush Fusegear Formula Ford heat 1 (10 laps): 1, Jim Walsh 
(Royale-Scholar RP21), 10m 46.6s, 89.53mph; 2, Matthew Argenti 
Van Diemen-Scholar RF76), 10m 52.6s; 3, Charlie Wills (Hawke- 

holar DL11), 11m 7.0s; 4, Mike Morland (Elden-Minister Mk10C), 
11m 13.6s. Fastest lap: Walsh, 1m 3.6s, 91.02mph 

Brush Fusegear Formula Ford heat 2 (10 laps): 1, John Bright 
(Royale-Smith RP21), 10m 51.6s, 88.84m h; 2, Chris Skeilern 
Crosslé-Scholar 30F), 10m 51.8s; 3, Paul Smith (Royale-Rowland 

P21), 10m 53.2s; 4, Peter Morgan (Royale-Davron RP21), 11m 
0.8s. Fastest lap: Skellern, 1m 4.0s, 90.45mph. 

Brush Aa aged Formula Ford Championship round, final (15 
laps): 1, Walsh, 16m 5.2s, 89.96mph; 2, Skellern, 16m 12.0s: 
3, Bright, 16m 14.8s; 4, Smith, 16m 18.6s; 5, Argenti, 16m 20.2s: 
6, Tom Wood (Hawke Scholar DL11), 16m 31.8s. Fastest lap: Walsh: 
1m 3.4s, 91.31mph. 

Esso Uniflo Special Saloon Car Championship round (12 laps) — 
overall and 851-1000cc: 1, Rob Mason (1.0 Hillman Imp), 13m 
26.6s, 86.12mph; 2, Richard Oliver (1.0 Hillman Imp), 13m 46.6s: 
3, Richard Belcher (1.0 Ford Anglia), 14m 0.0s; 4, Andrew Hartwell 
(1.0 Hillman imp), 14m 5.6s. Fastest lap: Mason, 1m 6.0s, 


87.81mph. Up to 850cc: 1, Mike Kirby (Hillman Imp), 78.05mph;. 


2, Graham Williams iene imp); 3, lan Andrews (Mini). Fastest 
ne Kirby, 1m 11.8s, 80.62mph, _ , — 

ricentro! Clubmans Sports Car Championship round (12 laps) — 
overall and fully modified: 1, Alan Webb (U2-Davron Mk18), 11m 
40.2s, 99.21mph; 2, David Manley (U2-Swindon Mk17B), 11m 
41.8s; 3, Richard Mallock (U2-Close Mk17B), 11m 45.8s:; 4, Tim 
Gath (U2-Davron Mk16), 11m 50.8s. Fastest lap: Webb, Manley, 
Gath, 57.4s, 100.58mph. FF-engined: 1, Alex Ferrada (U2-Davron 
Mk16B), 91.72mph; 2, Keith ney (U2-Davron Mk16); 3, Don 
pied a teey Mk16E). Fastest lap: Ferrada, 1m 2.2s, 
3.07mph. 

Rochas Classic Sports Car Championship round (10 laps) — 
overall: 1,John Beasley (5.3 Lister-Corvette), 10m 43.4s, 
89.97mph; 2, Richard Thwaites (2.7 Brabham-Climax BT8), 10m 
43.6s; 3, Brian Cocks (1.6 Lotus 23B), 11m 12.4s: 4, Bobby Bell (3.8 
Lister-Jaguar), 11m 13.0s. Front-engined GT ,over 3: y 
1, Brewster Righter (4.7 AC Cobra), 82.91mph; 2. Bob Linwood 7 
TVR Griffith); 3, John Goate (3.7 Aston Martin DB4GT). Fastest lap: 
Righter, 1m 7.0s, 85.89mph. Front-engined GT 1301-3000cc: 
1, John Webb (1.6 Lotus Elan), vig ag ad 2, Ken p+ XQ 6 Lotus 
Elan); 3, David Pratley (2.0 Marcos G7). Fastest lap: Webb, 1m 8.6s, 
84.39mph. Front-engined GT up to 1300cc: 1, Jem Marsh (1.3 
Marcos GT), 77.09mph; 2, Ralph Canby (1.2 Lotus Elite); 3, Martyn 
Field (1.1 AH Sprite). Fastest lap: Marsh, 1m 11.0s, 81.53mph. 
| ot men cars over 2000cc: 1, Beasley; 2, Thwaites; 3, Bell. 
Fastest lap: Thwaites, 1m 2.8s, 92.18mph. Sports-racing cars up to 
2000cc: 1, Cocks, 86.09mph; 2, Mike Wood (2.0 Elva B) Mk7S); 
A, ae Oustroumoff (1.2 Lola Mk1). Fastest lap: Wood, 1m 4.8s. 

.33mph. 

Monoposto Formula (10 laps): 1, Alan Baillie (Viking 1A), 10m 
11.6s, 94.65mph; 2, Raymond Thomas (Revoray Mk2), 10m 14.2s: 
3, “The Streaker"’ (Lotus 35), 10m 21.4s; 4, Trevor Scarratt (Brab- 
ham BT21B), 10m 24.2s; 5, aay Ford (Emberton Mk2B), 10m 
25.4s; 6, Paul Maxwell (Brabham BT21C), 10m 30.2s. Fastest lap: 
Thomas and “The Streaker", 59.8s, 96.8O0mph 

British Sports Car Championship round 2 (32 laps): 1, John Lepp 
(March-Hart 75S), 29m 30.4s, 104.63mph; 2, Robin Smith 
Chevron-Smith B26), 31 laps; 3, Richard Sutherland Chevron-Kelly 

23), 31 laps; 4, Bob Marsiand (Chevron-Hart B31), 30 laps: 5, Tim 
Gath (U2-Davron Mk16), 30 laps; 6, Sid Marler (Gryphon-Davron 
aa laps. Fastest lap: Lepp, 54.4s, 106.41 mph (establishes 
record). 

Esso Uniflo Special Saloon Car Championship round (12 laps) — 
overall: 1, Colin Hawker (3.0 DFVW), 11m 54.2s, 97.26mph; 2, Mick 
Leary (7.2 Ford Capri), 12m 33.6s; 3, Tony Dickinson (2.0 Ford 
Escort), 12m 50.8s; 4, David Carvel (1.3 Mini-Cooper S). Over 
1300cc: 1, Hawker; 2, Leary; 3, Dickinson. Fastest lap: Hawker, 
58.0s, 99.41mph. 1001-1300cc: 1, Carvel, 86.99mph; 2, Clive 
Sparkes (1.3 Mini-Cooper S); 3, Fred Smith (1.3 Mini-Cooper S). 
Fastest lap: Peter Baldwin (1.3 Mini-BDA), 1m 5.0s, 89 O6mph. 


LOTON PARK 


Lane beaten 
at last! 


Loton Park on Easter Monday provided Alister 
Douglas-Osborn with the opportunity to break 
Roy Lane’s monopoly on the RAC Hillclimb 
Championship, and ADO accepted the challenge 
in the best possible way by taking both the award 
for BTD and the Championship round. The rot 
had set in the — day at Harewood, when 
Alister lost to Roy by only 0.03s and convinced 
himself that the Champion could be beaten — it 
was merely a matter of time (in both senses!). 
With a warm, pleasant if overcast day, conditions 
were excellent for both hillclimbing and 
spectating and the Hagley & DLCC enjoyed one 
of the best crowds seen at Loton for many years. 
If Wiscombe saw a revival in hillclimbing 
fortunes, then Loton certainly provided further 
proof of its new found strength. 

The RAC Championship runs started in a 
rather spectacular fashion when Sir Nick 
Williamson’s March 741 struck the armco barrier 
on the very first corner when the baronet’s feet 
got entangled with the car’s pedals. However, no 
serious harm was done and with a more circum- 
spect approach on his second run, the former 

ampion was able to record his best time of the 
weekend (54.35) to finish in seventh place. Rob 
Turnbull beat two former Champions in the form 
of Mike MacDowel (driving Williamson’s March 
741) and David Hepworth (Hepworth FF) to 
qualify for the To “Fen and was clearly deter- 
mined to take the B&W Motors Brabham BT35 
into the Championship points with a very smooth 
if slightly unusual line up the hill. Havin 
qualified with.a time of 56.50, Turnbull’s secon 
run brought this down to an excellent 55.82 and 
eighth. 

Chris Cramer spent the weekend getting faster 
and faster in the Gruphalle Lager March 76A and 
the sight of this new “flagship of the hills” 
coming out of Loggerheads under full power, and 
without the slightest hint of a drift, must be 
counted as probably the most spectacular sight at 
Loton. However, Chris found the same problems 
as Sir Nick on the uphill curves and backed off 
slightly to record 54.27 for sixth place. 

t might be difficult to decide who had the 
better meeting, ADO or Martyn Griffiths, but on 
reflection it would probably be true to say that 
Martyn was completely overwhelmed by the way 
he was able to drive the Severn Advertising 


March 74B at Loton. A superb no-holds-barred 
first climb with the tail of the car snaking out of 
all the corners, tyres smoking under acceleration, 
had given Martyn an equal first with Roy Lane at 
the end of the first runs, and although he didn’t 
improve on the second climb, his 53.96 was good 
enough for third place. Lane seemed almost sub- 
dued and, despite great blasts of power from the 
Fenny Marine GM1, he never looked completely 
at home on the hill, so a second-run improvement 
to 53.88 was only fast enough for second place — 
the first time he has lost an RAC Championship 
round since Barbon in May of last year. 

David Franklin eaekty aot to grips with the hill 
and the Wendy Wools March was soon shooting 
up the track as if David had been driving it for 
years, but as the day wore on the climbs began to 
get more ragged as the quest for fractions of a 
second continued, and the last climb in a very re- 


spectable 54.08 was something of an auto- . 


crosser’s delight on the exit to most of the 
corners. 

Ken MacMaster continues to be his usual un- 
flurried self and, having kept last year’s car, he 
already knows most of the tricks which the neat 
little Modus is likely to play. With a qualifying 
time of 54.14 and a fastest Championship run just 
one-hundredth slower, Ken deserved better than 
his final fifth placing showed. : 

However one looks at it, the day was entirely 
dominated by ADO and the DFV-engined 
Pilbeam R22. On his first class run, he took the 
Motosail (Jersey) car up to a new class record of 
53.59 (just 0.08s off the hill record) and with 
another “53” climb quite simply dominated the 
class runs. His first Championship run was a real 
stormer, but late braking and lots of arm twirling 
at Triangle unsettled the car and it spun at 
Kee rams | final run was more sedate, but only 
slightly, and really gave the spectators good 
value for money, with plenty of hard braking and 
smoking tyres and a time of 53.82 to gain first 
place in the Loton Copnaglouats round for the 
second year running. The Championship is 
beginning to look wide open, and there are any 
number of potential winners. 


BOB COOPER 


Loton Park 
RAC Hillclimb Championship, round 2 


1, Alister Douglas-Osborn (3.0 Pilbeam R22), 53.82; 
2, Roy Lane (5.0 Fenny Marine GM1), 53.88; 
3, Martyn Griffiths (2.2 March 74B), 53.95; 
4, David Franklin (2.0 March 742), 54.08: 
5, Ken MacMaster (2.2 Modus M4), 54.15; 
6, Chris Cramer (3.4 March 76A), : 4.27; 
7, Sir Nicholas Williamson (3.0 March 741), 54.35; 8, Rob Turnbull 
(1.6 Brabham BT35), 55.82; 9, Richard Brown rg Martin BM16), 
55.92; 10, Richard Jones (2.0 Surtees TS10), 55.93. 


Championship positions: 1, Lane, 19; 2, Douglas-Osborn, 16; 3 


MacMaster, 14; 4, Williamson, 13; 5, Franklin, 11; 6, Griffiths, 10 
RAC Leaders Championship: 1, Dowson and Ward, 18; 3, Barter, 13 
4, Welch and Meredith, 12;6, Madge, 11. 


SANTA POD 


Crane lifts big Pod crowd 


Pete Crane was the hero of Santa Pod over the 
Easter weekend, during which over 50,000 people 
attended the Bedfordshire drag strip’s tenth anni- 
versary meeting. Crane, faced in the Top Fuel 
category with a straight fight with the American 
ace Don Garlits, produced a sensational 5.97s run 
with a terminal speed of 218mph, leaving Garlits 
(who was suffering mechanically) in his wake. 
A frantic qualifying session took place during 
Sunday for the Top Fuel and Funny Car classes. 
These took place every 20 minutes or so, inter- 
* yptae with the other racing, and on an average 
of two runs per car it was Pete Crane who 
emerged fastest at 6.37s with the Milodon/Storm- 
bringer. Next was Allan Herridge, driving the 
new Pod car (Milodon/Asphalt Alleygator) at 
6.41, with Clive Skilton in at 6.46, a surprising 
performance from the old Revolution Three car 
with the big Donovan motor. Owen Hayward was 
next at 6.58, but this was at the expense of the Ed 
Pink motor, so the team took the similar unit from 
their Houndog Funny; the Funny was withdrawn 
from competition after leading the pack at 6.8. 

Don Garlits was something of a mystery, for he 
qualified fifth at 6.93 after having a lot of ring 
trouble with the Milodon engine, and although 
many reckoned he was doing a “psyche” job of 
massive proportions there was no doubt that the 
engine was suspect. Pete Crane would be first to 
find out! The remaining spots went to Ron Picardo 
at 7.83 with the 426 Fire tly, Gerry Andrews (Pro 
Comp 427 Chev/Hemi-Hunter) at 8.3 and Tony 
Froome (354 Sundowner) at 11.6. 

As mentioned, Hayward withdrew from Funny 
Car, which left Dennis Priddle first at 6.8 with his 
Avenger, Liam Churchhill next at 7.11 in his 
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Capri, Roland Pratt (Avenger) at 7.3 and Peter 
Barnet at 7.7 in the ex-Skilton Vauxhall. All used 
variations on the old Chrysler 392 for power, and 
despite running a 7.3 in the “Gladiator” 
Milodon/Vega, Allan Herridge pulled out to leave 
a close four-car Funny field and concentrate on his 
Top Fuel drive. Dave Stone failed to qualify in the 
Chevy-powered Stardust, and Phil Elson cracked 
the block in his Capri/392. 

In Pro-Comp, Jim Read electrified everyone 
with a 7.8 in his 8392-powered ex-Priddle car, with 
Pat Cuss, in his injected 354 dragster. off form at 
9.44. Mike Hall cracked the block in his rail (also 
ex-Priddle), while Lawrence Burn in his immacu- 
late new Donovan dragster had minor problems 
which kept him from running. Jim Read went on 
to win comfortably on both days. 

On Monday, the crowd was the biggest ever 
seen at the strip, bringing the total to something 
over 50,000, and they were not disappointed, for 
the Top Fuel action was fantastic. The first run 
was Herridge and Picardo, who got crossed and 
switched lanes as Herridge thundered to a 
fantastic 6.29 at 215mph, Picardo clocking a 10.8. 
Hayward then had a lucky break when Tony 
Froome lost fire in his new car, letting him save 
his motor for later with a 6.7 at 200mph, shutting 
down early. Skilton was against Gerry Andrews’ 
Pro-Comp car, waited for the green comfortably, 
then poured it on to the 400yds mark and shut off 
at 6.7 (175mph) to 7.8 and 143mph for the game 
Chevy of Andrews. 

Then came the race of the day (the decade, 
even), when the truth would be known as to 
whether Garlits was faking or not. Crane, still a 
relative novice at the sport, had everything to 


gain and nothing to lose as the two cars, their 
oe eed Milodon engines barking and spitting at 
each other, edged into stage, Garlits significantly 
having done a very mild and careful burn-out to 
Crane’s usual smokescreen. Once again his 
headers were mage oil smoke, and taking a 
pi. he red-lit. Crane had already won even as 

too moved, only to pass Garlits within yards 
and charge on for a fantastic ovation. The 
commentary stopped for a moment; then, in 
hushed tones’. . .. FIVE! The remainder was lost 
in the cheering, but it was a 5.97 at 218mph, to 8.1 
for the man who was expected to annihilate the 
opposition. Pete Crane need never race again to 
remain a hero! 

But he did, and as luck would have it he lost toa 
perfect hole-shot from Skilton, who wound out a 
6.37 from his Donovan to Crane’s 6.03. Hayward 
was again lucky when Herridge lost drive firing 
up when the transmission jumped out of gear. 
Many people had tipped Skilton to win when 
doubts started to show about Garlits, and so it 


‘was to be as he left first against Owen, who was 


unlucky in drawing the oily lane, but still equalled 
Clive’s time of 6.37. A fantastic and popular 
ending to the day. , 

The oil on Hayward’s lane had come from Liam 
Churchill’s Euro-Exhausts Capri, which had split 
an oil filter in the final against Dave Stone in the 
Chevy Stardust car. He had got into the race 


when Priddle found a crack in the block of his * 


motor, and got the first round when Roland Pratt 
stalled. Liam had beaten Peter Barnett with a 
great 7.22 to 7.80, and looked set to win the final 
until the mishap. : 
Glene Jarvis won Pro Stock for Ford on the 
Monday when Howerd Smith did something 
nasty to his Nova, Gary Goggin having dropped a 
valve when poised to win on Sunday, while ‘ony 
Dickson had burnt a piston in winning. John 
Ledster was unlucky with minor problems but got 
his 289 Mustang down to 11.4 vindicating all the 
chassis work carried out on it. Oo 
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European FF series starts 
this weekend at Zolder 


After a three year absence, it seems 
that European FF is back. We 
received a telex last week from Jim 
Vermeulen of the Dutch Formula 
Ford club announcing the good 
news, if somewhat late as he has 
been away recently. 


The championship is over six 
rounds, of which five will count, 
which is just as well as the first 
round is this weekend at Zolder. The 
series will be run to British regula- 
tions, and Vermeulen says in his 
telex that English trained scruti- 
neers could be at some rounds to 
strip engines. 


Rounds take place in Belgium, 
Holland, Germany, Austria, Sweden 
and at Thruxton in that order. Each 
circuit will have to find its own 
sponsor as the prize money is sub- 
stantial. Points are scored at 20 fora 
win down to tenth place, with 50 
Swiss francs being paid per point, 
which means approximately £200 
prize money for first place. However, 
no travel money will be paid but nor 
will there be any race entry fees. In 
most cases, there will be adequate 


time for practice, although finalists 
may have to be sorted out with heats 
and final depending on the number 
of entries. 

The rounds’. organised by 
Vermeulen are as follows: April 25, 
Zolder, Belgium; May 9, Zandvoort, 
Holland; May 23, Mainz-Finthen, 
Germany; August 11, Osterreichring 
Zeltweg, Austria; August 22, 
Mantorp Park, Sweden; September 
12, Thruxton, England. 

Vermeulen also gave details of the 
Benelux championship for which 
prize money is rather less at five 
Swiss Francs per point, paid at the 
end of the season, but the travelling 
is rather less as all races take place in 
Benelux countries. The first of these 
races is at the Goodyear circuit in 
Luxembourg on May 2. Vermeulen 
says that already drivers from Den- 
mark, Sweden, Norway, 
Germany, Belgium and Holland 
have expressed interest. For any 
further information on both series, 
drivers can contact Vermeulen at 
Valkenboskade 76-90, The Hague, 
Holland, or by phone at 07- 
635904/60 2002 or by telex to 31519. 


Smoke without... 


RAC rallycross | smoke 


series dates 
announced 


It seems that the RAC/Embassy 
Rallycross championship has finally 
found its dates and venues. They are 
announced in the latest RAC Motor 
Sport bulletin and contrary to 
popular opinion, it transpires that 
ae re not all organised by TEAC. 
There are five events in the cham- 
pionship, two at Lydden (both TEAC 


organised), two at Snetterton (one | 


TEAC, one West Suffolk MC and 
SCCON), and one at Longridge to be 
organised by Longton and District 
Motor Club. Drivers must register 
with the RAC as championship con- 


tenders. : 

Full dates are: July 25, Longridge; September 
12, Lydden; September 26, Snetterton; October 
17, Snetterton; November 7, Lydden. 


Brown’s 
Mazdas 


The name of John Brown crops up 
again in motor racing with the an- 
nouncement of another two car 
team, but this isn’t the John Brown 
Wheels team, this is the John Brown 
Motors team. John Brown is Edin- 
burgh’s main Mazda dealer and 
recently introduced two smart 
Mazda RX8 Coupés Po caren by 
Arian Automotive. ith drivers 
Chris Jones and Vic Covey, who both 
raced RX3s last year, John Brown 
Racing will contest the Scottish Pro- 
duction saloon car championship at 
Ingliston and Knockhill, as well as 
making the occasional foray south of 
the border to contest the Radio One 
series. Two visits to Kirkiston are 
also planned. Brown’s are also 
seeking another major sponsor from 
a Scottish company, but so far have 
been let down twice. 


4a 


The BRDC’s regulation that com- 
petitors mandatory fire resistant 
clothing should be checked by the 
RAC scrutineer before practice and 
race has come up against a problem 
raised by the RAC. They say that 
scrutineers don’t have a recognised 
standard on which to base their 
approval of such clothing, so while 
confirming their original desire that 
competitors should wear such 
clothing, the RAC recommend that 
a competitor should be required to 
sign saying that he will be wearing 
such clothing. 


Utley posts 
record threat 


With a best time of 88.61s on his last 
run, Mike Utley took £50 and the 
lead in the Newmans Footwear 
sponsored Lancashire AC Sprint 
Championship at the first round at 
Wood Vale on Easter Sunday. 
Utley’s time is believed to be well 
inside the record for the 2.4 mile 
course, but figures were not 
available. 

Only 36 entries turned out and 
four timed runs gave everyone a 
chance to set a respectable time. One 
of the most impressive of these was 
the 90.77 of Mike Newman in a 2.3 
litre Firenza Newman will be racing 
at various circuits. He beat his class 
bogey by a wide margin. 

ompetition was particularly close 
in the single-seater class, where Mike 
Chapman took the award in Utley’s 
Brabham BTS35. He did 89.78 to head 
Andrew Waring in a Brabham BT38 
by 0.3s. Brian Williams’s Brabham 
was sidelined in practice when he 
cracked the sump bottoming on the 
second corner. 


BTD: M. Utley (Brabham BT35), 88.61s. 

Class winners: B. Sutcliffe (Mini-Cooper S), 
106.33s; M. Newman (2.3 Vauxhall Firenza), 
90.77s; S. Beamish (Mini-Clubman), 104.61s; C. 
Wiid (Ford Capri), 106.40s: G. Tipton (Jaguar E), 
105.60s: C. Cooper (MG Midget), 105.04s; M 


} Chapman (Brabham BT38), 89.79s. 


Austria, | 


events. 


Not such a good Easter for Trevor Scarborough as he rams his Mexico into 


Rufforth’s rather frangible armco. 


Turpin shows old form 


The BTRDA Autocross Champion- 
ship got under way in fine weather 
and with a fair entry at the South 
Hams MC event at East Crawle, 
near Kingsbridge on Easter Sunday, 
and Mike Turpin, who had threat- 
ened to resign from competition be- 
cause of business and other committ- 
ments, was back with a bang. His 
Turpin Special, with the Ford unit in 
the back, flew round three laps of a 
1000yds course in 1m 7.0s, leaving 
Nick Seymour’s Volnik languishing 
in the dust to the tune of 4.4s. 
Fog delayed practice by half an 
hour but the Revolution Oils 
sponsored meeting soon caught up 
and a fair crowd saw some fairly 
close class struggles. One of the 
closest saw Bob Mack narrowly 
defeat Clive Trueman in the 1300 
front-engined RWD class, the 
margin between the two Escorts 
being a mere 0.3s. The surprise here 
was the complete lack of form of Bob 
Merridale, who was never in the hunt 
with his Escort. The 850 Mini class 
produced a scrap between A. Taylor 
and J. Hawkins, the former gettin 
home by slightly more than a second, 
and a similar margin separated the 
two leading 1-litre Minis, with 


Gauloises 


back NDRC 
pro-comp 


Friday’s Snetterton drag meeting 
saw the first round of the 
GauloisesINDRC pro-comp cham- 
pionship. Gauloises, manufacturers 
of the Disque Bleu French cigarette 
have come into drag racing in a big 
way with a cash injection which now 
totals £2500 for the championship 
and means more prize money at eac 

championship event as well as an end 
of season pay-out. The championship 
is over six rounds and will be con- 
tested only at National Drag Racing 


@ Porsche main dealers Swinford 
Motors of Stourbridge, Worcs, who 
supported John Cooper and Nick 
Faure at Le Mans last year, are 
joining up with Cooper’s 1976 
sponsors ferone conn Ltd and 
Squire Steel Stockholders Ltd to 
sponsor his 1976 BARC Modsports 
bid in the Porsche Carrera. 


Southerner Trevor Smith putting it 
across Midlander Frank Morris by 
1.2s. 

In the big Minis class, the Terry 
Smith Mini-Ford easily conquered 
the more conventional Dave Basker- 
ville machine, the margin being 1.8s, 
while Baskerville was hounded by 
P. Fidler who was only 0.8s away in 
third. 

The most popular class with 17 
starters, was the rally car class, and 
Phil Lane blew off the Escorts by 
1.5s with Mike Blake and Les Lock 
separated by a whisker. ‘Nobby’ 
Cresswell’s big Escort had the 
biggest class win of the day (by 
almost 7s) and Rob Gibson’s Sprite 
was over 3s quicker than Ron 
Easton’s TVR Vixen, the South 
Hams president only getting in one 
run. Terry Westley put. his 2-litre 
VW 5s ahead of eight others in the 
rear-engined class. 


BTD: M. Turpin (1.6 Turpin-Ford Spl), 1m 7.0s. 

Class winners: M. Hill (Lancia Fulvia); 1m 21.2s; 
A. Taylor (850 Mini), 1m 22.2s; B. Mack (1.3 Ford 
Escort), 1m 21.6s; R. Gibson (AH Sprite), 1m 
16.0s; T. Westley (2.0 VW), 1m 22.4s; T. Smith (1.0 


Mini-Cooper S), 1m 20.3s; R. Cresswell (1.8 Ford 


Escort), 1m 19.6s; T. Smith (Mini-Ford), 1m 17.2s; 
N. Seymour (2.0 Voinik Volvo Spl), 1m 11.4s; P. 
Lane (Mini), 1m 21.7s. 


Back in 


the field 


Former 750 driver Martin Field, a 
22-year-old glassblower for EMI, is 
entering the_world of classic cars. 
He’s driving the ex-Donald Healey 
Austin Healey Sprite, the prototype 
which raced in the 1964 Targa Florio. 
The car is now owned by Midcliffe, a 
building sub-contracting firm of 
Dunstable, and Field intends to race 
it in the Rochas/Classic Car series, as 
well as possibly taking it to a race at 
the Nurburgring, where it did so well 
in the 60s. 


@ There were almost as many tests 
as competitors when Trackrod MC 
attracted a mere 18 contestants for 
their autotest at Full Sutton, near 
York, last Sunday. Fastest on the 16 
tests was John Wylie in his Lotus 7, 
who totalled 703.6s. A good tussle 
for second best time went to T. 
Riordan in an Escort just 3.3s 
behind, while G. T. Brown (RS1600), 
a class winner like Riordan, was 
third on 709.8. The other two classes 
went to Ian Waddington (Mini) in 
747.4 and Stephen Mills (1.3 Cooper 
S) in 736.1s. 
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Making their first appearance at the 
International Silverstone meetin 
were Red Arrow Racing sponsor 
by Early Bird Sky Couriers. Red 
Arrow Racing is the brainchild of 
Desmond Burke Kennedy with 
David Manley doing the driving and 
Bernard Manley mastermindin 
things. Manley, of course, is we 
known in Irish Clubmans racing, and 
indeed, that’s the class the team are 
contesting. 

The smart equipe are contestin 
the Tricentrol form mans series an 
the Sytner of Nottingham champion- 
ship as well as some Irish races of 
course with their Mallock U2- 
Swindon Mk 17B, the de Dion sus- 
pended car. 

Early Bird are specialists in 
delivering by special courier, im- 

ortant documents, spare parts, 
oesder documents, product samples 
etc. Deliveries are made within hours 
from London to over 90 cities around 
the world. Speed and reliability are 


Seymour takes 


Nick Seymour in his Volvo-powered 
special found adequate revenge in 
the second of the Easter BTRDA 
Autocross Championship events, 
held at Feondhenmennn, near 
Newton Abbot, on Monday. 
Seymour beat his arch-rival Mike 
Turpin by 0.2s, and they are now 
equal in the championship points 
standings. A total of 76 competitors 
found conditions extremely dusty, 
and in the end only two cars ran 
together in this Haldon MC event. 
Mike Hill took his second class win 
in succession with the Fulvia, but 
David Scheldt was within 0.1s of him 
and actually led on the first run. 
Another close battle saw Clive 
Trueman take the 1300cc front- 
engined RWD class, beating Len 
Croxton by only 0.1s, while Bob 
Merridale had his Escort in better 
shape and finished third. Once again, 
Rob Gibson commanded the sports 
car class and his Sprite was 4s 
— than Jim Weald’s Sprite; 
on Easton’s TVR had succumbed 
the previous day, so he had to fall 


Quiz final 


Chess Valley MC and Vauxhall 
Motors’ Recreation Club (motoring 
section) are the two clubs who'll be 
hoping to boost their coffers by £100 
at the final of Bucks and Herts 
Newspaper Group Motor Club quiz 
at Hemel Hempstead Motors, 
London Road, Hemel Hempstead on 
Tuesday, April 27. 

The final is to be co-sponsored b 
the Allied Polymer Group who will 
have Ari Vatanen, Peter Bryant and 
their works Escort RS1800 in 
attendance. Other cars present in- 
clude Tom Walkinshaw’s Team 
Castrol/London Sports Car Centre 
GI Capri II with Walkisckaw also in 
attendance, David Butler’s ex-Ron 
Douglas mid-engined _rallycross 
Escort and Jack Hemming’s 
FF2000. Proceedings start at 7.30 
pm. . 


his revenge 


David Manley — two English cham- 
pionships. 
utmost in the business, and that’s 


why they chose the medium of motor 
racing to project their image. 


back on his MGB GT, which got him _ 
nowhere. 

Terry Westley’s VW and Trevor 
Smith’s 999 Cooper S both collected 
their second wins, but Graham 
Hoare (VW) initially headed 
Westley. Smith’s duel with Frank 
Morris was again fairly close, but the 
Mini-Ford driver was just over a 
second off the pace. In the bi 
Escort class, ““Nobby”’ Cresswell an: 
Jeffrey George were as before from 
the previous day, but Cresswell’s 
winning margin was down to 1.7s. In 
the nine-strong big Mini section, 
Tony Gover’s 1340cc car headed 
Dave Blaber’s 1298cc version by a 
whisker, and in the rally car class 
Les Lock put his Escort 2s ahead of 
Phil Lane’s Cooper. 


BTD: N. Seymour (2.0 Voinik-Volvo Spl). 85.2s. 

Class winners: M. Hill (Lancia Fulvia), 98.1s; J. 
Hawkins (850 Mini), 95.7s; C. Trueman (1.3 Ford 
Escort), 98.6s; R. Gibson (AH Sprite), 90.0s; T. 
Westley (2.0 VW), 95.9s; T. ep .0 Mini-Cooper 
S), 93.2s; R. Cresswell (1.8 Ford Escort), 94.0s: T. 
Gover Gs Mini-Cooper S), 94.65; M. Turpin (1.6 
— ord Spl), 85.4s; L. Lock (Ford Escort), 

Os. 


Crump wins 


Bury St Edmunds driver Barry 
Crump took BTD with his big- 
engined Mini at the Dereham & 
DMC autocross at Shipdham airfield 
near Dereham on Easter Sunday. 

Crump had a best run of 109.1s, 
defeating Rod Turner’s Voodoo 11 
by just over 2s, and the latter had to 
be satisfied with a class win as he 
finished some 3s ahead of Norman 
Bradshaw in his Bradbuilt. 

There was some good scrapping in 
the classes. In the Clubmans 
category, Peter Banham finished 
0.1s ahead of N. Helm, Banham’s 
Status coming from behind to beat 
Helm’s Escort. Only 0.2s separate 
the 1-litre Mini class leaders, Phil 
Manser pipping Roger Frere, and in 
the big Escort class Tony Morris 
finished only 0.3s ahead of Chris 
Gamble. 


-who Vary out a stron 


Stringer takes 
another BTD 
towards title 


Steve Stringer took another step 
towards a possible RAC Autotest 
Championship win by collectin 
BTD with ease down at Portsmout 
airport last Sunday, the venue of the 
Southsea MC’s round. Only 27 
competitors turned up to tackle 
eight tests twice and Stringer’s 
Lotus 7 was miles ahead of the 
opposition. 

wo of the class winners won 
despite collecting penalties. Geoff 
James, in his Mini-Cooper, headed 
John Larkin’s similar car by 5s and 
Dick Squires (Sprite), despite a 
clanger on the second test, finished 
7s up on Peter Cox. The latter class 
was Ted at halfway by Mike Halliday, 
10s lead in 
his Sprite but suffered fuel pump 
trouble immediately after the break, 
this ruined his concentration and he 
put up a fail. He still finished third. 

The biggest surprise was in the 
saloon class, where John Calton won 
in his Mexico by a distance, but one 
of the five women entries, Miss Jane 
Yoward, was second in her Toyota 
1000 despite collecting a fail and two 
penalties. Seven other men were 
shamed in the process. 

BTD: S. Stringer (Lotus 7), 492.7s. 

Class winners, 
630.0s; G. James 
Calton (Ford Escort Mexico), 589.9s; P. Coombes 
ey! - rtina), 699.7s; R. Squire (A-Sprite), 


Smailes out 
of luck 


Geoff Smailes was again out of luck 
at Snetterton last Sunday. Plagued 
with handling problems, a legacy of 
his recent Brands shunt, the hard- 
trying South African was making 
— a a in the second FF 1600 

eat with everything working OK 
again. Following a fellow country- 
man into Russell bend he was forced 
to change course, to avoid an 
accident that never happened, got 
onto the marbles on the outside and 
slam into the Armco and back to 
square one. 

After his previously successful 
weekend at Caldwell Park where he 
finished second, Geoff Smailes 
narrowily escaped being in the wars 
at Thruxton on Monday in the DJM 
FF event. While lying fairly well up, 
Smailed had an enormous excursion 
on the grass at Church corner, and 
was lock to get the car back on the 
track FER finish. 


Manners returns 


Dave Manners made a welcome 
return to Formula Ford 1600 at 
Rufforth. Dave was a prominent 
driver in Northern FF until forced 
out for financial reasons some four 
years ago. He has bought John 
Simpson’s Nike Mk10B and was 
quickly back in the groove on Easter 
Saturday, although taking it fairly 
__ in his first race since his lay- 
off. 


P. Cornwell (Mini-Cooper, 


Unfortunatel 


Mini-Cooper S), 530.4s; J.’ 


sports extra 


Mini versus 
McLaren 


One does not expect a Mini, however 
+ i peor to be able to challenge a 

cLaren M14 for BTD at a sprint, 
but it happens down in the West 
Country at the tight, demandin 
630yds of the Tregrehan hill climb 
near St Austell. 

In fact, half a dozen cars were in 
with a chance of taking the best 
time, including a Clan, a Brabham 
and a pair of Nikes in various guises. 
In the end the power won, Chris Cuff 
putting up 21.06s in the McLaren, 
although he would have liked to have 
counted a practice run of 20.60 as 
this beat the course record by a 
fraction. 

Arthur Curnow’s Brabham was 
second best in 21.13 which gave him 
the single-seater class from the 
Nikes of Eddie Simpson and Tony 
Hart, who were very closely matched 
on 21.80 and 21.82 respectively. But 
John Milford in his 1293 Cooper S 
was quicker than both the Nikes in 
21.66, the other 21s bracket man 
being Don Statton in his Clan 
Crusader with 21.90. 

One or two class battles were 
heated. Mike Davis (999 Mini), put it 
across the Riley Elf of Jeremy 
Tonkin by 0.11s, and Mike Vanstone 
(998 Imp) and Peter Mansell 
(Renalut/Gordini) were one tenth 
apart in the rear-engined class. 

Melvin Trayhurn’s 3-litre Capri 
had almost a second’s advantage 
over Tony Prigg, who shared the 
driving, but Statton’s fine time in 
the Clan was closely féllowed by 
Garry Morse in another Clan just 
0.2s off the class. 


BTD: C. Cuff (McLaren M14), 21.06s. 
Class winners: M. Davis (1.0 Mini), 23.15s; J. 


Milford (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 21.66s; M. Vanstone 
a Imp), 23.15s; M. Trayhurn (3.0 Ford 
pri), 22.67s; D. Statton (Clan Crusader), 


21.90s; J. Waters (AH Sprite), 23.06s; A. Grenfell 
Mallock U2), 22.66s; A. Curnow (Brabham), 
1.13s; A. Blight (1934 Talbot), 25.48s. 


New Vauxhall 


Norwich driver Phil Clarke, debuted 
Team Iceni’s new 2.3 Vauxhall 
Firenza at Snetterton last Sunday. 
The Tricentrol prepared twin-cam 
powered car was being sponsored on 
a trial basis for that meeting only b 

Crane Fruehauf Trailers Ltd, 
manufacturers of commercial vehicle 
bodies and trailers. The outfit 


a coming together 
in the Brush Fusegear EF final at 
Silverstone on Monday involved 
Jack Sears’ son David who is having 
his first season in racing. His Van 
Diemen RF76 lost a wheel in the con- 
fusion which was really someone 
else’s accident! 


@ An innovation at the Lydden 
rallycross was a parade of drivers 
before the run-offs. With mechanics 
driving the cars, drivers perched on 
their machines’ bonnets and waved 
at the crowds; the crowds waved 
back, and everyone was happy. 


suffered mixed fortune; the 5 speed 
gearbox catching out Phil at the 
start and he was last away. Quickly 
recovering, up to ninth, and going 
well, a rear tyre deflated as he 
negotiated Sear, spinning the car out 
of the day’s proceedings. 


BTD: B. Crump (Mind, 109.1s. 

Class winners: P. Banham (Status), 115.4s; D. 
Moore (Mini), 116.8s; P. Manser (Mini-Cooper S), 
115.6s; T. Morris (Ford Escort), 116.3s; D. Keeler 
Mini), 117.2s; P. Walters (MG Midget), 129.9s; R. 

urner (Voodoo 11), 111.2s. Ladies: Mrs Butler 
(Special), 137s. 
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Bob Howlings, pictured above at Oulton Park last Friday in his Brabham 


BT36, is said to be giving up racing — again. 


Records day 
at Talbenny 


The Talbenny sprint course record 
down in west Wales was shattered 
three times and three class records 
were also bettered at a fine Easter 
Sunday run by Pembrokeshire MC. 
Milford Dale farmer David Morris 


took his Ensign round on his second’ 


run in 90.75s to better his own record 
of last year of 91.70, and the big 
surprise was in the sports racing 
class where Brian Wilson did 91.16 
and a slightly slower time also to 
beat the record with his Clubmans 
U2. Brian took the class from brother' 
John, who was more than 1}s off the 
pace in the same car. 

set his annual trip to the 
Principality, Neil Johnstone from 
the Midlands clipped a handsome 2s 
off his own class record with his 
much-modified Cooper S, and Ernie 
Preece went one better by slicing 
more than 2s off his mod sports car 
class record. 

A fine Escort-Allegro battle in the 
standard car class saw victory go to 
Des Douche in the Escort by 0.4s 
from Peter Waldon, both quick times 
coming on their second runs. 


“BTD: D. Morris (Ensign), 90.75s, (record). 

Class winners: M. Davies for anstey 103.7s; 
J, McPherson (Mini-Cooper S), 116.9s; D. Douche 
Ag Escort), 110.Qs; . Johnstone (Mini-Cooper 

, 102.25; (record); E. Preece (MG Midget), 101.9s 
(record); B. Wilson (Mallock U2), 91.1s (Record); 
W. Morris (Ensign), 93.5s. 


Wellhausen 
makes a point 


Anyone who still rails at the 
“inconveniences’’ of modern safety 
coo aig in club racing should 

ave been at Rufforth on Saturday. 
On lap 3 of the modsports race Hike 
Wellhausen’s Jaguar E broadsided 
coming out of the fast Foss Curve 
and slammed into the pits armco 
with great force. The armco bent but 
held (thereby avoiding carnage in the 
pit area). The Jaguar rebounded into 
the road, a fire breaking out as the 
fuel tank was wrenched from its 
oscar td during the impact. The 
BRSCC (N) marshals put out the fire 
and had the race stopped with 
commendable speed, while 
Wellhausen (who was later released 
from hospital with apparently little, 
worse than a stiff neck, although he 
was briefly knocked unconscious) 
was protected by the roll cage of his 
otherwise devastated car. Point 
taken? 
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Casualties 
re-emerge 
at Rufforth 


A number of recent casualties 
(human and mechanical) were back in 
action again at Rufforth. Valli, 
feeling and certainly not looking any 
the worse for her Snetterton testing 
accident, was back at the wheel of 
her Biba/Croft Midget which has 
received a new body/chassis unit, 
and eventually finished third in class 
after setting a new class lap record. 
Tony Barley’s Royale RP21 had 
received a new chassis since it 
departed into the bales at Caldwell 
the Peevicds Sunday during Barley’s 
duel with Rod Bremner. Perhaps 
most surprising of all was that Jon 
Fletcher’s famous old Glazepta Elan 
was back in action six days after 
having the chassis severely bent and 
two corners knocked off in a heavy 
coming together with the Llandow 
armco—thanks to prodigious efforts 
put in by Jon’s helpers. 


Formula Ford tangle at Rufforth. A surprised Ted Blane finds himself not 
only involved with one of the infamous oil drums, but with Rick Whyman, 


a close one 


With four drivers getting below 32s, 
excitement was high at _ the 
Nuneaton MC’s sprint at 
Curborough last Sunday. Ice cool as 
ever, Bob Rose took BTD with his 
McLaren M14D for, after spinnin 

on his first outing, he posted 31.5 an 

sat back to see if it could be bettered. 

At the time it seemed a good bet, 
for none of the other contenders were 
knocking on the door, although John 
Ravenscroft had wound up the 
Lyncar tO some purpose and did 
31.7, with the rest some way back. 

But things changed dramatically 
as the afternoon wore on. Poor 
Ravenscroft never had a chance to 
improve for his father stuffed it 
into the bank severely on the exit 
from the hairpin, but Dave Harris 
and David Render were after Rose 
with a vengeance. Harris blasted his 
McLaren round in 31.8 and then 
Render, still without the right 

earing for the new Render-Lotus 76 

pecial, strained every nerve and 
stopped the clock at 31.9. 

The single-seaters were not alone 
in providing the excitement, for four 
of the classes were decided by less 
than a second. Malcolm Orme’s 
Porsche 911S did Chris Milner’s 
Capri by a tenth, Stan Appleton had 
0.6s in hand over Ken Hubbard in 
their MGB/Sunbeam Tiger battle, 
and Alan Wood, king of the sports 
car class, had to fight off a very 
determined Cyril Baxter in their 
Elan/Marcos confrontation. 

The best class struggle was that 
between David Stephenson, (ex- 
navigator) in an Imp and Mini man 
Bill Hollins. The lead changed from 
run to run, Stephenson finally 
getting the class by 0.2s. 

BTD: R. Rose (5.0 McLaren-Chevrolet M140), 


31.5s. 

Class winners: M. Orme (2.0 Porsche 9115S), 
41.4s; R. Hill fue Ford Escort TC), 43.1s; D. 
Stephenson (Hillman Imp), 40.3s; R. Rowan (Ford 
Anglia), 37.5s; S. Appleton (MGB), 43.0s; A. Wood 
(Lotus Elan), 35.4s; A. Hin  (Malleck U2), 35.5s; 

. Ravenscroft (Lyncar MS4), 31.7s. Best 
Nuneaton: J. Stonnard (JAS/Mercury), 38.7s. 


trying to drive over the back of his Crossle. Whyman’s March continued to 


s away. 
A us sai 


Briefly 


@ The RAC intend to have a further 
series of their seminars for groups 
within the sport such as Clerks of the 
Course etc, following their successful 
stewards seminars. They will be held 
under the auspices of the Motor 
Sport Training Trust and details will 
be available later. 


@ The RAC are hoping to arrange a 
meeting between scrutineers and 
manufacturers to simplify the pro- 
posed information forms for pro- 
duction cars. In the meantime, the 
RAC point out that they would 
appreciate hearing from anyone who 
feels that an ammendment should be 
made to the Autocar Buyer’s Guide. 


@ We were very sorry to hear that 
Bryan Eccles’ injuries sustained at 
Wiscombe the weekend before last 
were worse than at first thought, 
and Eccles lost a leg as a result. We 
wish him a rapid recovery and that 
he’ll be back in circulation soon. 
@ It was announced at Harewood 
that a 18th round in_ the 
Guyson/BARC_ Hillclimb Cham- 
pionatip will definitely be held at 
helsley Walsh on July 11. 
@ Boosting the Ferrari entries in 
Monday’s Thruxton race was a 
contingent from France. They 
brought over five interesting cars, 
including the highest placed road 
car, Emile Balthazard’s Daytona. 
@ The Borough 18 MC are pro- 
moting a special novices rally with 
93 miles on maps 177 and 188 
(metric) called the Squires rally. Un- 
fortunately they omitted to give 
us the date but entries are £3 and 
may be obtained from Jack Diaper, 3 
Acorn Road, Gillingham, Kent. 
@ In an effort to ensure that the 
racing calendar in all its aspects is 
more satisfactory for 1977, the RAC 
race committee have recommended 
that preliminary notifications of any 
racing championship proposed for 
1977 should be passed to the Motor 
Sport Division by June 15. 
@ The RAC has been notified that 
the Snell Foundation have dis- 
certified all helmets made by 
Premier Pacific Co of California. The 
model that has led to this action is 
the Premier One, and there may be 
some of these helmets available in 
this country. 
@ Class lap record holder Mike Gue 
was an unfortunate non-starter from 
the Thoroughbred sports car race at 
Thruxton on Monday. During 
practice, his Lotus Elite caught fire 
and, while bodily it was undamaged, 
the car couldn’t be put right for the 
race, but he hopes to be at Le Mans 
in a couple of weeks’ time. 
@ New agent for Crossle in the 
United States is Skip Barber. He's 
using the FF car in his School of 
High Performance Driving and in his 
Formula Ford racing series. He in- 
tends to keep up the high standard 
of service of all Crossle agents. 
@ Robin Gray, who set the fastest 
lap in the Wintield trophy run at 
Goodwood for Winfield pupils, but 
was later excluded due to an error, 
has still to find a permanent drive. 
Scotsman Gray had arranged to buy 
a Tiga, but sponsorship problems 
intervened, and now Gray looks to 
be restricted to a couple of hire deals. 
@ Rod Bremner made himself 
We ed with the chicane marshals 
at uxton on Monday, for during 
the DJM FF qualifier the Canadian 
made rather too hasty a restart after 
a moment at the chicane. The 
marshals’ subsequent report earned 
Bremner a meeting later with the 
stewards. 
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Wheels within wheels 


cause Mini chaos at Brands 


After problems incurred at Llandow, 
Ron Elkins of Leyland took the un- 
likely step of ringing Leyland Chal- 
lenge 1275 GT competitors for 
Brands last week to tell them not to 
run 12 in wheels if they weren't 
Denovos. On Sunday this was 
rivalled by the statement that such a 
move couldn't be made unless there 
was paperwork to support it, and 
this was then rivalled with a further 
statement from Leyland’s repre 
sentative that the wheels had been 
found in very recent testing not to be 
safe. The situation now rests in that 
competitors don’t know which 
wheels they’ll be able to use at the 
next meeting. 

It all started at Llandow where 
four standard 12 in wheels, and one 
10 in, came off. Leyland obviously 
went away and did their own testing, 
for on Thursday, Elkins telephoned 
the majority of competitors to say 
that only Wenn 12in' and 10in 
wheels should be used at Brands on 


Sunday. Apart from the fact that 


Jon earns 
his champers 


At Oulton Park on Good Friday 
Jonathan Dooley’s Alfa Romeo 2000 
GTV was directed towards the Old 
Hall sleepers by Phil Dowsett’s 
Capri to the detriment of the Italian 
car’s bodywork front and back. Sur- 
veying the wreckage afterwards, 
Gerry Marshall doubted Jonathan’s 
ability to present the car on the grid 
at Snetterton two days later. Gener- 
ous to a fault, Gerry wagered 
Jonathan a bottle of champagne that 
the Alfa would not be there. Come 
Sunday morning, there was the Alfa, 
sans lights and bumpers, presented 
for scrutineering and pronounced 
raceworthy but ineligible because 
Group 1 cars must have lights and 
bumpers. Consternation, as 
Jonathan saw the champagne slip- 
ping from his grasp, when who 
should arrive on the scene but 
BRSCC Midland Centre secretary 
Ron Overend, innocently stewarding 
for the day, and also the owner of an 
immaculate, unraced GTV which 
soon lost its lights and bumpers to 
the Dooley racer. And Gerry came 
up with the champagne! 


Derek’s day 


A surprise entry for the FF2000 race 
at Oulton Park was last year’s cham- 
pion Derek Lawrence at the wheel of 
an Elden. Although happy enough 
with the car, however, Derek felt the 
preparation left something to be 
desired and when the bodywork 
came off during practice, he decided 
to call the whole thing off. He was 
little better off in:his Alfasud in the 
Keith Prowse race for the engine ex- 
pired in a cloud of smoke just before 
the end while lying third in class 
behind Bernard Unett’s Avenger GT 
and Malcolm Wayne’s Alfasud. 


® The ladies of the BMRMC 
awarded their ‘Dish of the Day’ 
award at Silverstone on Monday to 
Geoff Farmer who is making a racing 
comeback in his Imp following his 
horrifie accident at Mallory in 1974. 
Unfortunately Farmer did not start 
the race after trouble in practice. 
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converting a 12in Mini to a 10in is 
not the sort of operation to be under- 
taken on the Thursday before 
Easter, neither the BRSCC nor the 
chief scrutineer were advised, 
although Leyland’s eligibility man 
Mike Garton knew about it. 

Come Sunday, competitors arrived 
with their cars on everything — 
strengthened 12in in some cases, 
10in and Denovo wheels. Through- 
out Sunday, various meetings took 
place with competitors, scrutineers, 
eligibility scrutmeers, stewards, etc, 
in varying combinations and the 
mood changed from ‘no strength- 
ened steel 12in” to ‘‘we’re only 
racing for fun, no points” to ‘‘we 
don’t recommend 12in steels, they’re 
not safe’. It was pretty chaotic and 
the situation now rests in that com- 
petitors have still to be notified as to 
which wheels they may race at the 
next round of the series. However, 
the whole thing was reminiscent of a 
farce, and it didn’t reflect well on a 
number of parties. 


Olds clear 
cut 


Driving a brand new 1.3 Cooper S 
under The Journal sponsorship, 
Trevor Olds was a clearcut winner at 
the third round of the ANECCC/The 
Journal Autocross Championship at 
Hulme Castle, Greenlaw, near 
Berwick, on Easter Monday. Over 
three laps of an 800yds. course, he 
returned 2m 2.8s to beat a field of 66 
by 2s. 

All the class winners scored 
comfortable wins and the only 
favourite to fare badly was last 
year’s champion John Lindores, who 
ran into gearbox trouble with his 
RS2000. 


BTD: T Olds (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 2m 2.8s. 

Class Winners: D. Bewick (Mini), 2m 15.8s; J. 
Clark (Mini), 2m 13.4s; J. Barnett (Mini-Ford), 2m 
4.8s; J. White (Hillman Avenger Tiger), 2m 20s; H. 
Kennedy Rovere scart) 2m 10.6s; J. Horn (Ford 
pscoi) 2m 19.5s; L. Eagleton (Ford Escort), 2m 

5s. 


Bad weekend for Jags 


It wasn’t really a good weekend at 
Harewood for Sherburn-in-Elmet 
Jaguar expert Fred Cliffe and former 
AUTOSPORT contributor Hadyn 
Spedding. Fred was due to début his 
absolutely immaculate newly-built 
Jaguar E (which has taken up two 
years of spare time effort by Fred and 
Bryan Newby), while Hadyn was 
looking forward to his first time out 
in his E-type which Fred has 


<= 
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- At 
| ae! ie 


Bob Saunders (left) receives his wing from Noel Edmonds, while Gerry 
Marshall is interviewed by Norman Greenway (behind). 


Saunders gets ‘that award’ 


The Noel and Gerry Award—an 
award to the ‘most trying person in 
Radio 1 races’. Bob Saunders was 
the first recipient at Snetterton last 
Sunday and for his entertaining 


Why are we? 


There may have been a good reason 
for it, but surely a total of 30 hours 5 
minutes between the end of a 15- 
minute practice session on Thursday 
and a 12 lap race after 6pm on iriday 
was something which the BRSC 

NW Centre need not have inflicted 
on the competitors in the Clubmen’s 
race at Oulton Park last weekend. As 
reported elsewhere, the entry was 
decimated anyway by the final regs 
which altered practice from Friday 
to Thursday, at two days’ notice, 
most Clubmen’s drivers having to 
work to pay for their racing. It was 
rumoured that Peter Cooke was 
killing time between the end of prac- 
tice and the race by offering dental 
treatment to all comers! 


outside 
R prevented 
completion in time of the Spedding 


prepared for him. Alas, 
suppl roblems 


car; then, in practice, the slippery 
track through the farm claimed 
Fred, who badly damaged the front 
of his new E. Although feeling less 


‘than festive, the hapless pair worked 


out their frustrations by thrashing’ 
the Cliffe roadgoing E-Type up the 
hill, taking fourth and sixth in class. 


The sad remains of Fred Cliffe’s immaculate new E-type after its accident at 
Harewood at the weekend. 


ezplpits during the month of March, 
Bob received a gold painted Triumph 
Dolomite wing suitably inscribed 
from Gerry Marshall and Noel 
Edmonds. 


Briefly... 


© Hagley Committee Member John 
Stuart, Martin BM8 and Chris 
Dowson, Brabham BT15 _ were 
having a_ strange competition at 


Loton Park on practice day — to find 
out who could be red f agged the 
greatest number of times. Pending a 


recount, Chris Dowson won by five 
lost runs to three! 

A smiling Rad Dougall was a 
welcome visitor to Mallory Park on 
Monday, the scene of his recent bad 
accident. The St John Ambulance 
Brigade kindly transported Rad from 
nearby Leicester Royal Infirmary so 
he could enjoy the day's sport. 


There were no less than three 
former Hill climb Champions com- 
peting at Loton Park last weekend, 
the latest addition to the list being. 
David Hepworth who has dusted off 
the 5-litre 4-wd Hepworth and 
brought it back into competition. 
After a lay-off of more than two 
years, Hepworth’s first practice run 
was within 6.5 seconds of the out- 
right hill record and he finished up 
the day as sixth fastest overall. - 


@ Arthur Ravenscroft and son John 
face a major rebuild to the F5000 
Lyncar after father lost control on 
the exit of the hairpin at 
Curborough. The tub is believed to 
be bent, but the optimistic 
Ravenscrofts hope to be back in 
action very quickly. Meanwhile, 
David Render exited the Lotus 76 
extremely rapidly when he had a 
blowback through the airbox in the 
paddock, but fortunately the 
damage was negligible. 
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Top six contestant Trevor Reeves i 


n his purposeful Mini. 


eat 


Sole Escort wins Lydden 


A large Easter Monday crowd saw 
John Taylor take his Haynes of 
Maidstone Escort to a convincing 
victory in the very dusty conditions 
of the penultimate round of the 
TEAC/Lydden rallycross Champion- 
ship on Monday. John’s was the only 
Escort to reach the final six, being 
joined by the VWs of John and Peter 
Harrold and the Minis of Tom Airey, 
Gordon Rogers and Trevor Reeves. 

Button made a fine start in the 
final but soon dropped to second 
behind Taylor and was challenged by 
Rogers until the Devon Mini driver 
had a moment and was caught by 
Airey. Tom had unfortunately 
already landed himself ineligible for 
points in the final by taking a trip 
the wrong side of some penalty 
markers. 

Mk 1 Escorts in the hands of 
Trevor Hopkins, Graham Hathaway 
and Tony Merridale also proved 
rapid, Trevor only narrowly missing 
the final six. Graham’s chances were 
not improved when he was nudged 
into a spin by Merridale during a 
close battle after the former’s David 
Rowe Racing vehicle had qualified 
fourth fastest—a fine performance 
from a mere Twin Cam. 

Punctures were the cause of 
George Warren and Colin Richards 
not making the final grids. George 
showed he was in a class of his own 
by walking away with the non- 
—. final from his son, Ian, and 

‘olin’s borrowed Escort; but only 


International events 


Date Venue 
Apr 23/27 | Holland 

r 25 Monza, Italy 
Apr 25 Zolder, Belgium 


British events 


after two attempts had been made 
before red flags when the Minis of 
John Binning and Derek Scarrow 
collided ayy to avoid the spinning 
VW of Geoff Thomas, which was 
subsequently discovered to have 
broken a drive shaft. This just 
wasn’t Geoff's day, for he had earlier 
been knocked out when he clouted 
the bank hard on his first race lap. _ 


@ John Welsh, having spent two 
hectic days completing his new car 
for the Lydden rallycross on 
Monday, suffered an unfortunate 
mishap in qualifying when the car 
ae fire after spinning. It was 
quickly extinguished without 
permanent damage. 


@ Dave Fuell suffered a _ most 
unusual occurrence at the Lydden 
rallycross when he managed to 
dislocate a shoulder while in the 
middle of some hectic mid-corner 
wheel-twiddling. Fuell saw the day 
out complete with sling and hopes to 
be fully rose-jointed by next 
weekend. 

@ John Greasley’s recently acquired 
Porsche 914 showed potential at the 
Lydden rallycross. The ex-Griff 
Griffiths car had lain idle for some 
time but John has now tackled a 
couple of autocross and _ the 
Lydden event with the car. 
Suspension wgiron eed ars to be the 
number one task. Greasley was 
halted on his second qualifying run 
with gear selection problems. 


Event 


Tulip Rally, European Rally Championship for Drivers 


World Sports Car Championship 
F3, Touring Cars, Grand Touring Cars 


SILVERSTONE 


First time 
for APG cars 


After the hectic four days of Easter, 
British club racing takes something 
of a breather this weekend with just 
three meetings, the. BARC’s 
championship event at Silverstone 
on Sunday taking the limelight. 

For the first time, there will be a 
round of the APG FF2000 series on 
the 1.61-mile circuit, and all the top 
names are entered—Needell, Synter, 
MacPherson, Friswell; Notz and 
Vermilio topping the list. The entries 
for the DJM Records FF 1600 round 
are even more numerous, with 
Dubliners Bernard Devaney and 
Derek Daly keen to keep up their 
recent good work against the 
“home” contingent, led by Jim 
Walsh and Derek Warwick—but look 
out for Giordano Regazzoni, he’s 
just got to show signs of his family 

lood some time.... Nick Whitin 
stars in the Forward Trust specia 
saloon race with the ex-works Koln 
Capri, u against the 2-litre 
Escorts of Tony Sugden and Tony 
Dickinson. Among the more 
standard saloons entered for the 
Britax championship race, the Opel 
Commodores of Tony Lanfranchi 
and Brian Pepper look good, while 
the Steel Tubes Services modsports 
race entry includes John Cooper’s 
Porsche Carrera. An _ Oceanair 
Clubmans race completes the 
programme, which starts at 2.50pm 
(practice at noon). 

Admission (adult £1.20, child 20p) 
includes a grandstand seat as usual 
for Silverstone clubbies, even for 
major Conan meetings like 
this one. A National bus service will 
operate from Derngate Bus Station, 

orthampton, leaving for the circuit 
at 1.15pm (ticket, 69p). 


BRANDS HATCH 


Something 
for everyone 


Brands Hatch plays host to the 
Rochester DMC on Sunday, and the 
local club will be putting on a very 
varied seven-race programme 


‘on Tour of Lincs 

Scottish Hillclimb Championship Round 

F750, Saloons, Modsports, FF 1600 

Allied Polymer FF2000, FF 1600, Forward Trust Special Saloons, 


starting at 2.15pm. There will be 
single seater races for Formula 4 
(including last Friday’s Lydden 
double man John Brown with the 
ShellSport Delta), Formula Ford 


1600 (with Wil Mike 
Thompson, Howard Drake and 
others) and Formula Vee (Ray 


Simpson and Alex lowe topping the 
entry), plus a Formule Libre event 
thrown open to cars like Richard 
Scantlebury’s E-type and Graham 
Smith’s Sprite. who will be pushed to 
beat FF, F4 and FV opposition. 
Saloon fans are catered for with 
rounds of the Leyland Mini 7 
Challenge and Kent Messenger 
1000cc Challenge, in which Rob 
Mason’s Bevan Imp will take some 
catching, and Reliant 750 Formula 
race completes the programme. 


LONGRIDGE 


Watch out 
for Smith 


The Lancashire AC are due to run 
one of their successful club meetings 
at the Longridge circuit near 
Preston on Sunday, with races for 
FF1600, modsports, special saloons, 
750 Formula and Formule Libre. The 
circuit, unchanged since last season, 
will be the scene of three of these 
Lancs meetings during the year, of 
which this is of course the first. 
although there is a host of FF1600 
cars entered, plus Andrew Waring’s 
BT38 and Joe Applegarth’s BT23C 
in the Libre race, Andrew Smith will 
be keen to be Sunday’s fastest man 
at Longridge with the very quick ex- 
VRM Lotus Elan. The meeting 
starts at 1.30pm. 


PONTYPOOL 


Lane defends 
Guyson lead 


The Guyson/BARC hill climb cham- 
pionship moves to South Wales and 
the 850 yard course at Pontypool 
Park for its third round this Sunday. 
The South Wales Centre of the 
BARC will cater for some 90 cars of 
every type. First timed runs start at 
2.15pm. 


Britax Production Saloons, Modsports, Clubmans Sports 


RAC Sprint Championship, Midland MC Championship 
rt Special Stage Championship 


‘Welsh Production Car Trial Championship 
Shell League, ANCC Production Trial Championship 


Warburtons Bakeries Autotest, BTRDA/RAC Championship 


Venue Event ' Status Club Start Details 

Apr 24 Hartford Motors, Corporation Rd, 2 

Grimsby (MR133/267100) Rally N Lincs-Louth MC 08.00 Bass Charrin 
Apr 25 Doune, Perthshire, Scotland Hillclimb R Lothian CC 13.00 
Apr 25 Longridge, nr Blackpool Race Meeting R Lancs AC 13.30 
Apr 25 Silverstone, nr Towcester, Northants Race Meeting R BARC 14.45 
Apr 25 Brands Hatch, nr Dartford, Kent Race Meeting | R Rochester MC 14.15 
Apr 25 Curborough, nr Lichfield Sprint R Midland AC 14.00 
Apr 25 Snetterton, nr Norwich ' Rallycross R SCCN/WSMC 14.00 - 
Apr 25 Royal Pier Hotel, Weston-Super-Mare, Som Rally N Tavern MC 08.00 Pamper ye 8 3 n 
Apr 25 Pontypool Park, S. Wales Hillclimb _ | ey BARC (SW) _ “Guyson/BARC Hillclimb Championship 
Apr 25 Delburne Farm, Whitchurch, Prod Car Trial 

Herefordshire (MR 162/546}1703) Prod Car Trial | R Ross & DMC 11.00 
Apr 25 Pateley Bridge (MR91/148651) Sporting Car R likley & DMC 09.00 
Apr 25 Trial R Kentish Border CC - 
Apr 25 Dawes Street Car Park, Bolton Autotest R Bolton Le Moors CC 10.30 

(MR109/717087) , 
Apr 25 Old Orchard, oe Autotest c/P - - 

(MR177/50907380} 


Secretaries of the Meeting are requested to send details of all forthcoming events to Miss Linda McRae, Autosport Editorial Department. 
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Roamhrs King Si 


Whertyou know what you wants 


MIDDLE TAR GROUP As defined in H.M. Government Tab 
EVERY PACKET CARRIES A GOVERNMENT HEALTH WARNING 


